JOB 
Chapter 39

   Do you know when the mountain goats give birth? Do you watch when the doe bears her fawn? ﻿2﻿ Do you count the months till they bear? Do you know the time they give birth? ﻿3﻿ They crouch down and bring forth their young; their labor pains are ended. ﻿4﻿ Their young thrive and grow strong in the wilds; they leave and do not return. ﻿5﻿ “Who let the wild donkey go free? Who untied his ropes? ﻿6﻿ I gave him the wasteland as his home, the salt flats as his habitat. ﻿7﻿ He laughs at the commotion in the town; he does not hear a driver’s shout. ﻿8﻿ He ranges the hills for his pasture and searches for any green thing. ﻿9﻿ “Will the wild ox consent to serve you? Will he stay by your manger at night? ﻿10﻿ Can you hold him to the furrow with a harness? Will he till the valleys behind you? ﻿11﻿ Will you rely on him for his great strength? Will you leave your heavy work to him? ﻿12﻿ Can you trust him to bring in your grain and gather it to your threshing floor? ﻿13﻿ “The wings of the ostrich flap joyfully, but they cannot compare with the pinions and feathers of the stork. 14﻿ She lays her eggs on the ground and lets them warm in the sand, ﻿15﻿ unmindful that a foot may crush them, that some wild animal may trample them. ﻿16﻿ She treats her young harshly, as if they were not hers; she cares not that her labor was in vain, ﻿17﻿ for God did not endow her with wisdom or give her a share of good sense. ﻿18﻿ Yet when she spreads her feathers to run, she laughs at horse and rider. ﻿19﻿ “Do you give the horse his strength or clothe his neck with a flowing mane? ﻿20﻿ Do you make him leap like a locust, striking terror with his proud snorting? ﻿21﻿ He paws fiercely, rejoicing in his strength, and charges into the fray. ﻿22﻿ He laughs at fear, afraid of nothing; he does not shy away from the sword. ﻿23﻿ The quiver rattles against his side, along with the flashing spear and lance. ﻿24﻿ In frenzied excitement he eats up the ground; he cannot stand still when the trumpet sounds. ﻿25﻿ At the blast of the trumpet he snorts, ‘Aha!’ He catches the scent of battle from afar, the shout of commanders and the battle cry. ﻿26﻿ “Does the hawk take flight by your wisdom and spread his wings toward the south? 27﻿ Does the eagle soar at your command and build his nest on high? ﻿28﻿ He dwells on a cliff and stays there at night; a rocky crag is his stronghold. ﻿29﻿ From there he seeks out his food; his eyes detect it from afar. ﻿30﻿ His young ones feast on blood, and where the slain are, there is he.” 
39:1 MOUNTAIN GOATS – The mountain goat, also known as the ibex, inhabits the steep cliffs of the wilderness.  It is still found in various parts of the Middle East.  It is very shy and timid.  As a protection against hostile forces God has endowed this animal with a keep sense of smell, sure and nimble feet that enable it to climb rocks and run swiftly, and a tan color that blends in well with the rocky hillside. God has created this animal to be totally independent of any human help.  (PBC) 
39:5 wild donkey. See 24:5; see also the description of Ishmael in Gen 16:12 and note there (Away from human settlements, Ishmael would roam the desert like a wild donkey). – In the opening chapter of this book the writer informs us that Job owned 500 donkeys (1:3). In the closing chapter he tells us that the number of donkeys was doubled to 1000 (42:12). Those were domesticated animals that were useful to the owner for labor and transportation, and milk.  The donkey mentioned in these four verses of this chapter is a different breed, was wild donkey.  It would be difficult if not impossible to tame him. He is a free and wide-ranging animal who inhabits desolate places, “salt flats.”  Like other animals he craves salt to supplement his diet of grass.  He also shies away from venturing to a city where people might disturb his carefree lifestyle.  He enjoys his unlimited freedom.  He stands in sharp contrast to the slow, plodding and submissive domesticated donkey.  And yet the two kinds of animals had something in common.  Both the wild donkey and the domesticated donkey were created by the all-wise and all-powerful God, who watches over both and provides for them.  (PBC)
39:9–12 As there was an implied contrast between the wild donkey and the domestic donkey (see v. 7), here there is a more explicit contrast between the wild ox and the domestic ox. – Under no circumstances would this ox consent to submit to Job or serve him.  (PBC)
39:11 great strength. In the OT, the wild ox (the now virtually extinct aurochs) often symbolizes strength (see, e.g., Nu 23:22; 24:8; Dt 33:17; Ps 29:6). Next to the elephant and rhinoceros, the wild ox was the largest and most powerful land animal of the OT world.

39:13–18† This stanza is unique in the discourses, because in it the Lord asks Job no questions.

39:13 pinions and feathers of the stork. A stork’s wings were particularly impressive (see Zec 5:9). – In sharp contrast to the sections that precede and follow, this passage describes a creature that appears to be stupid, awkward, and comical.  In these lines God describes a female ostrich.  She has a small head attached to a large body by a long, skinny neck.  She has long legs and short, stubby wings that are unable to lift the big bird into flight, but rather serve to enable her to run swiftly.  With unattractive physical features and her swiftness of foot she reminds one of a camel.  (PBC)
39:18 horse and rider. Forms a transition to the next paragraph.

39:19–25 The horse is the only domestic animal in the discourses. This fact, though unexpected, serves the Lord’s purpose, since it is specifically the war horse that is in view. – This eloquent passage gives us one if the most striking descriptions of an animal in all literature.  The horse is no doubt the noblest of all domesticated animals.  It is a creature of true beauty.  (PBC)
39:20 like a locust. Horses and locusts are compared also in Jer 51:27; Rev 9:7; cf. Joel 2:4.

39:26 hawk. The sparrow hawk, not resident to Palestine, stops there in its migration south for the winter. – The Bible mentions the hawk in only two other passages, Leviticus 11:16 and Deuteronomy 14:15.  In both passages it is listed among the unclean birds that Israelites were forbidden to eat.  The hawk is a bird that can swiftly swoop down on other birds and kill them.  (PBC)
39:27 eagle. Or possibly “vulture” (see v. 30). – In its graceful flight the eagle can swoop down upon its prey with uncanny precision and incredible speed.  God has endowed this majestic bird with unusually keen sight so that it can detect its victim from a distance and quickly pounce upon it and carry it off to its nest.  (PBC)
In this speech God’s description of selected animals began with the lion, the king of beasts, and ends with the eagle, king of birds.  In between he directed Job’s attention to a lineup of interesting animals and birds.  These are only a small sampling of God’s marvelous creatures.  As with Job we ponder the great mystery of God’s work of creation, must we not bow in deep humility and praise our almighty God?  And when we pause to reflect that this same God created us human beings in his own image and also redeemed us through his Son Jesus Christ, we must surely joyfully exclaim with David: “ I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made” (Psalm 139:14).  (PBC)
