Hosea 

Chapter 5

Judgment Against Israel 
“Hear this, you priests! Pay attention, you Israelites! Listen, O royal house! This judgment is against you: You have been a snare at Mizpah, a net spread out on Tabor. ﻿2﻿ The rebels are deep in slaughter. I will discipline all of them. ﻿3﻿ I know all about Ephraim; Israel is not hidden from me. Ephraim, you have now turned to prostitution; Israel is corrupt. ﻿4﻿ “Their deeds do not permit them to return to their God. A spirit of prostitution is in their heart; they do not acknowledge the LORD. ﻿5﻿ Israel’s arrogance testifies against them; the Israelites, even Ephraim, stumble in their sin; Judah also stumbles with them. ﻿6﻿ When they go with their flocks and herds to seek the LORD, they will not find him; he has withdrawn himself from them. ﻿7﻿ They are unfaithful to the LORD; they give birth to illegitimate children. Now their New Moon festivals will devour them and their fields. ﻿8﻿ “Sound the trumpet in Gibeah, the horn in Ramah. Raise the battle cry in Beth Aven lead on, O Benjamin. ﻿9﻿ Ephraim will be laid waste on the day of reckoning. Among the tribes of Israel I proclaim what is certain. ﻿10﻿ Judah’s leaders are like those who move boundary stones. I will pour out my wrath on them like a flood of water. ﻿11﻿ Ephraim is oppressed, trampled in judgment, intent on pursuing idols.  12I am like a moth to Ephraim, like rot to the people of Judah. ﻿13﻿ “When Ephraim saw his sickness, and Judah his sores, then Ephraim turned to Assyria, and sent to the great king for help. But he is not able to cure you, not able to heal your sores. ﻿14﻿ For I will be like a lion to Ephraim, like a great lion to Judah. I will tear them to pieces and go away; I will carry them off, with no one to rescue them. ﻿15﻿ Then I will go back to my place until they admit their guilt. And they will seek my face; in their misery they will earnestly seek me.” 
5:1 priests … Israelites … royal house. The three groups addressed were all responsible for maintaining justice, but it miscarried at their hands. (CSB)
      snare … net. Devices for catching animals and birds, here used as metaphors for those who by economic and legal devices took cruel advantage of innocent people (see Job 18:8–10; Ps 140:5; Pr 29:5; La 1:13). (CSB)
      Mizpah. Either (1) Mizpah in Gilead east of the Jordan (Ge 31:43–49) or (2) Mizpah in Benjamin (1Sa 7:5–6; 10:17). (CSB)
      Tabor. A mountain at the southeastern edge of the Jezreel Valley. Reference must have been to well-known events that illustrated Israel’s corruption. (CSB)
5:2 REBELS…SLAUGHTER – Literally, "and into the corrupt doings of excesses they have sunken deeply," so that the leaders, in their open rebellion against the Lord have carried their transgressions to extremes and beyond. (Kretzmann)
      discipline. A significant word in the prophets for God’s corrective action against his people (see Isa 26:16; Jer 2:30; 5:3; 7:28). (CSB)
5:3 Ephraim. Israel, the northern kingdom. (CSB)
      NOT HIDDEN FROM – He was well acquainted with the spirit which possessed them. (Kretzmann)
      prostitution. See 1:2; 4:10, 18. (CSB)
5:4 Their deeds. See 4:9; 7:2; 9:15; 12:2. Persistent sin can make repentance impossible (see Jer 13:23; Jn 8:34; Ro 6:6, 16). (CSB)
      spirit of prostitution. See 4:12. (CSB)
So that the service of idolatry occupies all their thoughts. (Kretzmann)
      not acknowledge the Lord. See 4:6; Isa 1:2–4. (CSB)
For under the circumstances the knowledge of the true God is impossible for them. (Kretzmann)

5:5 arrogance. Stubborn rebellion against the Lord (see Dt 1:43; 1Sa 15:23; Ne 9:16; Job 35:12; Ps 10:2; Eze 16:56–57). (CSB)
      testifies. In the case God presented against his people (see 4:1 and note). (CSB)
      stumble. Experience calamity (see 4:5). (CSB)
      Judah. See Introduction: Author and Date. (CSB)
Tottering and stumbling with Israel, since both are guilty of idolatry.  (Kretzmann)
5:6 seek the Lord. Go to him with prayer and sacrifices (see 3:5; Am 5:4–5). (CSB)
      not find him. Offering sacrifices in their situation was useless (see 2:7; cf. Isa 1:10–14; Am 5:21–25; Mic 6:6–8). The Lord would be “found” by Israel only when she turned to him with integrity of heart (see 3:5; 5:15; Dt 4:29–31; Jer 29:13). (CSB)
5:7 unfaithful. See Jer 5:11. (CSB)
      illegitimate children. Children they had prayed to the Baals for and had credited to their fertility rites. (CSB)
They had relinquished their birthright.  (TLSB)

      New Moon. Usually a festive occasion (see, e.g., 2:11; 1Sa 20:5, 18; Am 8:5; Col 2:16), but now a time of judgment. Or the meaning may be that one month would be sufficient to accomplish their punishment. (CSB)
The new moon will devour them." Their hypocritical festal offerings were so little appreciated and acceptable in the sight of God that, instead of bringing them deliverance, they were rather a cause of their ruin. Many a person will find out that his self-appointed worship of God will bring down upon him the wrath of the Lord instead of His mercy. (Kretzmann)

5:8 Some interpreters suggest that the Aramean (Syrian)-Ephraimite (Israelite) war (2Ki 16:5–9; Isa 7:1–9) forms the background of this oracle. (CSB)
      trumpet. Made of a ram’s horn, which here sounds the alarm that an army is approaching (see 8:1). (CSB)
      Gibeah. Two miles north of Jerusalem. (CSB)
      Ramah. North of Gibeah. (CSB)
Another city located on an eminence, both of them most suitable for giving signals on account of their lofty situation. (Kretzmann)

      Beth Aven. See note on 4:15. (CSB)
Bethel, on the border of the northern kingdom. (Kretzmann)
      lead on, O Benjamin. Thought to be the Benjamite war cry (see Jdg 5:14). (CSB)
That is, the danger is coming, the enemy is close behind. (Kretzmann)
5:9 EPHRAIM – The entire country of the ten tribes. (Kretzmann)
      waste. See Jer 25:11, 38. (CSB)
5:10 move boundary stones. Judah had seized Israelite territory (1Ki 15:16–22; see Dt 19:14; 27:17; Pr 22:28; 23:10; Isa 5:8; Mic 2:2). (CSB)
Namely, by removing the boundary between the worship of the true God and idolatry, which should have been kept apart forever. (Kretzmann)
   my wrath. See 13:11. (CSB)
In an overwhelming degree, in proportion to the greatness of their offense. (Kretzmann)

5:11 PURSUING IDOLS – it thought good to follow idol-images, it clung to the calf-worship of Jeroboam throughout its existence. (Kretzmann)
5:12 moth … rot. Both consume (see Job 13:28). (CSB)
Both of these being figurative of destructive powers, which steadily eat into the very marrow of things. (Kretzmann)

5:13 sickness … sores. Metaphors for the national wounds the two nations had suffered at the hands of their enemies (see Isa 1:5–6; 17:4, 11; Jer 30:12–13). (CSB)
      turned to Assyria. Assyrian records tell of the tribute paid to Tiglath-Pileser III by the Israelite kings Menahem and Hoshea (cf. 2Ki 15:19–20; 17:3). (CSB)
      not able to cure. The alliances were worthless. (CSB)
5:14 lion. See 13:7. The Lord might use human agents (Isa 10:5–6), but he would be responsible for Israel’s punishment, from which there was no escape (see Isa 5:29; 42:22; Am 9:1–4; Mic 5:8). (CSB)
Who takes hold of his prey and tears it to pieces. (Kretzmann)
5:15 go back to my place. God threatened to withdraw from Israel until, out of desperation, she truly repented. This idea sets the stage for the prophet’s next theme. (CSB)
        SEEK MY FACE – This is a truth which is found also in other passages of the Bible, namely, that men seek out the Lord when they are in trouble, they pour out a prayer when His chastening is upon them. Cp. Is. 26, 16. (Kretzmann)
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