JOB

Chapter 19

Then Job replied:  ﻿2﻿ “How long will you torment me and crush me with words? ﻿3﻿ Ten times now you have reproached me; shamelessly you attack me. ﻿4﻿ If it is true that I have gone astray, my error remains my concern alone. ﻿5﻿ If indeed you would exalt yourselves above me and use my humiliation against me, ﻿6﻿ then know that God has wronged me and drawn his net around me. ﻿7﻿ “Though I cry, ‘I’ve been wronged!’ I get no response; though I call for help, there is no justice. ﻿8﻿ He has blocked my way so I cannot pass; he has shrouded my paths in darkness. ﻿9﻿ He has stripped me of my honor and removed the crown from my head. ﻿10﻿ He tears me down on every side till I am gone; he uproots my hope like a tree. 11﻿ His anger burns against me; he counts me among his enemies. ﻿12﻿ His troops advance in force; they build a siege ramp against me and encamp around my tent. ﻿13﻿ “He has alienated my brothers from me; my acquaintances are completely estranged from me. ﻿14﻿ My kinsmen have gone away; my friends have forgotten me. ﻿15﻿ My guests and my maidservants count me a stranger; they look upon me as an alien. ﻿16﻿ I summon my servant, but he does not answer, though I beg him with my own mouth. ﻿17﻿ My breath is offensive to my wife; I am loathsome to my own brothers. ﻿18﻿ Even the little boys scorn me; when I appear, they ridicule me. ﻿19﻿ All my intimate friends detest me; those I love have turned against me. 0﻿ I am nothing but skin and bones; I have escaped with only the skin of my teeth. ﻿21﻿ “Have pity on me, my friends, have pity, for the hand of God has struck me. ﻿22﻿ Why do you pursue me as God does? Will you never get enough of my flesh? ﻿23﻿ “Oh, that my words were recorded, that they were written on a scroll, ﻿24﻿ that they were inscribed with an iron tool on ﻿ lead, or engraved in rock forever! ﻿25﻿ I know that my Redeemer ﻿ lives, and that in the end he will stand upon the earth.﻿ ﻿26﻿ And after my skin has been destroyed, yet ﻿ in ﻿ my flesh I will see God; ﻿27﻿ I myself will see him with my own eyes—I, and not another. How my heart yearns within me! ﻿28﻿ “If you say, ‘How we will hound him, since the root of the trouble lies in him, ﻿’ ﻿29﻿ you should fear the sword yourselves; for wrath will bring punishment by the sword, and then you will know that there is judgment. ﻿
19:2 CRUSH ME WITH WORDS – Crush me, or bruise me—like breaking any thing in a mortar, or breaking rocks by repeated blows of the hammer. (ACC)
19:3 Ten times. Several times. Ten is often used as a round number (see, e.g., Ge 31:41; 1Sa 1:8).

        SHAMELESSLY YOU ATTACK ME – The word in Arabic, he says, means to be “stupid with wonder.” It is applied, he supposes, to those who are “stiff or rigid” with stupor; and then to those who have a stony heart and an iron an iron fore-head—and who can look on the suffering without feeling or compassion. This sense accords well with the connection here. (ACC)

19:4 my concern alone. Job’s friends have no right to interfere or to behave as if they were God (see v. 22).

19:5 USE MY HUMILIATION AGAINST ME – Instead of magnifying yourselves against me, setting yourselves up as censors and judges, overwhelming me with reproaches and filling my mind with pain and anguish, you ought to show to me the sympathy of a friend. (ACC)
19:6 wronged. Cf. 40:8. The Hebrew for this verb is twice translated “pervert” in 8:3, where Bildad denied that God perverts justice. But Job, struggling with the enigma of his suffering, can only conclude that God is his enemy, though in fact he is his friend who delights in him (see 1:8; 2:3). Job’s true enemy, of course, is the Accuser. 

      drawn his net. The wicked may get themselves into trouble, as Bildad had pointed out (see 18:8–10), but Job here attributes his suffering to God.

19:7 I cry, ‘I’ve been wronged!’ Lit. “I cry, ‘Violence!’ ” See Hab 1:2. – he violence referred to is that which was brought upon him by God. It is, indeed, harsh language; but it is not quite sure that he means to complain of God for doing him injustice. God had dealt with him in a severe or violent manner, is the meaning, and he had cried unto him for relief, but had cried in vain.  (ACC)

19:8–12 In Job’s mind, God is at war with him (see 16:12–14).

19:8 BLOCKED MY WAY – This figure is taken from a traveler, whose way is obstructed by trees, rocks, or fences, so that he cannot get along, and Job says it was so with him. He was traveling along in a peaceful manner on the journey of life, and all at once obstructions were put in his path, so that he could not go farther. This does not refer, particularly, to his spiritual condition, if it does at all. It is descriptive of the obstruction of his plans, rather than of spiritual darkness or distress.  (ACC)

19:9 REMOVED MY CROWN – The crown is an emblem of honor and dignity—and Job says that God had removed all that contributed to his—and Job says that God had removed all that contributed to his former dignity.  (ACC)

19:10 uproots my hope like a tree. See 24:20; unlike 14:7–9, where Job had used as a symbol of hope a tree that is cut down but later sprouts again. – A tree, which is plucked up by the roots, and which does not grow again. That is, his hopes of life and happiness, of an honored old age, and of a continuance of his prosperity, had been wholly destroyed. This does not refer to his “religious” hope—as the word hope is often used now—but to his desire of future comfort and prosperity in this life. It does not appear but that his religious hope, arising from confidence in God, remained unaffected.  (ACC)
19:11 ANGER BURNS AGAINST ME – Wrath in the Scriptures is usually represented as burning or inflamed—because like fire it destroys everything before it. (ACC)

19:12 siege ramp. See 30:12. – As and army that is about to lay siege to a city, or that is marching to attack it, casts up a way of access to it, and thus obtains every facility to take it.  (ACC)
     ENCAMP AROUND MY TENT – In the manner of an army besieging a city. Often an army is encamped in this manner for months or even years, in order to reduce the city by famine. (ACC)

19:13–19 See Jer 12:6. Nothing in life hurts more than rejection by one’s family and friends. Job’s children are gone, and his wife, brothers, friends and servants find him repulsive.

19:13 COMPLETELY ESTRANGED FROM ME – What an accurate description is this of what often occurs! In prosperity a man will be surrounded by friends; but as soon as his prosperity is stripped away, and he is overwhelmed with calamity, they withdraw, and leave him to suffer alone. Proud of his acquaintance before, they now pass him by as a stranger, or treat him with cold civility, and when he “needs” their friendship, they are gone. (ACC)

19:16 HE DOES NOT ANSWER – He lost all respect for me, and paid me no attention. (ACC)

19:17 breath is offensive. See note on 2:7. – The literal meaning is, “my breath is “strange” to my wife;” and the idea is, that there had been such a change in him from his disease, that his breath was not that which she had been accustomed to breathe without offence, and that she now turned away from it as if it were the breath of a stranger. (ACC)

19:18 little boys scorn me. An intolerable insult in a patriarchal society, where one’s elders were to be honored and respected (see Ex 20:12 and note).

19:20 skin and bones. See note on 2:7. – The meaning of this probably is, “my skin and flesh are dried up so that the bone seems adhere to the skin, and so that the form of the bone becomes visible.” It is designed to denote a state of great emaciation, and describes an effect which we often see. (ACC)

          skin of my teeth. The NIV text note understands the phrase to imply that even Job’s teeth are gone
19:21 hand of God has struck me. See 1:11; 2:4–6; see also note on v. 6. – The meaning is, that he had been subjected to great calamities by God, and that it was right to appeal now to his friends, and to expect their sympathy and compassion. (ACC)
19:22 WILL YOU NEVER GET ENOUGH OF MY FLESH – At this point Job appears to have hit an all-time low.  He was in the dumps.  He felt desperate.  We might safely say that, of all the characters in the Bible, none was more forsaken than job – except one, Jesus Christ.  (PBC)
19:23–27 Probably the best-known and most-loved passage in the book of Job, reaching a high point in Job’s understanding of his own situation and of his relationship to God. Its position between two sections in which Job pleads with (vv. 21–22) and then warns (vv. 28–29) his friends causes it to stand out even more boldly.

19:23 my words. Job would have his complaint and defense recorded so that even after his death they would endure until he is finally vindicated. 

          scroll. See note on Ex 17:14.

19:24 iron. See also 20:24; 28:2; 40:18; 41:27. Iron did not come into common use in the ancient Near East until the 12th century b.c.
A stylus, or an engraving tool. The instrument formerly used for writing or engraving was a small, sharp-pointed piece of iron or steel, that was employed to mark on lead or stone—somewhat in the form of small graying tools now. When the writing was on wax, the instrument was made with a flat head, that it could be obliterated by pressing it on or passing it over the wax. The reason why Job mentions the iron pen here is, that he wished a permanent record. He did not desire one made with paint or chalk, but one which would convey his sentiments down to future times.  (ACC)
19:25 I know that my Redeemer lives.† This staunch confession of faith has been appropriated by generations of Christians, especially through the medium of Handel’s Messiah. But these celebrate redemption from guilt and judgment; Job had more than this in mind. Although in other contexts he desires a defender (see NIV text note; see also Pr 23:11) as an advocate in heaven who would plead with God on his behalf (see 9:33–34; 16:18–21 and notes; see also note on 5:1), here the Redeemer seems to be none other than God himself or possibly the Messiah (see note on Ru 2:20). Job expresses confidence that ultimately God will vindicate his faithful servants in the face of all false accusations. – It must have been his faith in his God and Savior that kept him from collapsing under the severe sufferings and trials.  As Job looked ahead in faith to his Savior, he could for the moment forget his present troubles and in faith see what lay ahead for him after his life on earth had ended.  (PBC)
          in the end. Lit. “afterward” (after Job’s life has ended). 

          he will stand. To defend and vindicate me.

19:26 my skin has been destroyed. Job senses that the ravages of his disease will eventually bring about his death. 

          I will see God. He is absolutely certain, however, that death is not the end of existence and that someday he will stand in the presence of his Redeemer and see him with his own eyes (see v. 27; see also Mt 5:8; 1Jn 3:2). See note on 42:5.

19:27 I MYSELF WILL SEE HIM – It will not come to be by mere report. I shall not merely hear of the decision of God in my favor, but I shall myself behold him. He will at length come forth, and I shall be permitted to see him, and shall have the delightful assurance that he settles this controversy in my favor, and declares that I am his friend. (ACC)

19:28 hound. The Hebrew for this verb is translated “pursue” in v. 22. It serves as a clue that Job’s tirade against the counselors is being resumed after the intervening section (vv. 23–27).

