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JOB

Chapter 1

Prologue

In the land of Uz there lived a man whose name was Job. This man was blameless and upright; he feared God and shunned evil. ﻿2﻿ He had seven sons and three daughters, ﻿3﻿ and he owned seven thousand sheep, three thousand camels, five hundred yoke of oxen and five hundred donkeys, and had a large number of servants. He was the greatest man among all the people of the East. ﻿4﻿ His sons used to take turns holding feasts in their homes, and they would invite their three sisters to eat and drink with them. ﻿5﻿ When a period of feasting had run its course, Job would send and have them purified. Early in the morning he would sacrifice a burnt offering for each of them, thinking, “Perhaps my children have sinned and cursed God in their hearts.” This was Job’s regular custom. 
1:1 land of Uz. A large territory east of the Jordan (see v. 3), which included Edom in the south (see Ge 36:28; La 4:21) and the Aramean lands in the north (see Ge 10:23; 22:21). (CSB)
      WHOSE NAME WAS JOB – The book of Job begins with a statement that is straight forward and factual.  It tells us about a man who really existed.  (PBC)

       blameless and upright. Spiritually and morally upright. This does not mean that Job was sinless. He later defends his moral integrity but also admits he is a sinner (see 6:24; 7:21). (CSB)
The word “blameless” can more literally be translated “whole” or “complete.”  Job was a mature believer; his heart was right with God.  Like Noah, who is similarly described in Genesis 6:9, Job was righteous through faith in God. (PBC)
   feared God. See 28:28; Pr 3:7; see also note on Ge 20:11. (CSB)
Had him in continual reverence as the fountain of justice, truth, and goodness. (ACC)
1:2 HAD SEVEN SONS AND THREE DAUGHTERS – The Bible regards children as a great blessing.  Several commentators have mentioned that the numbers seven (sons), three (daughters, and ten (children) suggest a complete number, making an ideal family.  (PBC)

1:3 seven thousand sheep. See note on 42:12. Job’s enormous wealth was in livestock, not land (see Ge 12:16; 13:2; 26:14). (CSB)
In those days people reckoned their wealth in real estate and livestock.  Instead of having a bank account in the modern sense they had a “bank account on the hoof.”   (PBC)
      donkeys. The Hebrew for this word is feminine in form. Donkeys that produced offspring were very valuable. (CSB)
      HAD A LARGE NUMBER OF SERVANTS – This suggests that Job was not a nomad who moved from place to place but a farmer with much land and a large number of cattle.  (PBC)

      GREATEST MAN – He was more eminent than any other person in that region in wisdom, wealth, and piety. (ACC) 
      people of the East. The Hebrew for this phrase is translated “eastern peoples” in Ge 29:1; Jdg 6:3 (see note there). (CSB)
1:4 TAKE TURNS HOLDING FEASTS – It is likely that a birthday festival is here intended. When the birthday of one arrived, he invited his brothers and sisters to feast with him; and each observed the same custom. (ACC) 
In those days as well as today it was unusual to find a large family in which brothers and sisters got along so well and enjoyed one another’s company so much.  (PBC)
1:5 period of feasting. On special occasions, feasts might last a week (see Ge 29:27; Jdg 14:12). (CSB)
      he would sacrifice. Before the ceremonial laws of Moses were introduced, the father of the household acted as priest (see Ge 15:9–10). (CSB)
While they got along well, they too were sinners, and Job knew it.  With true fatherly concern he would sacrifice a burnt offering for each of his children.  The relationship between parents and children changes when the children reach adulthood.  Parents ought to avoid meddling and interfering with the plans and activities of their grown children.  But they should never forget that as parents they have a true concern for the welfare of their children, keep in touch with them, and continue to pray for them.  (PBC)
      purified. Made ceremonially clean in preparation for the sacrifices he offered for them (see Ex 19:10, 14, where the Hebrew for this verb is translated “consecrate”). (CSB)
Job’s First Test 

6﻿ One day the angels ﻿a﻿ came to present themselves before the LORD, and Satan ﻿b﻿ also came with them. ﻿7﻿ The LORD said to Satan, “Where have you come from?” Satan answered the LORD, “From roaming through the earth and going back and forth in it.” ﻿8﻿ Then the LORD said to Satan, “Have you considered my servant Job? There is no one on earth like him; he is blameless and upright, a man who fears God and shuns evil.” ﻿9﻿ “Does Job fear God for nothing?” Satan replied. ﻿10﻿ “Have you not put a hedge around him and his household and everything he has? You have blessed the work of his hands, so that his flocks and herds are spread throughout the land. ﻿11﻿ But stretch out your hand and strike everything he has, and he will surely curse you to your face.” ﻿12﻿ The LORD said to Satan, “Very well, then, everything he has is in your hands, but on the man himself do not lay a finger.” Then Satan went out from the presence of the LORD. ﻿13﻿ One day when Job’s sons and daughters were feasting and drinking wine at the oldest brother’s house, ﻿14﻿ a messenger came to Job and said, “The oxen were plowing and the donkeys were grazing nearby, ﻿15﻿ and the Sabeans attacked and carried them off. They put the servants to the sword, and I am the only one who has escaped to tell you!” ﻿16﻿ While he was still speaking, another messenger came and said, “The fire of God fell from the sky and burned up the sheep and the servants, and I am the only one who has escaped to tell you!” ﻿17﻿ While he was still speaking, another messenger came and said, “The Chaldeans formed three raiding parties and swept down on your camels and carried them off. They put the servants to the sword, and I am the only one who has escaped to tell you!” 8﻿ While he was still speaking, yet another messenger came and said, “Your sons and daughters were feasting and drinking wine at the oldest brother’s house, ﻿19﻿ when suddenly a mighty wind swept in from the desert and struck the four corners of the house. It collapsed on them and they are dead, and I am the only one who has escaped to tell you!” ﻿20﻿ At this, Job got up and tore his robe and shaved his head. Then he fell to the ground in worship ﻿21﻿ and said: “Naked I came from my mother’s womb, and naked I will depart. ﻿c﻿ The LORD gave and the LORD has taken away; may the name of the LORD be praised.” ﻿22﻿ In all this, Job did not sin by charging God with wrongdoing. 

1:6 angels came to present themselves. See NIV text note here and on 2:1; 38:7. They came as members of the heavenly council who stand in the presence of God (see 1Ki 22:19; Ps 89:5–7; Jer 23:18, 22). (CSB)
Literally “sons of God.”  (PBC)
      Satan. Lit. “the accuser” (see NIV text note; see also Rev 12:10). In Job the Hebrew for this word is always preceded by the definite article. In the Hebrew of 1Ch 21:1 the article is not used, because by then “Satan” had become a proper name. (CSB)
Although Satan was cast out of heaven when he rebelled, he had a freedom to roam.  The final exclusion is discussed in Revelation 12:9 and is an explanation of his intense hostility against God’s people in the last days.  (PBC)
1:7 The Lord. The Israelite covenant name for God (see Introduction: Author). (CSB)
1:8 Have you considered … Job? The Lord, not Satan, initiates the dialogue that leads to the testing of Job. He holds up Job as one against whom “the accuser” can lodge no accusation. (CSB)
      my servant. See 42:7–8 and note; a designation for one who stands in a special relationship with God and is loyal in service (e.g., Moses, Nu 12:7; David, 2Sa 7:5; see Isa 42:1; 52:13; 53:11). (CSB)
1:9 “The accuser” boldly accuses the man God commends: He says Job’s righteousness, in which God delights, is self-serving—the heart of Satan’s attack on God and his faithful servant in the book of Job. (CSB)
1:10 hedge. Symbolizes protection (see Isa 5:5; contrast Job 3:23). (CSB)
Thou hast defended him as by an unapproachable hedge. He is an object of thy peculiar care; and is not exposed to the common trials of life. (ACC)
1:11 stretch out your hand and strike. See 4:5. (CSB)
This statement is given in the form of an oath and can be expressed:  “I swear that Job will curse you to your face.”  (PBC)
1:12 Satan, the accuser, is given power to afflict (v. 12a) but is kept on a leash (v. 12b). In all his evil among men (vv. 15, 17) or in nature (vv. 16, 19), Satan is under God’s power (compare 1Ch 21:1 with 2Sa 24:1; see 1Sa 16:14; 2Sa 24:16; 1Co 5:5; 2Co 12:7; Heb 2:14). The contest, however, is not a sham. Will Job curse God to his face? If Job does not, the accuser will be proven false and God’s delight in Job vindicated. (CSB)
This verse is important for a proper understanding of the book.  If we fail to keep in mind that God permitted Satan to test Job and that God commended Job whereas Stan condemned him, we miss the main point of the book.  Although God repeatedly permitted Job to be severely afflicted during the course of his great trials so that timed he bitterly complained, and although God later rebuked and humbled him, he still regarded Job as his child.  In this contest with Satan God prevailed.  (PBC)
1:12 WERE FEASTING – there is no indication that they were overindulging.  (PBC)

1:15 Sabeans.† Probably south Arabians from Sheba (the modern Yemen), whose descendants became wealthy traders in spices, gold and precious stones (see the account of the queen of Sheba in 1Ki 10:1–13; see also Ps 72:10, 15; Isa 60:6; Jer 6:20; Eze 27:22; Joel 3:8). Job 6:19 calls the Sabeans “traveling merchants” and associates them with Tema (about 350 miles southeast of Jerusalem). (CSB)
1:16 fire of God. Lightning (see Nu 11:1; 1Ki 18:38; 2Ki 1:12). (CSB)
1:17 Chaldeans. A people who were Bedouin until c. 1000 b.c., when they settled in southern Mesopotamia and later became the nucleus of Nebuchadnezzar’s empire. (CSB)
The Chaldeans inhabited each side of the Euphrates near to Babylon, which was their capital. They were also mixed with the wandering Arabs, and lived like them on rapine. They were the descendants of Chesed, son of Nahor and brother of Huz, from whom they had their name Casdim, which we translate Chaldeans. They divided themselves into three bands, in order the more speedily and effectually to encompass, collect, and drive off the three thousand camels: probably they mounted the camels and rode off. (ACC)
1:19 mighty wind. Tornado. (CSB)
        I AM THE ONLY WHO HAS ESCAPED – In rapid succession disasters overtook Job.  These calamities, which came without any warning, like a bolt of lightning our of the sky, shocked Job and left him stunned.  They must also have posed a great problem for Job, for he knew that God is in control of the universe.  He must have asked himself why God, who had been so good to him, now permitted such calamities to overtake him.  (PBC)

1:20 At this, Job got up. He is silent until his children are killed. (CSB)
    tore his robe and shaved his head. In mourning (see notes on Ge 37:34; Isa 15:2). (CSB)
Tearing the garments, shaving or pulling off the hair of the head, throwing dust or ashes on the head, and fitting on the ground, were acts by which immoderate grief was expressed. Job must have felt the bitterness of anguish when he was told that, in addition to the loss of all his property, he was deprived of his ten children by a violent death. Had he not felt this most poignantly, he would have been unworthy of the name of man. (ACC) 
We need not wonder how most people would react if they should find themselves in a situation like Job’s.  Wouldn’t they vent their anger and cursed the bandits who stole their animals and killed their servants? Wouldn’t they complain bitterly and even curse God for having sent fire and storm to destroy their property and kill their children? Wouldn’t they be tempted to do something drastic to others and themselves and say, “I’ve had enough! I just can’t go on!”  Although he was churning inside and almost shattered by the terrible news, he didn’t do any physical harm to his body not did he attempt suicide as many would when they found themselves in such a situation.  
        FELL TO THE GROUND IN WORSHIP – In his deep sorrow he yielded to God’s will and showed gratitude instead of resentment.  (PBC)

1:21 depart. See NIV text note; see also Ge 2:7; 3:19 and note. (CSB)
        The Lord gave and the Lord has taken away. Job’s faith leads him to see the sovereign God’s hand at work, and that gives him repose even in the face of calamity. (CSB)
These words are sometimes used as a funeral text at the death of people who have been suddenly snatched form this life.  There is great comfort for the survivors. Job gives us an OT preview of that Person who suffered even more, and not for his own sin – our Savior Jesus Christ. What an example Job is to all of us.  (PBC)
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