JOB

Chapter 13
“My eyes have seen all this, my ears have heard and understood it. ﻿2﻿ What you know, I also know; I am not inferior to you. ﻿3﻿ But I desire to speak to the Almighty and to argue my case with God. ﻿4﻿ You, however, smear me with lies; you are worthless physicians, all of you! ﻿5﻿ If only you would be altogether silent! For you, that would be wisdom. ﻿6﻿ Hear now my argument; listen to the plea of my lips. ﻿7﻿ Will you speak wickedly on God’s behalf? Will you speak deceitfully for him? ﻿8﻿ Will you show him partiality? Will you argue the case for God? ﻿9﻿ Would it turn out well if he examined you? Could you deceive him as you might deceive men? ﻿10﻿ He would surely rebuke you if you secretly showed partiality. ﻿11﻿ Would not his splendor terrify you? Would not the dread of him fall on you?12﻿ Your maxims are proverbs of ashes; your defenses are defenses of clay. ﻿13﻿ “Keep silent and let me speak; then let come to me what may. ﻿14﻿ Why do I put myself in jeopardy and take my life in my hands? ﻿15﻿ Though he slay me, yet will I hope in him; I will surely ﻿c﻿ defend my ways to his face. ﻿16﻿ Indeed, this will turn out for my deliverance, for no godless man would dare come before him! ﻿17﻿ Listen carefully to my words; let your ears take in what I say. ﻿18﻿ Now that I have prepared my case, I know I will be vindicated. ﻿19﻿ Can anyone bring charges against me? If so, I will be silent and die. ﻿20﻿ “Only grant me these two things, O God, and then I will not hide from you: ﻿21﻿ Withdraw your hand far from me, and stop frightening me with your terrors. 22﻿ Then summon me and I will answer, or let me speak, and you reply. ﻿23﻿ How many wrongs and sins have I committed? Show me my offense and my sin. ﻿24﻿ Why do you hide your face and consider me your enemy? ﻿25﻿ Will you torment a windblown leaf? will you chase after dry chaff? ﻿26﻿ For you write down bitter things against me and make me inherit the sins of my youth. ﻿27﻿ You fasten my feet in shackles; you keep close watch on all my paths by putting marks on the soles of my feet. ﻿28﻿ “So man wastes away like something rotten, like a garment eaten by moths. 
13:1 all this. God’s sovereign actions as described in ch. 12. – Ye have brought nothing new to me; I know those maxims as well as you: nor have you any knowledge of which I am not possessed.  (ACC)
13:2 See 15:9. I am not inferior to you. Repeated from 12:3.

13:3 ARGUE MY CASE WITH GOD – He speaks here to reference to the proceedings in a court of justice. Ye pretend to be advocates for God, but ye are forgers of lies: O that God himself would appear! Before him I could soon prove my innocence of the evils with which ye charge me. (ACC)

13:4 WORTHLESS PHYSICIANS – Ye are as feeble in your reasonings as ye are inefficient in your skill. Ye can neither heal the wound of my mind, nor the disease of my body. In ancient times every wise man professed skill in the healing art, and probably Job’s friends had tried their skill on his body as well as on his mind. He therefore had, in his argument against their teaching, a double advantage: Your skill in divinity and physic is equal: in the former ye are forgers of lies; in the latter, ye are good-for-nothing physicians. (ACC)

13:5 See v. 13. The friends’ silent presence had ministered to Job earlier (see 2:13), but Job’s current retort is intended as sarcasm (cf. Pr 17:28). – Their approach has been legalistic, the law approach, instead of evangelical, the gospel approach.  Their argument has been from effect to cause.  They had little awareness of his problem, and even less true sympathy for him.  Their words only made Job feel worse, and had the effect of irritating him and arousing him to strike back at them.  Using the language of medicine, Job accused them of smearing him with lies and of being quack doctors whose diagnosis was wrong and whose prescription was worse than useless.  As counselors they did more harm than good.  The best thing they could do from now on would be to keep silent.  (PBC)
13:6 MY ARGUMENT – The speeches in this book are conceived as it delivered in a court of justice, different counselors pleading against each other. Hence most of the terms are forensic. (ACC)

13:8 SHOW HIM PARTIALITY – This means to try to gain favor from someone by bribery or some other improper motivation.  (PBC)

        ARGUE THE CASE FOR GOD – Job asked if they were trying to curry God’s favor by downgrading him, and if they were attempting to act as God’s lawyers.  (PBC)

13:9 IF HE EXAMINED YOU – Would it be to your credit if God should try your hearts, and uncover the motives of your conduct? Were you tried as I am, how would you appear? (ACC)

13:12 PROVERBS OF ASHES – Your memorable sayings are proverbs of dust. This is properly the meaning of the original. This he speaks in reference to the ancient and reputedly wise sayings which they had so copiously quoted against him. (ACC)

          defenses. Arguments in their defense of God’s judgment.

      OF CLAY – This clause is variously translated: Your swelling heaps are swelling heaps of mire. That is, Your high-flown speeches are dark, involved, and incoherent; they are all sound, no sense; great swelling words, either of difficult or no meaning, or of no point as applicable to my case. (ACC) – Their arguments would crumble like pots of clay.  (PBC)
13:13 KEEP SILENT – You have perverted righteousness and truth, and your pleadings are totally irrelevant to the case; you have traveled out of the road; you have left law and justice behind you.  (ACC)

13:14TAKE MY LIFE IN MY HANDS – A proverbial expression. I risk every thing on the justice of my cause. I put my life in my hand, 1 Samuel 28:21. I run all hazards; I am fearless of the consequences. (ACC)

13:15 See NIV text note. Both readings state that no matter what happens, Job intends to seek vindication from God and believes that he will receive it (see v. 18). – This is a remarkable expression of Job’s faith in God.  Regardless of what might happen to Job, he would still hope and trust in God.  (PBC)
13:16 turn out for my deliverance. See Php 1:19 (perhaps Paul was reflecting on Job’s experience).

13:17 Job asks his friends to listen to what he is going to say to God in 13:20–14:22.

13:18 PREPARED MY CASE – I am now ready to come into court, and care not how many I have to contend with, provided they speak truth. (ACC)

13:20 two things. Job wants God (1) to withdraw his hand of punishment (v. 21), and (2) to start communicating with him (v. 22). – It can be literally translated, “Only don’t do two things to me.”  Those two things are mentioned in verse 21. (PBC)
13:21 See 9:34.

13:23 Job’s words are based on the counselors’ point that suffering always implies sinfulness. He does not yet understand that God has a higher purpose in his suffering. 
          wrongs … sins … offense. The three most important OT terms for sin (see note on Ex 34:7).

13:24 hide your face. Withhold your blessing (see note on Ps 13:1).

13:25 windblown leaf … dry chaff. See note on Ps 1:4.

13:26 sins of my youth. Since Job feels that he is not presently guilty of a sinful life, God must still be holding the sins of his youth against him. 
       write down … things against me. See Ps 130:3; Hos 13:12; contrast 1Co 13:5. – The indictment is filled with bitter or grievous charges, which, if proved, would bring me to bitter punishment. (ACC)
13:27 You fasten … my paths. Elihu later quotes Job’s words (see 33:11). 

          marks on the soles of my feet. The Babylonian code of Hammurapi (18th century b.c.) attests to the practice of putting marks on slaves. Job feels that he is being harassed by a God who has taken him captive and is tormenting him (see v. 25).

13:28–14:1 The introduction to ch. 14, expressing the pessimistic theme that man’s legacy is trouble and his destiny is death.

13:28 garment eaten by moths. See Mt 6:19–20; Lk 12:33.

