JOB

Chapter 17

My spirit is broken, my days are cut short, the grave awaits me. ﻿2﻿ Surely mockers surround me; my eyes must dwell on their hostility. ﻿3﻿ “Give me, O God, the pledge you demand. Who else will put up security for me? ﻿4﻿ You have closed their minds to understanding; therefore you will not let them triumph. ﻿5﻿ If a man denounces his friends for reward, the eyes of his children will fail. ﻿6﻿ “God has made me a byword to everyone, a man in whose face people spit. ﻿7﻿ My eyes have grown dim with grief; my whole frame is but a shadow. ﻿8﻿ Upright men are appalled at this; the innocent are aroused against the ungodly. ﻿9﻿ Nevertheless, the righteous will hold to their ways, and those with clean hands will grow stronger. 10﻿ “But come on, all of you, try again! I will not find a wise man among you. ﻿11﻿ My days have passed, my plans are shattered, and so are the desires of my heart. ﻿12﻿ These men turn night into day; in the face of darkness they say, ‘Light is near.’ ﻿13﻿ If the only home I hope for is the grave, ﻿b﻿ if I spread out my bed in darkness, ﻿14﻿ if I say to corruption, ‘You are my father,’ and to the worm, ‘My mother’ or ‘My sister,’ ﻿15﻿ where then is my hope? Who can see any hope for me? ﻿16﻿ Will it go down to the gates of death ﻿c﻿? Will we descend together into the dust?” 
17:1 MY SPIRIT IS BROKEN – The idea is, that his vital powers were nearly extinct; his breath failed; his power was weakened, and he was ready to die. This is connected with the previous chapter. (ACC) – Literally snuffed out, as a fire might be extinguished.  (PBC)
        the grave awaits me. See note on vv. 10–16. – He had only the grave to look forward to.  (PBC)
17:2 MY EYES MUST DWELL ON THEIR HOSTILITY – He referred to his friends as “mockers” who could only bear “hostility” against him.  The charges they had brought against his were very serious.  If the charges were false, his friends could be punished severely for falsely accusing him, according to the law of God as recorded by Moses in Deuteronomy 19:16-19.  (PBC)
17:3 Give me … the pledge you demand. Job is asking God for a guarantee that he is right, that he is not guilty of sins that deserve punishment (as his counselors have said). – Job turned to God and begged him to give him a pledge that he was innocent of the charges leveled against him. These words indicate that Job still had faith in God and that God would be the witness he spoke of in the previous chapter (16:19).  (PBC)
17:4 their minds. Those of his three friends. – That is, the heart of his professed friends. Job says that they were blind and perverse, and indisposed to render him justice. (ACC)
    YOU WILL NOT LET THEM TRIUMPH – By the honor of deciding a case like this, or by the reputation of wisdom. The name of sage or “wise” man was among the most valued in those times; but Job says that that would not be awarded to his friends. God would not exalt or honor people thus devoid of wisdom. (ACC)

17:5 Job quotes a proverb to counter the false accusations of his friends. – Here it is synonymous with plunder or spoil; and the idea is, that he who betrayeth his friends to the spoil or to the spoiler, the eyes of his children shall fail. The meaning in this connection is, that the friends of Job had acted as one would who should announce the residence of his neighbors to robbers, that they might come and plunder them. Instead of defending him, they had acted the part of a traitor. (ACC)
     EYES OF HIS CHILDREN WILL FAIL – He shall be punished. To do this is a crime, and great calamity shall come upon him, represented by the failure of the eyes of his children. Calamity is not unfrequently expressed by the loss of the eyes; see Prov. 30:17.  (ACC)
17:6–9 The guarantee Job asked for is not provided, so he feels that God is responsible for making him an object of scorn. If the tone of vv. 8–9 is intended as sarcastic (as v. 10 would seem to indicate), the “upright” and “innocent” are the counselors.
17:6 byword. See 30:9; an object of scorn and ridicule (see the covenant curse in Dt 28:37). – People had come to associate the name of “Job” with the most humiliating suffering.  (PBC)
    in whose face people spit. See 30:10. - The Arabic word means to spit out with contempt; and the various forms of the nouns derived from the verb are applied to anything detested, or detestable; to the parings of the nails; to an abandoned woman; to a dog, etc. Job means to say that he was treated as the most loathsome and execrable object.  (ACC)
17:7 frame is but a shadow. See note on 2:7. – “I am a mere skeleton, I am exhausted and emaciated by my sufferings.” It is common to speak of persons who are emaciated by sickness or famine as mere shadows. (ACC) – What a contrast to his earlier noble appearance when he was respected as the greatest man in the community.  (PBC)
17:8 UPRIGHT MEN ARE APPALLED AT THIS – At the course of events in regard to me. They will be amazed that God has suffered a holy man to be plunged into such calamities, and to be treated in this manner by his friends. The fact at which he supposes they would be so much astonished was, that the good were afflicted in this manner, and that no relief was furnished.  (ACC)

17:10–16 Zophar had promised that Job’s repentance would turn his darkness into light (11:17). Job now makes a parody on such advice (vv. 12–16). His only hope is the grave (see v. 1), which will not be as his home had been (vv. 13–15).

17:10 TRY AGAIN – Job saw little hope of progress in the discussion with his three friends because their minds were closed.  (PBC)
17:11 MY PLANS ARE SHATTERED – All my plans fail, and my schemes of life come to an end. No matter what they could say now, it was all over with him, and he must die.  (ACC)

17:12 LIGHT IS NEAR – “According to the consolations of his friends, his present trouble was just like the darkest hour which just precedes the dawn, if he would admit the guilt they ascribed to him.”  (Kretzmann)

17:13 home. See Ecc 12:5. 

          darkness. See 18:18; the netherworld (see note on 10:21).

17:14 In the grave, one’s family consists only of decomposition and maggots.

17:15 where … is my hope? See 14:19. – What hope have I of life? What possibility is there of my escape from death?  (ACC)
       WHO CAN SEE ANY HOPE – That is, who will see any hopes that I may now cherish fulfilled. If I cherish any, they will be disappointed, and no one will see them accomplished.  (ACC)

17:16 gates of death. See 38:17; Mt 16:18. In Mesopotamian literature, all who entered the netherworld passed through a series of seven gates. 

      dust. See note on 7:21. – The rest of me and my hopes. My hopes and myself will expire together.  (ACC) 

