JOB

Chapter 27

  And Job continued his discourse: ﻿2﻿ “As surely as God lives, who has denied me justice, the Almighty, who has made me taste bitterness of soul, ﻿3﻿ as long as I have life within me, the breath of God in my nostrils, ﻿4﻿ my lips will not speak wickedness, and my tongue will utter no deceit. ﻿5﻿ I will never admit you are in the right; till I die, I will not deny my integrity. ﻿6﻿ I will maintain my righteousness and never let go of it; my conscience will not reproach me as long as I live. ﻿7﻿ “May my enemies be like the wicked, my adversaries like the unjust! ﻿8﻿ For what hope has the godless when he is cut off, when God takes away his life? ﻿9﻿ Does God listen to his cry when distress comes upon him? ﻿10﻿ Will he find delight in the Almighty? Will he call upon God at all times? 11﻿ “I will teach you about the power of God; the ways of the Almighty I will not conceal. ﻿12﻿ You have all seen this yourselves. Why then this meaningless talk? ﻿13﻿ “Here is the fate God allots to the wicked, the heritage a ruthless man receives from the Almighty: ﻿14﻿ However many his children, their fate is the sword; his offspring will never have enough to eat. ﻿15﻿ The plague will bury those who survive him, and their widows will not weep for them. ﻿16﻿ Though he heaps up silver like dust and clothes like piles of clay, ﻿17﻿ what he lays up the righteous will wear, and the innocent will divide his silver. ﻿18﻿ The house he builds is like a moth’s cocoon, like a hut made by a watchman. ﻿19﻿ He lies down wealthy, but will do so no more; when he opens his eyes, all is gone. ﻿20﻿ Terrors overtake him like a flood; a tempest snatches him away in the night. ﻿21﻿ The east wind carries him off, and he is gone; it sweeps him out of his place. ﻿22﻿ It hurls itself against him without mercy as he flees headlong from its power. ﻿23﻿ It claps its hands in derision and hisses him out of his place. 
27:1–23 The dialogue-dispute section of the book begins with Job’s opening lament (ch. 3), continues with the three cycles of speeches (chs. 4–14; 15–21; 22–26) and concludes with Job’s closing discourse (ch. 27), in which he reasserts his own innocence (vv. 2–6) and eloquently describes the ultimate fate of the wicked (vv. 13–23). – It is also significant that none of three friends in their speeches directly addressed God or appealed to him to hear them.  We get the distinct impression that to them God was an abstract power distant from their personal lives.  On the other hand Job had a close relationship with God and spoke to him in intimate terms.  (PBC)
27:2 As surely as God lives. The most solemn of oaths (see note on Ge 42:15 [As surely as Pharaoh lives.† Joseph did not invoke an Egyptian god (see Jer 12:16; Am 8:14; see also 1Sa 1:26; 17:55; 2Sa 11:11; 14:19).]). Job’s faith in God continued despite his perception of denied justice. – This oath expression is an invitation to God to curse Job if what he says is not true.  It also expresses Job’s hope that God will hear him and render a verdict favorable to him.  In the words that follow, however, Job boldly complains that God has denied him justice, and the Almighty has made him taste bitterness of soul.  Those words remind us of Naomi’s statement when with her daughter-in-law Ruth she returned from Moab to Bethlehem.  She said: “The Almighty has made my life bitter” and “the Lord has afflicted me; the Almighty has brought misfortune upon me”  (Ruth 1:20,21)  (PBC)
27:3 LIFE..BREATH OF GOD – Even while Job was complaining, he still confessed that God had given him life and breath.  The Hebrew words translated “life” and “breath” can both be translated “breath.”  They are synonyms.  The first word is the same in Hebrew as the word translated “breath” in Genesis 2:7: “The Lord God formed the man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and man became a living being.”  In this chapter Job confesses that God had created him and given him life and breath. Job was no evolutionist.  (PBC)
27:5 I WILL NEVER ADMIT – Several English versions translate the opening words more literally: “Far be it from me to admit you are right.”  That is a strong expression.  The KJV renders those words “God forbid that I should justify you.”  (PBC) 

        you. The Hebrew for this word is plural. In his summary statement, Job once again speaks to his three friends as a group.

27:6 maintain my righteousness. God had spoken similarly of Job (see 2:3). – I hold on to the consciousness of integrity and uprightness. I cannot, will not, part with that. Job had lost his property, his health, and his domestic comforts, but he had in all this one consolation—he felt that he was sincere. He had been subjected to calamity by God as if he were a wicked man, but still he was resolved to adhere to the consciousness of his uprightness. (ACC)
27:7 May my enemies be like the wicked. Job calls for his friends, who had falsely accused him of being wicked, to be treated as though they themselves were wicked men (cf. Ps 109:6–15; 137:8–9). – This is probably said that he might show that it was not his intention to justify the wicked, and that in all that he had said it was no part of his purpose to express approbation of their course. His friends had charged him with this; but he now solemnly disclaims it, and says that he had no such design. To show how little he meant to justify the wicked, he says that the utmost that he could desire for an enemy would be, that he would be treated as he believed the wicked would be. (ACC)
27:11 I will teach you. Job is about to remind his counselors about an issue on which they all agree: that the truly wicked deserve God’s wrath (vv. 13–23). The three friends had falsely put Job in that category.

27:13–23 A poem that dramatizes the effect of Job’s earlier call for redress (v. 7).

27:13 Job echoes the words of Zophar in 20:29 (see note there [Like Bildad in 18:21, Zophar concludes his speech with a summary statement in which he claims that all he has said is in accord with God’s plans for judging sinners. Such is the fate God allots the wicked. Repeated almost verbatim by Job in 27:13.])
27:14 THEIR FATE IS THE SWORD – The deeds of the wicked will adversely affect their children and the widows.  Job is, of course, generalizing.  We need not conclude that in every instance during this lifetime the survivors of the ungodly will meet such a fate.  In many instances they do not, just as Job had previously pointed out.  But unless they repent, they will suffer eternal loss.  In comparison to that, any gain they might achieve in this life is insignificant.  (PBC)

27:16 LIKE DUST – There is a fascinating double meaning the word “dust.” In the OT it sometimes expresses great abundance.  On one occasion God told Abraham:  “I will make your offspring like the dust of the earth, so that if anyone could count the dust, then your offspring could be counted” (Genesis 13:16).  At other times the word “dust” signifies destruction and decay, and is used in connection with death.  In his psalm Moses addresses God: “You turn men back to dust, saying, ‘Return to dust, O sons of men”’ (Psalm 90:3).  No matter how much wealth a godless person accumulates, it will have no lasting value for him.  (PBC)
27:18 cocoon … hut. Symbols of fragility (see note on 4:19; Isa 1:8 and note; 24:20). – The house which the moth builds is the slight fabric which it makes for its own dwelling in the garment which it consumes. On this verse compare Job 8:14. The dwelling of the moth is composed of the materials of the garment on which it feeds, and there may be an allusion here not only to the fact that the house which the wicked reared for themselves would be temporary, and that it would soon pass away like the dwelling of the moth, but that it was obtained—like the dwelling of the moth—at the expense of others. (ACC) – In biblical time temporary shelters were erected in fields during harvest time.  Isaiah compares the disobedient people of Judah to such a hut or shelter that stands desolate in a vineyard or in a melon patch (Is. 1:8).  (PBC)
27:19 LIE DOWN WEALTHY BUT – In the parable of the Rich Farmer, Jesus spoke of the uncertainty of wealth and the suddenness of death.  God addressed that materialistic person: “You fool! This very night your life will be demanded from you.  Then who will get what you have prepared for yourself?” (Luke 12:20).  Those are sobering words.  (PBC) 
27:20 LIKE A FLOOD – That is, as suddenly and violently as angry floods.  (ACC)

          SNATCHING HIM AWAY IN THE NIGHT – He is suddenly cut off by the wrath of God. A tempest comes upon him as unexpectedly as a thief or robber comes at night. Death is often represented as coming upon man with the silence of a thief, or the sudden violence of a robber at midnight.  (ACC)

27:21 east wind. See note on 15:2. (See 27:21; 38:24; the sirocco that blows in from the desert (see notes on Ge 41:6; Jer 4:11). – For the ungodly, death can only have terrors.  (PBC) 
27:23 IN DERISION AND HISSES HIM OUT OF HIS PLACE – Here Job goes beyond his friends in the sharpness of his language.  He closes this part of his speech  by picturing death as an enemy that gleefully claps his hands and maliciously hisses at the evildoer when he meets his end.  By making the picture even more severe than his friends had, Job emphasizes that the way of the evildoer leads to destruction.  But such an evildoer he himself is not, Job firmly maintains.  (PBC)
