JOB

Chapter 6

Job 

Then Job replied: ﻿2﻿ “If only my anguish could be weighed and all my misery be placed on the scales! ﻿3﻿ It would surely outweigh the sand of the seas— no wonder my words have been impetuous. ﻿4﻿ The arrows of the Almighty are in me, my spirit drinks in their poison; God’s terrors are marshaled against me. ﻿5﻿ Does a wild donkey bray when it has grass, or an ox bellow when it has fodder? ﻿6﻿ Is tasteless food eaten without salt, or is there flavor in the white of an egg ﻿a﻿? ﻿7﻿ I refuse to touch it; such food makes me ill. ﻿8﻿ “Oh, that I might have my request, that God would grant what I hope for, ﻿9﻿ that God would be willing to crush me, to let loose his hand and cut me off! ﻿10﻿ Then I would still have this consolation— my joy in unrelenting pain— that I had not denied the words of the Holy One. ﻿11﻿ “What strength do I have, that I should still hope? What prospects, that I should be patient? ﻿12﻿ Do I have the strength of stone? Is my flesh bronze? ﻿13﻿ Do I have any power to help myself, now that success has been driven from me? ﻿14﻿ “A despairing man should have the devotion of his friends, even though he forsakes the fear of the Almighty. ﻿15﻿ But my brothers are as undependable as intermittent streams, as the streams that overflow ﻿16﻿ when darkened by thawing ice and swollen with melting snow, ﻿17﻿ but that cease to flow in the dry season, and in the heat vanish from their channels. ﻿18﻿ Caravans turn aside from their routes; they go up into the wasteland and perish. ﻿19﻿ The caravans of Tema look for water, the traveling merchants of Sheba look in hope. 20﻿ They are distressed, because they had been confident; they arrive there, only to be disappointed. ﻿21﻿ Now you too have proved to be of no help; you see something dreadful and are afraid. ﻿22﻿ Have I ever said, ‘Give something on my behalf, pay a ransom for me from your wealth, ﻿23﻿ deliver me from the hand of the enemy, ransom me from the clutches of the ruthless’? ﻿24﻿ “Teach me, and I will be quiet; show me where I have been wrong. ﻿25﻿ How painful are honest words! But what do your arguments prove? ﻿26﻿ Do you mean to correct what I say, and treat the words of a despairing man as wind? ﻿27﻿ You would even cast lots for the fatherless and barter away your friend. ﻿28﻿ “But now be so kind as to look at me. Would I lie to your face? ﻿29﻿ Relent, do not be unjust; reconsider, for my integrity is at stake. ﻿30﻿ Is there any wickedness on my lips? Can my mouth not discern malice? 
6:2–3 Job appeals for a sympathetic understanding of the harsh words he spoke in ch. 3. (CSB)
The words Eliphaz had stung Job.  Instead of giving him comfort, they had only added to his suffering.  (PBC)
6:2 ANGUISH COULD BE WEIGHED – Job wished to be dealt with according to justice; as he was willing that his sins, if they could be proved, should be weighed against his sufferings; and if this could not be done, he wished that his sufferings and his complainings might be weighed together; and it would then be seen that, bitter as his complaint had been, it was little when compared with the distress which occasioned it.  (ACC) 
6:3 MISERY BE PLACED ON THE SCALES – This includes two ideas: their number was too great to be counted; their weight was too great to be estimated.  (ACC) 
Ancient scales had two trays balanced from a center pole.  Resorting to exaggeration, Job said that if his sufferings were placed on one tray and all the sand of the sea one other, his sufferings would outweigh them.  (PBC)

      MY WORDS HAVE BEEN IMPETUOUS – Although we can’t condone Job’s strong language in accusing God, we must try to understand that the afflictions which God had permitted Satan to bring upon Job were extremely severe.  (PBC)
6:4 arrows of the Almighty. Job shares Eliphaz’s “orthodox” theology and believes that God is aiming his arrows of judgment at him—though he does not know why (see 7:20; 16:12–13; see also La 3:12; cf. Dt 32:23; Ps 7:13; 38:2). (CSB)
There is an evident reference here to wounds inflicted by poisoned arrows; and to the burning fever occasioned by such wounds, producing such an intense parching thirst as to dry up all the moisture in the system, stop all the salivary ducts, thicken and inflame the blood, induce putrescency, and terminate in raging mania, producing the most terrifying images, from which the patient is relieved only by death. (ACC)  (CSB)
Job felt that God had used him as a target for shooting his poisoned arrows.  (PBC
6:5–6 Job claims the right to bray and bellow, since he has been wounded by God and offered tasteless food (words) by his friends. (CSB)
6:8–9 Job repeats the thoughts of ch. 3. (CSB)
6:8 THAT I MIGHT HAVE MY REQUEST – As Job had no hope that he should ever be redeemed from his present helpless state, he earnestly begs God to shorten it by taking away his life.

6:9 LOOSE HIS HAND – A metaphor taken from an archer drawing his arrow to the head, and then loosing his hold, that the arrow may fly to the mark.  (ACC)

       CUT ME OFF – This means to cut the thread so a fabric can be removed from the loom.  (PBC)

6:10 Then. In the afterlife, Job would have the joy of knowing that he had remained true to God. (CSB)
Not only would he then be freed from his many miseries, he would also have satisfaction that God had heard his prayer for release.  (PBC)
6:11–13 With no human resources left, Job considers his condition hopeless. (CSB)
6:11 WHAT STRENGTH DO I HAVE – I can never suppose that my strength will be restored; and, were that possible, have I any comfortable prospect of a happy termination of my life? Had I any prospect of future happiness, I might well bear my present ills; but the state of my body and the state of my circumstances preclude all hope.  (ACC)
        patient. See note on 9:2–3. (CSB)
6:14–15 See Gal 6:1. Job needs spiritual help, but his friends are proving to be undependable. (CSB)
6:15 brothers. By calling his friends his “brothers,” Job makes their callousness stand out more sharply. (CSB)
    UNDEPENDABLE AS INTERMITTENT STREAMS – There is probably an allusion here to those land torrents which make a sudden appearance, and as suddenly vanish; being produced by the rains that fall upon the mountains during the rainy season, and are soon absorbed by the thirsty sands over which they run. At first they seem to promise a permanent stream, and are noticed with delight by the people, who fill their tanks or reservoirs from their waters; but sometimes they are so large and rapid as to carry every thing before them: and then suddenly fail, so that there is no time to fill the tanks. The approach of Job’s friends promised much of sympathy and compassion; his expectations were raised: but their conduct soon convinced him that they were physicians of no value; therefore he compares them to the deceitful torrents that soon pass away. (ACC) 
The word for “undependable” is literally “treacherous.”  When he needed them most they didn’t come through.  (PBC)
6:16 DARKENED BY THAWING ICE – He represents the waters as being sometimes suddenly frozen, their foam being turned into the semblance of snow or hoar-frost: when the heat comes, they are speedily liquefied; and the evaporation is so strong from the heat, and the absorption so powerful from the sand, that they soon disappear.  (ACC)

6:18 TURN ASIDE FROM THEIR ROUTES – They sometimes forsake their ancient channels, which is a frequent case with the river Ganges; and growing smaller and smaller from being divided into numerous streams, they go to nothing and perish—are at last utterly lost in the sands.  (ACC)

6:19 Tema. See note on Isa 21:14. (CSB)
The caravans coming from Tema are represented as arriving at those places where it was well known torrents did descend from the mountains, and they were full of expectation that here they could not only slake their thirst, but fill their girbas or water-skins; but when they arrive, they find the waters totally dissipated and lost. In vain did the caravans of Sheba wait for them; they did not reappear: and they were confounded, because they had hoped to find here refreshment and rest. (ACC)
        Sheba. See note on 1:15. (CSB)
6:21 PROVED TO BE OF NO HELP – Ye are just to me as those deceitful torrents to the caravans of Tema and Sheba; they were nothing to them; ye are nothing to me. Ye see my casting down—Ye see that I have been hurried from my eminence into want and misery, as the flood from the top of the mountains, which is divided, evaporated, and lost in the desert. (ACC)

6:22–23 Job has not asked them for anything except what will cost them nothing: their friendship and counsel. (CSB)
6:25 honest words. Job is referring to his own words. (CSB)
Job’s words show that he was open to his friends’ opinions and wanted to discuss his problem with them.  The Hebrew word translated “painful” also implies frank, honest, straightforward talk.  (PBC)
6:26 wind. See 8:2. (CSB)
By his speech Eliphaz showed he didn’t understand Job’s situation.  He had ignored what Job said and treated his words as “wind.”  (PBC)
6:27 In addition to dishonesty, Job accuses his friends of heartless cruelty. (CSB)
Ye see that I am as destitute as the most miserable orphan; would ye overwhelm such a one? and would you dig a pit for your friend—do ye lay wait for me, and endeavor to entangle me in my talk? I believe this to be the spirit of Job’s words.  (ACC)
6:29 Job softens his tone, pleading that his friends take back their false accusations. (CSB)
Reconsider the whole subject. Do not be offended. Yea, reconsider the subject; my righteousness is in it—my argumentation is a sufficient proof of my innocence. (ACC)

6:30 IS THERE ANY WICKEDNESS ON MY LIPS – Am I not an honest man? and if in my haste my tongue had uttered falsity, would not my conscience discern it? and do you think that such a man as your friend is would defend what he knew to be wrong? (ACC)
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