JOB

Chapter 7

    “Does not man have hard service on earth? Are not his days like those of a hired man? ﻿2﻿ Like a slave longing for the evening shadows, or a hired man waiting eagerly for his wages, ﻿3﻿ so I have been allotted months of futility, and nights of misery have been assigned to me. ﻿4﻿ When I lie down I think, ‘How long before I get up?’ The night drags on, and I toss till dawn. ﻿5﻿ My body is clothed with worms and scabs, my skin is broken and festering. ﻿6﻿ “My days are swifter than a weaver’s shuttle, and they come to an end without hope. ﻿7﻿ Remember, O God, that my life is but a breath; my eyes will never see happiness again. ﻿8﻿ The eye that now sees me will see me no longer; you will look for me, but I will be no more. ﻿9﻿ As a cloud vanishes and is gone, so he who goes down to the grave ﻿c﻿ does not return. 0﻿ He will never come to his house again; his place will know him no more. ﻿11﻿ “Therefore I will not keep silent; I will speak out in the anguish of my spirit, I will complain in the bitterness of my soul. ﻿12﻿ Am I the sea, or the monster of the deep, that you put me under guard? ﻿13﻿ When I think my bed will comfort me and my couch will ease my complaint, ﻿14﻿ even then you frighten me with dreams and terrify me with visions, ﻿15﻿ so that I prefer strangling and death, rather than this body of mine. ﻿16﻿ I despise my life; I would not live forever. Let me alone; my days have no meaning. ﻿17﻿ “What is man that you make so much of him, that you give him so much attention, 8﻿ that you examine him every morning and test him every moment? ﻿19﻿ Will you never look away from me, or let me alone even for an instant? ﻿20﻿ If I have sinned, what have I done to you, O watcher of men? Why have you made me your target? Have I become a burden to you? ﻿d﻿ ﻿21﻿ Why do you not pardon my offenses and forgive my sins? For I will soon lie down in the dust; you will search for me, but I will be no more.” 
7:1–21 Having replied to Eliphaz, Job now addresses his complaint toward God. (CSB)
7:1 A SLAVE – A slave didn’t even earn wages.  He was the property of his master and was completely bound to his master’s will.  Since the slave received no wages, all he had to look forward to after a hard day’s work was rest under the shade of a tree or in a shelter.  (PBC) 
It has been said that the reason some or maybe even many African American churches has services and activities for a good part of the day is that this was the only escape slaves in early America had from their hard labor.  The longer their church service lasted the less time they needed to serve on that day.

      hard service. See 14:14. The Hebrew for this expression sometimes implies military service. It is also used in reference to the Babylonian exile in Isa 40:2 (see note there). (CSB)
In a broader sense the word can indicate “warfare” or “enforced service,” under which the worker has very little freedom as stated in Is. 40:2, where in the KJV it is translated “and cry unto her that her warfare is accomplished.  (PBC)
      HIRED MAN – He worked for another.  He had to do his bidding, and had no investment or equity of his own.  He was only paid wages.  He hoped to receive his wages at the end of a work day, but sometimes he was disappointed.  (PBC)

7:2 evening shadows. End of the workday. (CSB)
As a man who labors hard in the heat of the day earnestly desires to get under a shade, or wishes for the long evening shadows, that he may rest from his labor, get his day’s wages, retire to his food, and then go to rest. (ACC)
7:3 NIGHTS OF MISERY – But night is no relief to me, it is only a continuance of my anxiety and labor. I am like the hireling, I have my appointed labor for the day. I am like the soldier harassed by the enemy: I am obliged to be continually on the watch, always on the look out, with scarcely any rest.  (ACC)

7:4 WHEN I LIE DOWN – I have so little rest, that when I do lie down I long for the return of the light, that I may rise. Nothing can better depict the state of a man under continual afflictions, which afford him no respite, his days and his nights being spent in constant anguish, utterly unable to be in any one posture, so that he is continually changing his position in his bed, finding ease nowhere: thus, as himself expresses it, he is full of tossings. (ACC)

7:5 See note on 2:7. (We don’t know the exact problems Job faced, but he had many festering sores all over his body. (CSB)
It is questionable whether any other human being except our Savior has suffered more severely than Job.  (PBC)
   CLOTHED WITH WORMS – This is perhaps no figure, but is literally true: the miserably ulcerated state of his body, exposed to the open air, and in a state of great destitution, was favorable to those insects that sought such places in which to deposit their ova, which might have produced the animals in question. But the figure is too horrid to be farther illustrated.  (ACC)

7:6 WEAVER’S SHUTTLE – This describes a means of which the weft is shot between the threads of the warp as they are drawn up and down. His days pass as swiftly by as the little shuttle passes backwards and forwards in the warp. (KD) 
As the web of the weaver’s look would be cut off, so also would Job’s life.  (PBC)
      END WITHOUT HOPE – Expectation of future good was at an end; hope of the alleviation of his miseries no longer existed. The hope of future good is the balm of life: where that is not, there is despair; where despair is, there is hell. (ACC) 
While he clung to the slender thread of life as his hope, he was convinced that it would soon be cut off.  Little did he know that God would grant him an additional 140 year after his restoration (42:16).  (PBC)
7:7 my life is but a breath. As a chronic sufferer he has lost all sense of purpose in life (see v. 3; see also Ps 144:3–4). He does not anticipate healing and sees death as his only escape. (CSB)
      MY EYES WILL NEVER SEE HAPPINESS AGAIN – In saying those words Job was in grave danger of falling away from God.  His great suffering drove him to say things he would never have said under other circumstances.  (PBC) 

7:8 you will look … no more. See v. 21. (CSB)
If I die in my present state, with all this load of undeserved odium which is cast upon me by my friends, I shall never have an opportunity of vindicating my character, and regaining the good opinion of mankind.  (ACC)

7:9 he who goes down to the grave does not return. Such statements are based on common observation and are not meant to dogmatize about what happens after death. Mesopotamian descriptions of the netherworld refer to it similarly as the “land of no return” (see note on v. 21). (CSB)
7:11 not keep silent. Job is determined to cry out against the apparent injustice of God who, it seems, will not leave him alone (vv. 17–20). (CSB)
        speak out in … anguish. See Jer 4:19. (CSB)
        bitterness of … soul. See 10:1; 21:25; 27:2. (CSB)
7:12 the sea, or the monster of the deep. See 3:8 and NIV text note. The boisterous sea monster was a symbol of chaos (see Ps 74:13–14 and note; Isa 27:1; 51:9), and Job objects to being treated like him. (CSB)
7:13–14 He thinks that even the nightmares that disturb his much-needed sleep are from God. (CSB)
There is no doubt that Satan was permitted to haunt his imagination with dreadful dreams and terrific appearances; so that, as soon as he fell asleep, he was suddenly roused and alarmed by those appalling images. He needed rest by sleep, but was afraid to close his eyes because of the horrid images which were presented to his imagination. Could there be a state more deplorable than this?  (ACC)
7:15 PREFER STRANGLING – It is very likely that he felt, in those interrupted and dismal slumbers, an oppression and difficulty of breathing something like the incubus or nightmare; and, distressing as this was, he would prefer death by this means to any longer life in such miseries.  (ACC)

7:16 I despise my life. See note on 9:21. (CSB)
Life, in such circumstances, is hateful to me; and though I wish for long life, yet if length of days were offered to me with the sufferings which I now undergo, I would despise the offer and spurn the boon. (ACC) 
In speaking these words, Job was asking God to abandon him, but to stop afflicting him so severely or else to let his die in peace.  In spite of his strong feelings and sharp word Job still retained his faith in God even though severely tested.  (PBC)
7:17 What is man that you make so much of him … ? See Ps 144:3; cf. Ps 8:4–8, where the answer is given that man is created in God’s image to have dominion over the world (see Ge 1:27–28). Job’s words (vv. 18–21) are a parody on this theme—as if God’s only interest in man is to scrutinize him unmercifully and take quick offense at his slightest fault. (CSB)
Two different ideas have been drawn from these words:— 

1.Man is not worth thy notice; why therefore dost thou contend with him? 

2.How astonishing is thy kindness that thou shouldest fix thy heart—thy 
strongest affections, on such a poor, base, vile, impotent creature as man, 
that thou shouldest so highly exalt him beyond all other creatures, and mark him with the most particular notice of thy providence and grace! (ACC)
7:19 even for an instant. Lit. “long enough for me to swallow my saliva.” (CSB)
This is a proverbial expression, and exists among the Arabs to the present day; the very language being nearly the same. It signifies the same as, Let me draw my breath; give me a moment’s space; let me have even the twinkling of an eye. (ACC)
7:20 If I have sinned, what have I done to you … ? I have not been perfect, but what terrible sin have I committed that deserves this kind of suffering? (CSB)
We can’t defend these words of Job, but if we put ourselves in his place we can understand them.  (PBC)
        watcher. The Hebrew for this word is used in a favorable sense in Isa 27:3, but here Job complains that God is too critical. (CSB)
        made me your target. See note on 6:4. (CSB)
        burden to you. See NIV text note. Ancient Hebrew scribes report that a change in the text had been made from “you” to “myself” because the reading “you” involved too presumptuous a questioning of God’s justice. (CSB)
7:21 offenses … sins. Job confesses that he is a sinner, but he cannot understand why God refuses to forgive him. (CSB)
        lie down in the dust. Of the netherworld, as in Mesopotamian descriptions of it (see note on v. 9). (CSB)
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