JOB

Chapter 8

Bildad 

Then Bildad the Shuhite replied: ﻿2﻿ “How long will you say such things? Your words are a blustering wind. ﻿3﻿ Does God pervert justice? Does the Almighty pervert what is right? ﻿4﻿ When your children sinned against him, he gave them over to the penalty of their sin. ﻿5﻿ But if you will look to God and plead with the Almighty, ﻿6﻿ if you are pure and upright, even now he will rouse himself on your behalf and restore you to your rightful place. ﻿7﻿ Your beginnings will seem humble, so prosperous will your future be. ﻿8﻿ “Ask the former generations and find out what their fathers learned, ﻿9﻿ for we were born only yesterday and know nothing, and our days on earth are but a shadow. 0﻿ Will they not instruct you and tell you? Will they not bring forth words from their understanding? ﻿11﻿ Can papyrus grow tall where there is no marsh? Can reeds thrive without water? ﻿12﻿ While still growing and uncut, they wither more quickly than grass. ﻿13﻿ Such is the destiny of all who forget God; so perishes the hope of the godless. ﻿14﻿ What he trusts in is fragile ﻿a﻿; what he relies on is a spider’s web. ﻿15﻿ He leans on his web, but it gives way; he clings to it, but it does not hold. ﻿16﻿ He is like a well-watered plant in the sunshine, spreading its shoots over the garden; ﻿17﻿ it entwines its roots around a pile of rocks and looks for a place among the stones. ﻿18﻿ But when it is torn from its spot, that place disowns it and says, ‘I never saw you.’ ﻿19﻿ Surely its life withers away, and ﻿b﻿ from the soil other plants grow. ﻿20﻿ “Surely God does not reject a blameless man or strengthen the hands of evildoers. ﻿21﻿ He will yet fill your mouth with laughter and your lips with shouts of joy. ﻿22﻿ Your enemies will be clothed in shame, and the tents of the wicked will be no more.” 

8:1 BILDAD THE SHUHITE – Supposed to be a descendant of Shuah, one of the sons of Abraham, by Keturah, who dwelt in Arabia Deserta, called in Scripture the east country. (ACC)
8:2 How long … ? See 18:1. In contrast to the older Eliphaz, Bildad is impatient. (CSB)
In today’s language he called Job a “windbag.”  (PBC)
8:3 Does God pervert justice? But Job has not yet blatantly accused God of injustice. (CSB)
Even in his most outspoken moments Job had not accused God of perverting justice.  Yet Bildad’s question at least indirectly accused him of that.  (PBC)
8:4 YOUR CHILDREN SINNED – In bringing up that subject Bildad was extremely cruel.  Of all Job’s misfortunes none hurt more than the sudden death of his ten children.  (PBC)

8:5–6 Bildad reasons as follows: God cannot be unjust, so Job and his family must be suffering as a result of sinfulness. Job should plead for mercy, and if he has been upright, God will restore him. (CSB)
8:5 LOOK TO GOD – This phrase is literally translated “go early to God” or “hurry to God,” in other words, “don’t waste any time.  In itself, what Bildad said is true and sound advice, but the context reveals a self-righteous attitude on his part.  (PBC)

8:6 if you are pure and upright. We know God’s verdict about Job (see 1:8; 2:3), but Bildad is confident that Job is a hypocrite (see v. 13). (CSB)
He was wrong in claiming that Job’s affliction was the result of a special sin.  He couldn’t see that a godly man might suffer severe afflictions as a test of his faith.  (PBC)
8:7 See v. 21. Bildad spoke more accurately than he realized (see 42:10–17). (CSB)
8:8 Ask the former generations. Eliphaz appealed to revelation from the spirit world (see 4:12–21), while Bildad appeals to the accumulated wisdom of tradition. (CSB)
Bildad the traditionalist held “the good old days” in high regard, and considered the venerable fathers far superior to the thinkers of his day.  (PBC)
8:9 our days … are but a shadow. A common motif in wisdom literature (see 14:2; 1Ch 29:15; Ps 102:11; 144:4; Ecc 6:12; 8:13). (CSB)
It is evident that Bildad refers to those times in which human life was protracted to a much longer date than that in which Job lived; when men, from the long period of eight or nine hundred years, had the opportunity of making many observations, and treasuring up a vast fund of knowledge and experience. In comparison with them, he considers that age as nothing, and that generation as being only of yesterday, not having had opportunity of laying up knowledge: nor could they expect it, as their days upon earth would be but a shadow, compared with that substantial time in which the fathers had lived. (ACC)
8:11–19 A practical wisdom poem, giving words of instruction learned from the fathers. It is introduced in v. 10 and applied to Job in vv. 20–22. (CSB)
8:13 SUCH IS THE DESTINY – The papyrus and the rush flourish while they have a plentiful supply of ooze and water; but take these away, and their prosperity is speedily at an end; so it is with the wicked and profane; their prosperity is of short duration, however great it may appear to be in the beginning. (ACC)

8:14 BUT IT GIVES WAY – Such persons, subdued by the strong habits of sin, hope on fruitlessly, till the last thread of the web of life is cut off from the beam; and then they find no more strength in their hope than is in the threads of the spider’s web. (ACC)

8:16 LIKE A WELL-WATERED PLANT – This is another metaphor. The wicked is represented as a luxuriant plant, in a good soil, with all the advantages of a good situation; well exposed to the sun; the roots intervolving themselves with stones, so as to render the tree more stable; but suddenly a blast comes, and the tree begins to die. The sudden fading of its leaves, etc., shows that its root is become as rottenness, and its vegetable life destroyed. (ACC)
8:20 Bildad is blunt about Job’s being an evildoer, whereas Eliphaz had resorted to insinuation (see 4:7–9). (CSB)
Bildad apparently felt he needed to emphasize the message stated earlier by repeating it here.  (PBC)
8:21 See note on v. 7. (CSB)
Bildad paints an unrealistic picture of the life of God-fearing people.  We might wish they would experience much happiness and success in this life, but in many cases they do not. – Many preachers today, including some famous televangelists, preach a “prosperity theology.”” They make attractive promises to the effect that if you give yourself over to Jesus, all your problems will be solved.  (PBC)
Matthew 16:24, ‘Then Jesus said to his disciples, “If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow me.”’

Acts 14:22, “strengthening the disciples and encouraging them to remain true to the faith. “We must go through many hardships to enter the kingdom of God,” they said.”

Revelation 7:14, “These are they who have come out of the great tribulation; they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.”
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