JOB

Chapter 10

  “I loathe my very life; therefore I will give free rein to my complaint and speak out in the bitterness of my soul. ﻿2﻿ I will say to God: Do not condemn me, but tell me what charges you have against me. ﻿3﻿ Does it please you to oppress me, to spurn the work of your hands, while you smile on the schemes of the wicked? ﻿4﻿ Do you have eyes of flesh? Do you see as a mortal sees? ﻿5﻿ Are your days like those of a mortal or your years like those of a man, ﻿6﻿ that you must search out my faults and probe after my sin— ﻿7﻿ though you know that I am not guilty and that no one can rescue me from your hand? ﻿8﻿ “Your hands shaped me and made me. Will you now turn and destroy me? ﻿9﻿ Remember that you molded me like clay. Will you now turn me to dust again? 10﻿ Did you not pour me out like milk and curdle me like cheese, ﻿11﻿ clothe me with skin and flesh and knit me together with bones and sinews? ﻿12﻿ You gave me life and showed me kindness, and in your providence watched over my spirit. ﻿13﻿ “But this is what you concealed in your heart, and I know that this was in your mind: ﻿14﻿ If I sinned, you would be watching me and would not let my offense go unpunished. ﻿15﻿ If I am guilty—woe to me! Even if I am innocent, I cannot lift my head, for I am full of shame and drowned in ﻿c﻿ my affliction. ﻿16﻿ If I hold my head high, you stalk me like a lion and again display your awesome power against me. ﻿17﻿ You bring new witnesses against me and increase your anger toward me; your forces come against me wave upon wave. ﻿18﻿ “Why then did you bring me out of the womb? I wish I had died before any eye saw me. ﻿19﻿ If only I had never come into being, or had been carried straight from the womb to the grave! ﻿20﻿ Are not my few days almost over? Turn away from me so I can have a moment’s joy ﻿21﻿ before I go to the place of no return, to the land of gloom and deep shadow, ﻿d﻿ ﻿22﻿ to the land of deepest night, of deep shadow and disorder, where even the light is like darkness.” 
10:1 I loathe my very life. See note on 9:21. (CSB)
        bitterness of my soul. Because Job is so bitter, his mind has conjured up a false picture of God.  (CSB)
While Job complained much, he never directly asked God to cure him from his disease and physical pain.  (PBC)
10:3 Job imagines that God is angry with him, an innocent man (see 9:28 and note), and that he takes delight in the wicked. Such words are a reminder that the sickroom is not the place to argue theology; in times of severe suffering, people may say things that require a response of love and understanding. Job himself will eventually repent, and God will forgive (42:1–6). (CSB)
God was using these troubles to strengthen Job’s faith.  That is what this book is about.  (PBC)
10:4 eyes of flesh. Imperfect vision, like that of a man. (CSB)
10:8–17 Job continues to question God as if he were his adversary in court. He wants to know how God, who so wonderfully formed him in the womb, could all the while have planned (see v. 13) to punish him—even though he may be innocent. (CSB)
10:8–11 A poetic description of God making a baby in the womb (see Ps 139:13–16). (CSB)
In its touching sentiment and poetic beauty this is one of the most striking passages in this book.  (PBC)
10:8 See Ps 119:73. (CSB)
    YOUR HANDS SHAPED ME – Thou art well acquainted with human nature, for thou art its author. All my powers and faculties have been planned and executed by thyself. It is thou who hast refined the materials out of which I have been formed, and modified them into that excellent symmetry and order in which they are now found. (ACC) – That verb pictures God as a sculptor who intricately carved him into human form. (PBC) 
Psalm 139:13-16, “13﻿ For you created my inmost being; you knit me together in my mother’s womb. ﻿14﻿ I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are wonderful, I know that full well. ﻿15﻿ My frame was not hidden from you when I was made in the secret place. When I was woven together in the depths of the earth, ﻿16﻿ your eyes saw my unformed body. All the days ordained for me were written in your book before one of them came to be. 

10:9 molded me like clay. See note on 4:19. (CSB)
Thou hast fashioned me, according to thy own mind, out of a mass of clay: after so much skill and pains expended, men might naturally suppose they were to have a permanent being; but thou hast decreed to turn them into dust!  (ACC)
        turn me to dust. See note on Ge 3:19. (CSB)
10:12 GAVE ME LIFE – Thou hast brought me from my mother’s womb; given me an actual existence among men; by thy favor or mercy thou hast provided me with the means of life; and thy visitation—thy continual providential care, has preserved me in life—has given me the air I breathe, and furnished me with those powers which enable me to respire it as an agent and preserver of life. It is by God’s continued visitation or influence that the life of any man is preserved; in him we live, move, and have our being. (ACC)

10:13 CONCEALED IN YOUR HEART – Thou hast had many gracious purposes concerning me which thou hast not made known; but thy visitations and mercy are sufficient proofs of kindness towards me; though for purposes unknown to me thou hast sorely afflicted me, and continuest to treat me as an enemy. (ACC) 
It was impertinent of Job to declare that God had created him only to destroy him.  (PBC)
10:15–16 Job says that whether he is guilty or innocent, the all-powerful God will not treat him justly. (CSB)
10:17 witnesses against me. See note on 9:3. (CSB)
In this speech of Job he is ever referring to trials in courts of judicature, and almost all his terms are forensic. Thou bringest witnesses in continual succession to confound and convict me.  (ACC) 
That doesn’t seem likely since we know of only the three witnesses at the time he spoke. These are the words of a desperate man, not a godless, unbelieving man. (PBC)
10:18–22 See notes on ch. 3. (CSB)
10:20 MY FEW DAYS ALMOST OVER – My life cannot be long; let me have a little respite before I die.  (ACC)

10:21 place of no return. See note on 7:9. (CSB)
From viewpoint of life in this world, that is true.  (PBC)
          land of gloom and deep shadow.† See 38:17. Ancient Mesopotamian documents refer to the netherworld as the “house of darkness.” Because Job is passing through a time of pessimism and temptation, he sees death only as a place of darkness and gloom. Later (19:25–27) he confesses his faith in a bodily resurrection. (CSB)
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