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DEUTERONOMY 

Chapter 12 

The One Place of Worship 

These are the decrees and laws you must be careful to follow in the land that the 
LORD, the God of your fathers, has given you to possess—as long as you live in 
the land. 2 Destroy completely all the places on the high mountains and on the 
hills and under every spreading tree where the nations you are dispossessing 
worship their gods. 3 Break down their altars, smash their sacred stones and burn 
their Asherah poles in the fire; cut down the idols of their gods and wipe out their 
names from those places. 4 You must not worship the LORD your God in their way. 
5 But you are to seek the place the LORD your God will choose from among all 
your tribes to put his Name there for his dwelling. To that place you must go; 6 

there bring your burnt offerings and sacrifices, your tithes and special gifts, what 
you have vowed to give and your freewill offerings, and the firstborn of your 
herds and flocks. 7 There, in the presence of the LORD your God, you and your 
families shall eat and shall rejoice in everything you have put your hand to, 
because the LORD your God has blessed you. 8 You are not to do as we do here 
today, everyone as he sees fit, 9 since you have not yet reached the resting place 
and the inheritance the LORD your God is giving you. 10 But you will cross the 
Jordan and settle in the land the LORD your God is giving you as an inheritance, 
and he will give you rest from all your enemies around you so that you will live in 
safety. 11 Then to the place the LORD your God will choose as a dwelling for his 
Name—there you are to bring everything I command you: your burnt offerings 
and sacrifices, your tithes and special gifts, and all the choice possessions you 
have vowed to the LORD. 12 And there rejoice before the LORD your God, you, your 
sons and daughters, your menservants and maidservants, and the Levites from 
your towns, who have no allotment or inheritance of their own. 13 Be careful not to 
sacrifice your burnt offerings anywhere you please. 14 Offer them only at the place 
the LORD will choose in one of your tribes, and there observe everything I 
command you. 15 Nevertheless, you may slaughter your animals in any of your 
towns and eat as much of the meat as you want, as if it were gazelle or deer, 
according to the blessing the LORD your God gives you. Both the ceremonially 
unclean and the clean may eat it. 16 But you must not eat the blood; pour it out on 
the ground like water. 17 You must not eat in your own towns the tithe of your 
grain and new wine and oil, or the firstborn of your herds and flocks, or whatever 
you have vowed to give, or your freewill offerings or special gifts. 18 Instead, you 
are to eat them in the presence of the LORD your God at the place the LORD your 
God will choose—you, your sons and daughters, your menservants and 
maidservants, and the Levites from your towns—and you are to rejoice before the 
LORD your God in everything you put your hand to. 19 Be careful not to neglect the 
Levites as long as you live in your land. 20 When the LORD your God has enlarged 
your territory as he promised you, and you crave meat and say, “I would like 
some meat,” then you may eat as much of it as you want. 21 If the place where the 
LORD your God chooses to put his Name is too far away from you, you may 
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slaughter animals from the herds and flocks the LORD has given you, as I have 
commanded you, and in your own towns you may eat as much of them as you 
want. 22 Eat them as you would gazelle or deer. Both the ceremonially unclean and 
the clean may eat. 23 But be sure you do not eat the blood, because the blood is 
the life, and you must not eat the life with the meat. 24 You must not eat the blood; 
pour it out on the ground like water. 25 Do not eat it, so that it may go well with 
you and your children after you, because you will be doing what is right in the 
eyes of the LORD. 26 But take your consecrated things and whatever you have 
vowed to give, and go to the place the LORD will choose. 27 Present your burnt 
offerings on the altar of the LORD your God, both the meat and the blood. The 
blood of your sacrifices must be poured beside the altar of the LORD your God, 
but you may eat the meat. 28 Be careful to obey all these regulations I am giving 
you, so that it may always go well with you and your children after you, because 
you will be doing what is good and right in the eyes of the LORD your God. 29 The 
LORD your God will cut off before you the nations you are about to invade and 
dispossess. But when you have driven them out and settled in their land, 30 and 
after they have been destroyed before you, be careful not to be ensnared by 
inquiring about their gods, saying, “How do these nations serve their gods? We 
will do the same.” 31 You must not worship the LORD your God in their way, 
because in worshiping their gods, they do all kinds of detestable things the LORD 
hates. They even burn their sons and daughters in the fire as sacrifices to their 
gods. 32 See that you do all I command you; do not add to it or take away from it.  
 
Chs 12–25 Moses has been offering a commentary on the First Commandment: how to love and 

serve the Lord “with all your heart and with all your soul” (10:12). Now he begins teaching 

about (1) how the Israelites were to receive the gracious presence of God in worship and (2) the 

holy life that flowed from doing so. (TLSB)  

12:1 statutes and rules. The teachings in chs 12–25. (TLSB) 

12:2–4 Idolatrous worship would remain a constant temptation for God’s people (cf Is 57:5–7; 

Jer 2:20). See p 526. God gave the land for right worship. The defiling presence of idol worship 

was incompatible with the revelation of God’s holiness (cf Ac 19:17–20). (TLSB) 

 
12:3    altars … sacred stones … Asherah poles. See note on 7:5. (CSB) 
 

 destroy their name. So they are forgotten. (TLSB) 

 
12:4    in their way. The rituals and accessories of idolatrous worship were not to be 
used to worship the Lord, the one true God (cf. vv. 29–31). (CSB) 
 
Worship must be done in a way that is instituted by God’s Word. Luth: “All this He commands 

in order that in the worship of God the people may not be carried away by its own feeling, 

however holy and good, but may be governed by the Word; for if man does not live without the 

Word even with respect to the belly, how much less does he live without the Word in the work of 

God and in the spirit! God wants our conscience to be certain and sure that it is pleasing to Him. 
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This cannot be done if the conscience is led by its own feeling, but only if it relies on the Word 

of God” (AE 9:123). (TLSB) 
 
12:5    the place the LORD… will choose … to put his Name. The tabernacle, the Lord’s 
dwelling place during the desert journey, will be located in the city in Canaan where the 
Lord would choose to dwell. Moses stresses the importance of centralizing the place of 
worship as he prepares the people for settlement in the promised land, where the 
Canaanites had established many places of worship. See vv. 11, 14, 18, 21, 26; 14:23–
24; 16:2, 6, 11; 26:2. (CSB) 
 
Singular. There would be only one place of sacrifice in the land. (TLSB) 

 

His habitation. Over time, God would establish His dwelling as the place where His 

name would be proclaimed (cf 1Ki 8). Later, this would be Jerusalem, and most specifically the 

temple. There God’s people could have sure access to His gracious presence (cf 1Ch 21–22). 

Though God is everywhere, He leads us to seek Him in specific ways. As Christians, we find 

Christ present for us in His means of grace, around which His Church gathers. (TLSB) 
 
12:6    See v. 11 and chart on “OT Sacrifices”. (CSB) 
 
12:7 eat before the LORD … rejoice. While pagans sacrificed their own goods to appease the 

gods, the Israelites offered what God had provided (Lv 1–7). (TLSB) 
 
12:8    as we do here today. Israel was not able to follow all the procedures of the 
sacrificial system during the desert wandering and conquest periods. Moses was giving 
directives for their worship and way of life when settled in the land (vv. 10–14). (CSB) 
 
           as he sees fit. See note on Jdg 17:6. (CSB) 
 
Wilderness practices would not necessarily apply in the Promised Land. The people were not 

permitted to worship God in times, places, and ways that God had not instituted. (TLSB) 
 
12:9    resting place. See note on 3:20. (CSB) 
 
12:11    dwelling for his Name. Equivalent to “dwelling for himself.” See notes on Ex 
3:13–14. (CSB) 
 
12:12    rejoice before the LORD. Joy, based on the Lord’s blessings, was to be a major 
feature of Hebrew life and worship in the promised land (vv. 7, 18). (CSB) 
 
Moses describes men, women, children, and slaves participating in worship. (TLSB) 
 
             Levites … have no … inheritance. See 10:9; Nu 18:20, 24. (CSB) 
 
12:13    not … anywhere you please. Sacrifices and offerings to the Lord were to be 
brought only to the central sanctuary, not to the various Canaanite worship sites. (CSB) 
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12:16, 24    you must not eat the blood. See notes on Ge 9:4; Lev 17:11. (CSB) 
 

you shall not eat the blood. Blood taboos are common in many cultures. However, the 

Israelites had a special reason to abstain from eating blood: God provided the blood of 

slaughtered animals for a specific and holy use in worship, to cleanse what human sin had made 

unclean or defiled (cf Lv 17). (TLSB) 
 
12:1–28 The Lord calls His people to cleanse the land of all places of false worship. He would 

provide for them a place to receive His presence in grace and blessing. Today, God forbids us 

from worshiping Him in ways that seem good to us but that are contrary to His Word. God gives 

us His clear Word in Christ Jesus. In His Word and Sacraments, we have rest in our consciences, 

and we experience the deep joy that comes from having God’s forgiveness. • Lord Jesus, in You 

I find the fullness of God’s glory. I worship and adore You, my Lord and my God. Amen. 

(TLSB) 

 

12:30 follow them. In ancient times, it was customary for new arrivals in a land to worship the 

gods and follow the customs of that land (cf 2Ki 17:24–28). Moses warned God’s people against 

becoming trapped into following pagan worship customs. (TLSB) 
 
12:31    burn … sons and daughters … as sacrifices. See 18:10; see also note on Lev 
18:21. (CSB) 
 
Child sacrifice was associated with the worship of Molech. Israel failed to heed God’s warning 

about this practice. Solomon (1Ki 11:7), Ahaz (2Ch 28:3), and Manasseh (2Ki 21:6) later built 

altars to Molech and allowed the sacrifice of children. (TLSB) 
 
12:32    do not add … or take away. See note on 4:2. (CSB) 
 
Clear prohibition against worshiping the Lord according to pagan customs. (TLSB) 
 

 
 


