JOB

Chapter 11

Zophar 
Then Zophar the Naamathite replied: 2﻿ “Are all these words to go unanswered? Is this talker to be vindicated? ﻿3﻿ Will your idle talk reduce men to silence? Will no one rebuke you when you mock? ﻿4﻿ You say to God, ‘My beliefs are flawless and I am pure in your sight.’ ﻿5﻿ Oh, how I wish that God would speak, that he would open his lips against you ﻿6﻿ and disclose to you the secrets of wisdom, for true wisdom has two sides. Know this: God has even forgotten some of your sin. ﻿7﻿ “Can you fathom the mysteries of God? Can you probe the limits of the Almighty? ﻿8﻿ They are higher than the heavens—what can you do? They are deeper than the depths of the grave ﻿a﻿—what can you know? ﻿9﻿ Their measure is longer than the earth and wider than the sea. ﻿10﻿ “If he comes along and confines you in prison and convenes a court, who can oppose him? ﻿11﻿ Surely he recognizes deceitful men; and when he sees evil, does he not take note? ﻿12﻿ But a witless man can no more become wise than a wild donkey’s colt can be born a man. ﻿b﻿ ﻿13﻿ “Yet if you devote your heart to him and stretch out your hands to him, ﻿14﻿ if you put away the sin that is in your hand and allow no evil to dwell in your tent, ﻿15﻿ then you will lift up your face without shame; you will stand firm and without fear. ﻿16﻿ You will surely forget your trouble, recalling it only as waters gone by. ﻿17﻿ Life will be brighter than noonday, and darkness will become like morning. ﻿18﻿ You will be secure, because there is hope; you will look about you and take your rest in safety. ﻿19﻿ You will lie down, with no one to make you afraid, and many will court your favor. ﻿20﻿ But the eyes of the wicked will fail, and escape will elude them; their hope will become a dying gasp.” 
11:1–20 Like Eliphaz (see 4:7–11) and Bildad (see 8:3–6), Zophar claims that Job’s sins have caused his troubles.

11:1 ZOPHAR THE NAAMATHITE – He is the most inveterate of Job’s accusers, and generally speaks without feeling or pity. In sour godliness he excelled all the rest. This chapter and the twentieth comprehends all that he said. He was too crooked to speak much in measured verse. (ACC)

11:2–3 Zophar’s failure to put himself in Job’s place before condemning him shows a lack of compassion. Nor is Zophar entirely correct in his condemnation: Job has sincerely challenged what he perceives to be God’s unjust actions (see 9:14–24), but he has not mocked God (as Zophar accuses him of having done).

11:4 I am pure. In 10:7, 15 Job had disclaimed being guilty, and in 9:21 he said he was “blameless,” the word God used to describe him in 1:8; 2:3. Zophar, however, implies that Job was claiming absolute purity (sinless perfection), but Job nowhere uses such terms of himself.

11:5 Zophar thought God should speak against Job, but eventually God spoke against Zophar himself (see 42:7).

11:6 true wisdom has two sides. OT wisdom literature (especially Proverbs) makes abundant use of the term. – The best explanation appears to be that God knows both sides of every matter, the manifest as well as the hidden, and that it is the hidden side that he would reveal if he were to speak to Job’s challenge.  (PBC)
        mashal (“proverb,” “riddle,” “parable”), which often had a hidden as well as an obvious meaning. Zophar thinks Job is shallow and lacks an understanding of the true nature of God (see vv. 7–9).

        HAS EVEN FORGOTTEN SOME OF YOUR SIN – Zophar’s words may at first sound charitable, but they strongly imply that Job had sinned so greatly that no punishment would be great enough to cover his sin.  (PBC)

11:7 Unwittingly, Zophar anticipates the Lord’s discourses in 38:1–42:6.

11:8–9 In the same way that Zophar speaks of the height, depth, length and width of God’s knowledge, Paul speaks of Christ’s love (see Eph 3:18).

11:8 what can you do? Can you climb into the heavens and explore God’s knowledge?

11:11–12 deceitful … witless. Zophar claims that it would take a miracle to change Job. – Zophar indirectly accused Job of being deceitful, evil, and witless.  Those were cruel words, and they must have deeply hurt Job.  He implies that Job is lacking brains and judgment.  (PBC)
11:12 The NIV text note contrasts two related but utterly different Biblical animals—the wild donkey and the domestic donkey.

11:13–20 Zophar assumes that Job’s problems are rooted in his sin; all Job has to do is to repent, and then his life will become blessed and happy. But God nowhere guarantees a life “brighter than noonday” (v. 17) simply because we are his children. He has higher purposes for us than our physical prosperity, or people courting our favor (v. 19). Zophar’s philosophy is in conflict with Ps 73.

11:13 stretch out your hands to him. For help (see Pr 1:24; La 1:17). – His manner of speaking reminds us of the “decision theology” that is prominent in the preaching of certain religious evangelists today.  (PBC) 
11:15 lift up your face without shame. Zophar echoes Job’s thought in 10:15.

11:17 LIFE WILL BE BRIGHTER – The rest of thy life shall be unclouded prosperity. (ACC)

      LIKE MORNING – Thus the sun of thy prosperity shall arise, and shine more and more unto the perfect day. This is the image which the sacred writer employs, and it is correct and elegant.  (ACC)

11:16 YOU WILL BE SECURE – Thou shalt not fear any farther evils to disturb thy prosperity, for thou shalt have a well-grounded hope and confidence that thou shalt no more be visited by adversity. (ACC) – This is “prosperity theology” and false and misleading.  (PBC)
11:20 Bildad ended his speech in a similar way (see 8:22).

          WICKED WILL FAIL – This is no true.  Often they are successful in this life.  He further implied that Job was one of the wicked unless he turned to God.  He therefore presumed to judge Job to be a wicked person.  In so doing, Zophar sided with Satan against God, who commended Job.  (PBC)

