JOB

Chapter 29

   Job continued his discourse: ﻿2﻿ “How I long for the months gone by, for the days when God watched over me, ﻿3﻿ when his lamp shone upon my head and by his light I walked through darkness! ﻿4﻿ Oh, for the days when I was in my prime, when God’s intimate friendship blessed my house, ﻿5﻿ when the Almighty was still with me and my children were around me, ﻿6﻿ when my path was drenched with cream and the rock poured out for me streams of olive oil. ﻿7﻿ “When I went to the gate of the city and took my seat in the public square, ﻿8﻿ the young men saw me and stepped aside and the old men rose to their feet; ﻿9﻿ the chief men refrained from speaking and covered their mouths with their hands; ﻿10﻿ the voices of the nobles were hushed, and their tongues stuck to the roof of their mouths. 11﻿ Whoever heard me spoke well of me, and those who saw me commended me, ﻿12﻿ because I rescued the poor who cried for help, and the fatherless who had none to assist him. ﻿13﻿ The man who was dying blessed me; I made the widow’s heart sing. ﻿14﻿ I put on righteousness as my clothing; justice was my robe and my turban. ﻿15﻿ I was eyes to the blind and feet to the lame. ﻿16﻿ I was a father to the needy; I took up the case of the stranger. ﻿17﻿ I broke the fangs of the wicked and snatched the victims from their teeth. ﻿18﻿ “I thought, ‘I will die in my own house, my days as numerous as the grains of sand. ﻿19﻿ My roots will reach to the water, and the dew will lie all night on my branches. ﻿20﻿ My glory will remain fresh in me, the bow ever new in my hand.’ ﻿21﻿ “Men listened to me expectantly, waiting in silence for my counsel. ﻿22﻿ After I had spoken, they spoke no more; my words fell gently on their ears. ﻿23﻿ They waited for me as for showers and drank in my words as the spring rain. ﻿24﻿ When I smiled at them, they scarcely believed it; the light of my face was precious to them. ﻿f﻿ ﻿25﻿ I chose the way for them and sat as their chief; I dwelt as a king among his troops; I was like one who comforts mourners. 
29:1–31:40 Like a lawyer submitting his final brief, Job presents a three-part summation: Part one (ch. 29) is a nostalgic review of his former happiness, wealth and honor; part two (ch. 30) is a lament over the loss of everything, especially his honor; part three (ch. 31) is a final protestation of his innocence.

29:1–25 A classic example of Semitic rhetoric, using the following symmetrical pattern: blessing (vv. 2–6), honor (vv. 7–10), benevolence (vv. 11–17), blessing (vv. 18–20), honor (vv. 21–25).

29:2–6 Words charged with emotion. In earlier days, God had been Job’s friend and companion.

29:3 by his light I walked. See note on 22:28. – This is a symbol of God’s guidance and blessing.  (PBC)
29:4 when God’s intimate friendship blessed my house. Lit. “when God’s council was by my tent,” or “when God was an intimate in my tent.” The clause evokes a situation similar to that in Ge 18, where God and two members of his heavenly council eat and drink at Abraham’s tent—and there God discloses to his friend the imminent birth of the promised son and God’s intentions concerning Sodom and Gomorrah.

29:5 my children were around me. See 1:2.

29:6 cream … olive oil. Symbols of richness and luxury (see 20:17; Eze 16:19). – Job had so much milk or cream that he could use them to bathe his feet if he wished.  (PBC)
29:7 gate of the city. Where the most important business was conducted and the most significant legal cases were tried (see note on Ru 4:1). 

        took my seat. As a city elder, a member of the ruling council (see note on Ge 19:1).

29:12–13 I rescued … the fatherless … I made the widow’s heart sing. Implicitly responding to Eliphaz’s accusation in 22:9, Job expresses his concern for the helpless and unfortunate (see 24:9; 31:16–18, 21).

29:14 I put on righteousness … justice was my robe. For similar imagery see Isa 59:17; 61:10; Eph 6:14, 17. – In similar language the Bible elsewhere describes virtues as garments that beautify the wearer.  In his daily life Job’s righteousness and justice were as plain to see as the clothes he wore.  (PBC)
29:18 I thought. Job muses on what might have been the course of his life.

29:19 ROOTS WILL REACH TO THE WATER – Perhaps we don’t appreciate the significance of those words, for most regions of the US have sufficient rainfall.  In the area where Job live the climate was dry, almost desert-like.  Fresh green shrubs were not common except in oases, and the people were dependent on dew to give the plants sufficient moisture.  (PBC)

29:20 THE BOW – This expression is used in the Bible to indicate strength and agility.  (PBC)

29:21–25 His counsel was valued (vv. 21–23), his approval sought (v. 24) and his civic leadership accepted with gratitude (v. 25).

