JOB

Chapter 14

“Man born of woman is of few days and full of trouble. ﻿2﻿ He springs up like a flower and withers away; like a fleeting shadow, he does not endure. ﻿3﻿ Do you fix your eye on such a one? Will you bring him ﻿d﻿ before you for judgment? ﻿4﻿ Who can bring what is pure from the impure? No one! ﻿5﻿ Man’s days are determined; you have decreed the number of his months and have set limits he cannot exceed. ﻿6﻿ So look away from him and let him alone, till he has put in his time like a hired man. ﻿7﻿ “At least there is hope for a tree: If it is cut down, it will sprout again, and its new shoots will not fail. ﻿8﻿ Its roots may grow old in the ground and its stump die in the soil, ﻿9﻿ yet at the scent of water it will bud and put forth shoots like a plant. 10﻿ But man dies and is laid low; he breathes his last and is no more. ﻿11﻿ As water disappears from the sea or a riverbed becomes parched and dry, ﻿12﻿ so man lies down and does not rise; till the heavens are no more, men will not awake or be roused from their sleep. ﻿13﻿ “If only you would hide me in the grave ﻿e﻿ and conceal me till your anger has passed! If only you would set me a time and then remember me! ﻿14﻿ If a man dies, will he live again? All the days of my hard service I will wait for my renewal ﻿f﻿ to come. ﻿15﻿ You will call and I will answer you; you will long for the creature your hands have made. ﻿16﻿ Surely then you will count my steps but not keep track of my sin. ﻿17﻿ My offenses will be sealed up in a bag; you will cover over my sin. 18﻿ “But as a mountain erodes and crumbles and as a rock is moved from its place, ﻿19﻿ as water wears away stones and torrents wash away the soil, so you destroy man’s hope. ﻿20﻿ You overpower him once for all, and he is gone; you change his countenance and send him away. ﻿21﻿ If his sons are honored, he does not know it; if they are brought low, he does not see it. ﻿22﻿ He feels but the pain of his own body and mourns only for himself.” 
14:1 See 5:7. – Int these verse Job makes several remarkable statements.  To the reader of today they may sound too pessimistic, but are they?  Let’s put ourselves in Job’s place.  He had lost his property and children, and now he is suffering indescribable pain, intense anxiety, and deep loneliness.  He received no help from his unfeeling friends.  Their visit rather increased his distress.  In addition, he was tempted to feel that even God has forsaken him.  (PBC)
14:2–6 A symmetrical poem centered around v. 4; v. 2 corresponds to v. 5, and v. 3 to v. 6. Job expostulates with God: Given man’s insignificance and inherited impurity, why do you take him so seriously (see 13:25)?

14:2 He … withers away. Life at best is brief and fragile (see 8:19; Ps 37:2; Isa 40:7, 24). 

        like a fleeting shadow. See note on 8:9. – Himself, as he appears among men, is only the shadow of his real, substantial, and eternal being. He is here compared to a vegetable; he springs up, bears his flower is often nipped by disease, blasted by afflictions and at last cut down by death. The bloom of youth, even in the most prosperous state, is only the forerunner of hoary hairs, enfeebled muscles, impaired senses, general debility, anility, and dissolution. (ACC)
14:3 DO YOU FIX YOUR EYE – The whole of this chapter is directed to God alone; in no part of it does he take any notice of his friends. (ACC)

14:6 LET HIM ALONE – Cease to try him by afflictions and distresses, that he may enjoy some of the comforts of life, before he be removed from it: and thus, like a hireling, who is permitted by his master to take a little repose in the heat of the day, from severe labor, I shall also have a breathing time from affliction, before I come to that bound over which I cannot pass. See Job 10:20 (note), where there is a similar request. (ACC)

14:7–12 Man is like a flower that lives its short life and is gone (v. 2), not like a tree that revives even after it has been cut down.

14:7 sprout. The Hebrew root underlying this word is translated “renewal” in v. 14.
14:9 SCENT O F WATER – A fine metaphor: the water acts upon the decaying and perishing tree, as strong and powerful odors from musk, otto of roses, ammonia, etc., act on a fainting or swooning person. (ACC)

14:13–17 Job’s spirit now appears to rise above the despair engendered by his rotting body. Although resurrection in the fullest sense is not taught here, Job is saying that if God so desires he is able to hide Job in the grave, then raise him back to life at a time when the divine anger is past.

          THEN REMEMBER ME – The word “remember” has a strong, loving connotation.  In the account of the great flood we read that “God remembered Noah” (Genesis 8:1).  That does not imply that God had forgotten him, but tells us that God was deeply concerned about Noah and all who were with him in the ark.  (PBC)

14:14 hard service. See note on 7:1.

          RENEWAL – The Hebrew word is the same root as the word translated “sprout again” in verse 7.  There is refers to the new growth of a tree that has been cut down.  What a striking picture that is of the resurrection.  (PBC)

14:17 SEALED UP IN A BAG – An allusion to the custom of collecting evidence of state transgressions, sealing them up in a bag, and presenting them to the judges and officers of state to be examined, in order to trial and judgment.  (ACC)

14:18–22 Job’s pessimism arises not from skepticism about the possibility of resurrection from the dead but rather from God’s apparent unwillingness to do something immediately for a person like him, whose life has become a nightmare of pain and mourning.

14:18 MOUNTAIN ERODES – Every thing in nature is exposed to mutability and decay:—even mountains themselves may fall from their bases, and be dashed to pieces; or be suddenly swallowed up by an earthquake; and, by the same means, the strongest and most massive rocks may be removed.

14:20 CHANGE HIS COUNTENANCE – Probably an allusion to the custom of covering the face, when the person was condemned, and sending him away to execution. (ACC)

