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Bildad 

Then Bildad the Shuhite replied: ﻿2﻿ “When will you end these speeches? Be sensible, and then we can talk. ﻿3﻿ Why are we regarded as cattle and considered stupid in your sight? ﻿4﻿ You who tear yourself to pieces in your anger, is the earth to be abandoned for your sake? Or must the rocks be moved from their place? ﻿5﻿ “The lamp of the wicked is snuffed out; the flame of his fire stops burning. ﻿6﻿ The light in his tent becomes dark; the lamp beside him goes out. ﻿7﻿ The vigor of his step is weakened; his own schemes throw him down. ﻿8﻿ His feet thrust him into a net and he wanders into its mesh. ﻿9﻿ A trap seizes him by the heel; a snare holds him fast. ﻿10﻿ A noose is hidden for him on the ground; a trap lies in his path. ﻿11﻿ Terrors startle him on every side and dog his every step. ﻿12﻿ Calamity is hungry for him; disaster is ready for him when he falls. ﻿13﻿ It eats away parts of his skin; death’s firstborn devours his limbs. ﻿14﻿ He is torn from the security of his tent and marched off to the king of terrors. ﻿15﻿ Fire resides ﻿a﻿ in his tent; burning sulfur is scattered over his dwelling. ﻿16﻿ His roots dry up below and his branches wither above. ﻿17﻿ The memory of him perishes from the earth; he has no name in the land. ﻿18﻿ He is driven from light into darkness and is banished from the world. ﻿19﻿ He has no offspring or descendants among his people, no survivor where once he lived. ﻿20﻿ Men of the west are appalled at his fate; men of the east are seized with horror. ﻿21﻿ Surely such is the dwelling of an evil man; such is the place of one who knows not God.” 
18:1–4 Bildad resents what he perceives to be a belittling attitude. He considers Job’s emotional reaction as self-centered and irrational. Bildad appears to have been as sensitive of his own feelings as he was insensitive of the feelings of others.  We can all use Bildad as a warning example when we visit someone who is sick or depressed. How unfortunate it is to turn a visiting sessions into a lecture or heated argument.  (PBC)
18:4 IN YOUR ANGER – The meaning is, that he was in the paryoxysms of a violent rage; he acted like a madman.  (ACC)

        FOR YOUR SAKE – A reproof of his pride and arrogance. “Shall everything be made to give way for you? Are you the only man in the world and of so much importance, that the earth is to be made vacant for you to dwell in? Are the interests of all others to be sacrificed for you, and is everything else to give place for you? Are all the laws of God’s government to be made to yield rather than that you should be punished?” (ACC)
        ROCKS BE MOVED – “Shall the most firm and immutable things give way for your special accommodation? Shall the most important and settled principles of the divine administration be made to bend on your account?” (ACC)

18:5–21 Another poem on the fate of the wicked (see 8:11–19; 15:20–35). Bildad wants to convince Job that he is wrong when he claims that the righteous suffer and the wicked prosper. Bildad is absolutely certain that every wicked person gets paid in full, in this life, for his wicked deeds. – Their theology was strictly a law theology without any gospel element, a theology of works and not a theology of grace.  They refused to acknowledge that God would permit a godly person to suffer affliction.  (PBC) 
18:5 The lamp of the wicked is snuffed out. See 21:17; repeated in Pr 13:9. Life, symbolized by light, is extinguished. – Light here is an emblem of prosperity. (ACC)

        FIRE STOPS BURNING – Hebrew the flame of his fire. There may be an allusion here to the customs of Arabian hospitality. This was, and is, their national glory, and it is their boast that no one is ever refused it. The emblem of fire or flame here may refer to the custom of kindling a fire on an eminence, near a dwelling, to attract the stranger to share the hospitality of the owner of it; or it may refer to the fire in his tent, which the stranger was always at liberty to share.  (ACC)

18:6 LAMP BESIDE HIM GOES OUT – The reference is to a lamp that was suspended from the ceiling. The Arabians are fond of this image. Thus, they say, “Bad fortune has extinguished my lamp.” Of a man whose hopes are remarkably blasted, they say, “He is like a lamp which is immediately extinguished if you let it sink in the oil.” (ACC)

18:7 STEP IS WEAKENED – “Steps of strength” is a Hebraism, to denote firm or vigorous steps.  (ACC)

18:8 FEET THRUST HIM INTO A NET – He is caught in his own tricks, as if he had spread a net or dug a pitfall for another, and had fallen into it himself. The meaning is, that he would bring ruin upon himself while he was plotting the rain of others; see Ps. 9:16, “The wicked is snared by the work of his own hands;” compare the note at Job 5:13. The phrase “by his own feet” here means, that he walks there himself. He is not led or driven by others, but he goes himself into the net. (ACC)

    INTO THE MESH – Or a pitfall. This was formerly the mode of taking wild beasts. It was done by excavating a place in the earth, and covering it over with turf, leaves, etc. supported in a slender manner; so that the lion, or elephant or tiger that should tread on it, would fall through. These methods of taking wild beasts have been practiced from the earliest times, and are practiced everywhere. (ACC)
18:9 A SNARE HOLDS HIM FAST – Another method of taking wild beasts. It was a snare so made as to spring suddenly on an animal, securing him by the neck or feet. (ACC)

18:10 A NOOSE IS HIDDEN – The word used here means a cord, or rope; and then a snare, gin, or toil, such as is used by hunters. It was used in some way as a noose to secure an animal. This was concealed (Hebrew) “in the earth”—so covered up that an animal would not perceive it, and so constructed that it might be made to spring upon it suddenly.  (ACC)

          A TRAP LIES – It is a general term; though undoubtedly used to denote a particular instrument, then well known. The general idea in all this is, that the wicked man would be suddenly seized by calamities, as a wild animal or a bird is taken in a snare. (ACC)

18:11 TERRORS STARTLE – He shall be constantly subject to alarms, and shall never feel secure. “Terrors here are represented as allegorical persons, like the Furies in the Greek poets.” Noyes. The idea here is substantially the same as that given by Eliphaz, Job 15:21-22.  (ACC)

18:12 CALAMITY IS HUNGRY – Shall be exhausted by hunger or famine. (ACC)

18:13 death’s firstborn. See 5:7. – The “first-born” is usually spoken of as distinguished for vigor and strength; Gen. 49:3, “Reuben, thou art my first-born, my might, and the beginning of my strength;” (ACC) – Here Bildad probably referred to disease which would “devour his limbs” so they could hardly be recognized.  (PBC)
18:14 king of terrors. A vivid figure of speech referring to death, which is personified in v. 13. Canaanite literature pictured death as the devouring god Mot. Isaiah reverses the figure and envisions the Lord as swallowing up death forever (Isa 25:8; see 1Co 15:54).

18:15 burning sulfur. Reminiscent of the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah (see Ge 19:24). – Brimstone has been always the image of desolation. Nothing will grow on a field that is covered with sulphur; and the meaning here is, that his house would be utterly desolate and forsaken. (ACC)
18:16 roots … and … branches. Cf. Am 2:9; figurative for descendants (see, e.g., Isa 11:1, 10) and/or ancestors (see, e.g., Jdg 5:14; Isa 14:29). – Another image of complete desolation—where he is compared to a tree that is dead (ACC)
18:17 memory of him perishes.† Bildad says nothing about punishment in the realm of death. The only retribution beyond the grave that he mentions is having one’s memory (name) cut off by not leaving any heirs (see v. 19). – Men when they meet together in highways and places of concourse—when traveler meets traveler, and caravan caravan, shall not pause to speak of him and of the loss which society has substained by his death. It is one of the rewards of virtue that the good will speak of the upright man when he is dead; that they will pause in their journey, or in their business, to converse about him; and that the poor and the needy will dwell with affectionate interest upon their loss. (ACC)
18:18 darkness. See 17:13; the netherworld (see note on 10:21). – “They shall drive him.” The meaning is, that he should be driven from a state of prosperity to one of calamity. (ACC)
18:19 HAS NO OFFSPRING – All his family shall be cut off. He shall have no one to perpetuate his name or remembrance. All this Job could not help applying to himself, as it was doubtless intended he should. The facts in his case were just such as were supposed in these proverbs about the wicked; and hence, his friends could not but conclude that he was a wicked man; and hence, his friends could not but conclude that he was a wicked man; and hence, too, since these were undisputed maxims, Job felt so much embarrassment in answering them. (ACC)

18:21 evil man … knows not God. Having no intimate knowledge of God is synonymous with being wicked (see Hos 4:1–2, 6).

