JOB

Chapter 23

Job 

Then Job replied: ﻿2﻿ “Even today my complaint is bitter; his hand ﻿a﻿ is heavy in spite of ﻿b﻿ my groaning. ﻿3﻿ If only I knew where to find him; if only I could go to his dwelling! ﻿4﻿ I would state my case before him and fill my mouth with arguments. ﻿5﻿ I would find out what he would answer me, and consider what he would say. ﻿6﻿ Would he oppose me with great power? No, he would not press charges against me. ﻿7﻿ There an upright man could present his case before him, and I would be delivered forever from my judge. ﻿8﻿ “But if I go to the east, he is not there; if I go to the west, I do not find him. ﻿9﻿ When he is at work in the north, I do not see him; when he turns to the south, I catch no glimpse of him. ﻿10﻿ But he knows the way that I take; when he has tested me, I will come forth as gold. ﻿11﻿ My feet have closely followed his steps; I have kept to his way without turning aside. ﻿12﻿ I have not departed from the commands of his lips; I have treasured the words of his mouth more than my daily bread. ﻿13﻿ “But he stands alone, and who can oppose him? He does whatever he pleases. ﻿14﻿ He carries out his decree against me, and many such plans he still has in store. ﻿15﻿ That is why I am terrified before him; when I think of all this, I fear him. ﻿16﻿ God has made my heart faint; the Almighty has terrified me. ﻿17﻿ Yet I am not silenced by the darkness, by the thick darkness that covers my face. 
3:2 my complaint. See 21:4 and note. 

      his hand is heavy. See NIV text notes; 33:7; see also note on 1Sa 5:6. (Dagon’s broken hand lay on the ground (v. 4), but the Lord shows the reality and strength of his own hand by bringing a plague (see note on 6:4) on the people of Ashdod and the surrounding area (see vv. 9, 11). God would not be manipulated by his own people (see note on 4:3), nor would he permit the Philistines to think that their victory over the Israelites and the capture of the ark demonstrated the superiority of their god over the God of Israel.)
23:3 where to find him. See note on vv. 8–9. – The argument had been with his three friends, and he saw that there was no use in attempting further to convince them. If he could get the cause before God, and be allowed go plead it there, he felt assured that justice would be done him. But he had not been able to do this. God had not come forth in any visible and public manner as he wished, so that the cause could be fairly tried before such a tribunal, and he was in darkness.  (ACC)
23:4 STATE MY CASE – That is, I would arrange my arguments, or plead my cause, as one does in a court of justice. I would suggest the considerations which would show that I am not guilty in the sense charged by my friends, and that notwithstanding my calamities, I am the real friend of God. (ACC)

23:5 FIND OUT WHAT HE WOULD ANSWER – That is, I wish to understand what would be “his” decision in the case—and what would be his judgment in regard to me. That was of infinitely more importance than any opinion which “man” could form, and Job was anxious to have the matter decided by a tribunal which could not err.  (ACC)

23:6 not press charges against me. Job is seeking a fair trial. In 9:14–20 Job was fearful that he could not find words to argue with God. Now he is confident that if God would give him a hearing, he would be acquitted (see 13:13–19; see also Ps 17:1–3; 26:1–3 and notes).

23:7 UPRIGHT MAN COULD PRESENT – One who is conscious of his integrity might carry his cause there, with the assurance that he would be heard, and that justice would be done him. There can be no doubt that Job here refers to himself, though. he speaks in the third person, and advances this as a general proposition. (ACC)

23:8–9 east … west … north … south. Whatever direction Job went, he could not find God (contrast Ps 139:7–10). – The King James Version of verse 8 and 9 are translated thus:  “Behold I go forward, but he is not there: and backward, but I cannot perceive him: On the left hand, where he doth work, but I cannot behold him: he hideth himself on the right hand, that I cannot see him. As different as those two translations may appear to be, they are essentially the same.  Both are correct. The Hebrew faced east in determining their directions.  To them east, the direction of the rising sun, was forward.  West was behind them.  As the Hebrews faced east, the direction south was to their right and north to their left. Their names for the four directions are more concrete than ours (east, west, north, south).  (PBC)
23:8, 10 I do not find him … But he knows the way that I take. Job is frustrated over his apparent inability to have an audience with God, who knows that he is an upright man. Job is here answering Eliphaz’s admonition beginning in 22:21: “Submit to God and … prosperity will come.” Job replies that this is what he has always done (vv. 11–12). He treasures God’s words more than his daily food. He admits that God is testing him—not to purge away his sinful dross, but to show that Job is pure gold (see Ps 119:11, 101, 168; 1Pe 1:7).

23:12 Job’s response to the advice offered by Eliphaz in 22:22. 

          words … more than daily bread. See Dt 8:3. – (quoted by Jesus in response to the devil’s temptation (see Mt 4:4; Lk 4:4). Bread sustains but does not guarantee life, which is God’s gift to those who trust in and live by his word: his commands and promises (see vv. 1, 18). God’s “discipline” (v. 5) of his people by bringing them through the desert taught them this fundamental truth. There they were humbled (cf. v. 14) by being cast in total dependence on the Lord.)
23:13 he stands alone.† Lit. “he is one (unique).” Job worships the one true God—there is no other (see Dt 6:4 and note [A divinely revealed insight, especially important in view of the multiplicity of Baals and other gods of Canaan and elsewhere]). 

          He does whatever he pleases. He is sovereign (see Ps 115:3; 135:6; Lk 10:21). – From this passage we see that the doctrine of divine sovereignty was understood at a very early age of the world, and entered undoubtedly into the religion of the patriarchs. (ACC)
23:15 I am terrified. See note on 21:6. A necessary part of Job’s faith is fear of a God who does what he pleases. By contrast, the counselors tried to make God predictable. – So vast are the plans of God; so uncertain to us is it what will be developed next; so impossible is it to resist God when he comes forth to execute his plans, that they fill the mind with reverence and fear. (ACC)
23:17 I am not silenced by the darkness. Job responds to Eliphaz’s accusation in 22:11 (see note there). – Before these calamities came upon me. (ACC)
