JOB

Chapter 12

Job

Then Job replied: ﻿2﻿ “Doubtless you are the people, and wisdom will die with you! ﻿3﻿ But I have a mind as well as you; I am not inferior to you. Who does not know all these things? ﻿4﻿ “I have become a laughingstock to my friends, though I called upon God and he answered— a mere laughingstock, though righteous and blameless! ﻿5﻿ Men at ease have contempt for misfortune as the fate of those whose feet are slipping. ﻿6﻿ The tents of marauders are undisturbed, and those who provoke God are secure— those who carry their god in their hands. ﻿a﻿ ﻿7﻿ “But ask the animals, and they will teach you, or the birds of the air, and they will tell you; ﻿8﻿ or speak to the earth, and it will teach you, or let the fish of the sea inform you. ﻿9﻿ Which of all these does not know that the hand of the LORD has done this? ﻿10﻿ In his hand is the life of every creature and the breath of all mankind. ﻿11﻿ Does not the ear test words as the tongue tastes food? ﻿12﻿ Is not wisdom found among the aged? Does not long life bring understanding? ﻿13﻿ “To God belong wisdom and power; counsel and understanding are his. ﻿14﻿ What he tears down cannot be rebuilt; the man he imprisons cannot be released. ﻿15﻿ If he holds back the waters, there is drought; if he lets them loose, they devastate the land. ﻿16﻿ To him belong strength and victory; both deceived and deceiver are his. ﻿17﻿ He leads counselors away stripped and makes fools of judges. ﻿18﻿ He takes off the shackles put on by kings and ties a loincloth ﻿b﻿ around their waist. ﻿19﻿ He leads priests away stripped and overthrows men long established. ﻿20﻿ He silences the lips of trusted advisers and takes away the discernment of elders. ﻿21﻿ He pours contempt on nobles and disarms the mighty. ﻿22﻿ He reveals the deep things of darkness and brings deep shadows into the light. ﻿23﻿ He makes nations great, and destroys them; he enlarges nations, and disperses them. ﻿24﻿ He deprives the leaders of the earth of their reason; he sends them wandering through a trackless waste. ﻿25﻿ They grope in darkness with no light; he makes them stagger like drunkards. 
12:1–14:22 As before, Job’s reply is divided into two parts: He speaks to his three friends (12:2–13:19), then to God (13:20–14:22).

12:2 For the first time, Job reacts with sarcasm to the harshness of his counselors (see v. 20). – Doubtless ye are the wisest men in the world; all wisdom is concentrated in you; and when ye die, there will no more be found on the face of the earth! This is a strong irony.  (ACC)
12:3 Who does not know … ? See v. 9. The advice of Job’s friends is trivial and commonplace. – All your boasted wisdom consists only in strings of proverbs which are in every person’s mouth, and are no proof of wisdom and experience in them that use them.  (ACC)
12:4 God … answered. In the days before his suffering began (contrast 9:16). – Though I am invoking God for help and salvation, yet my friends mock me in this most solemn and sacred work. But God answers me. (ACC)
12:5 The prosperous despise those who, like Job, have trouble. – At this time it is obvious that Job’s irritation at his friends’ unkind accusations made him react by overstating his case.  (PBC)
12:6 Such statements (see 9:21–24) irked the counselors and made them brand Job as a man whose feet were slipping (see v. 5). – Those who live by the plunder of their neighbors are often found in great secular prosperity; and they that provoke God by impiety and blasphemy live in a state of security and affluence. These are administrations of Providence which cannot be accounted for; yet the Judge of all the earth does right. Therefore prosperity and adversity are no evidences of a man’s spiritual state, nor of the place he holds in the approbation or disapprobation of God.  (ACC)
12:7–12 Job appeals to all creation to prove that God does what he pleases—that he does not use a person’s piety as the sole basis for granting freedom from affliction.

12:7 they will teach you. That the righteous suffer and the evil are secure. – Job not doubt stretched the truth somewhat.  (PBC)
12:9 Lord. The only place in Job’s and his friends’ speeches (chs. 3–37) where the divine name “Lord” (Hebrew Yahweh) is used (see Introduction: Author).

12:11 Echoed by Elihu in 34:3. Cf. 6:6, where Job says that Eliphaz’s words are like “tasteless food.”

12:12 Job sarcastically chides his counselors for being elders and yet lacking in true wisdom.

12:13–25 The theme of this section is stated in v. 13: God is sovereign in the created world, and especially in history. The rest of the poem dwells on the negative aspects of God’s power and wisdom—e.g., the destructive forces of nature (vv. 14–15), how judges become fools (v. 17), how priests become humiliated (v. 19), how trusted advisers are silenced and elders deprived of good sense (v. 20). Contrast the claim of Eliphaz that God always uses his power in ways that make sense (5:10–16).

12:15 HE HOLDS BACK THE WATERS – This is, I think, an allusion to the third day’s work of the creation, Genesis 1:9: And God said, Let the waters be gathered together unto one place, and let the dry land appear. Thus the earth was drained, and the waters collected into seas, and bound to their particular places.  (ACC)

12:19 OVERTHROWS MEN – What multitudes of proofs of this does the history of the world present! Even the late disastrous war with the French republic and empire, which began in 1793, and continued without intermission till 1814, was afterwards renewed, and had a catastrophe that went nearly to ruin Europe. How many princes, or rather priests, have been spoiled of their power, influence, and authority; and how many mighty men—captains, generals, admirals, etc., have been overthrown! But supposing that the writer of the Book of Job lived, as some think, after the captivity, how many priests were led away spoiled, both from Israel and Judah; and how many kings and mighty men were overthrown in the disastrous wars between the Assyrians, Babylonians, and Jews!  (ACC)

12:20 See note on v. 2.

12:21a, 24b The Hebrew text of these lines is repeated verbatim in Ps 107:40.

12:22 God knows even secret, evil plans.

12:25 grope in darkness. Job concludes this section with a parody of Eliphaz’s confident assertion in 5:14.

