
LEVITICUS
Chapter 13

Laws About Leprosy

The LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying, 2 “When a person has on the skin of his body 
a swelling or an eruption or a spot, and it turns into a case of leprous disease on the skin of his 
body, then he shall be brought to Aaron the priest or to one of his sons the priests, 3 and the priest 
shall examine the diseased area on the skin of his body. And if the hair in the diseased area has 
turned white and the disease appears to be deeper than the skin of his body, it is a case of leprous 
disease. When the priest has examined him, he shall pronounce him unclean. 4 But if the spot is 
white in the skin of his body and appears no deeper than the skin, and the hair in it has not turned 
white, the priest shall shut up the diseased person for seven days. 5 And the priest shall examine 
him on the seventh day, and if in his eyes the disease is checked and the disease has not spread in 
the skin, then the priest shall shut him up for another seven days. 6 And the priest shall examine 
him again on the seventh day, and if the diseased area has faded and the disease has not spread in 
the skin, then the priest shall pronounce him clean; it is only an eruption. And he shall wash his 
clothes and be clean. 7 But if the eruption spreads in the skin, after he has shown himself to the 
priest for his cleansing, he shall appear again before the priest. 8 And the priest shall look, and if 
the eruption has spread in the skin, then the priest shall pronounce him unclean; it is a leprous 
disease. 9 “When a man is afflicted with a leprous disease, he shall be brought to the priest, 10 and 
the priest shall look. And if there is a white swelling in the skin that has turned the hair white, and 
there is raw flesh in the swelling, 11 it is a chronic leprous disease in the skin of his body, and the 
priest shall pronounce him unclean. He shall not shut him up, for he is unclean. 12 And if the 
leprous disease breaks out in the skin, so that the leprous disease covers all the skin of the diseased 
person from head to foot, so far as the priest can see, 13 then the priest shall look, and if the leprous
disease has covered all his body, he shall pronounce him clean of the disease; it has all turned white,
and he is clean. 14 But when raw flesh appears on him, he shall be unclean. 15 And the priest shall 
examine the raw flesh and pronounce him unclean. Raw flesh is unclean, for it is a leprous 
disease. 16 But if the raw flesh recovers and turns white again, then he shall come to the 
priest, 17 and the priest shall examine him, and if the disease has turned white, then the priest shall 
pronounce the diseased person clean; he is clean. 18 “If there is in the skin of one's body a boil and 
it heals, 19 and in the place of the boil there comes a white swelling or a reddish-white spot, then it 
shall be shown to the priest. 20 And the priest shall look, and if it appears deeper than the skin and 
its hair has turned white, then the priest shall pronounce him unclean. It is a case of leprous disease
that has broken out in the boil. 21 But if the priest examines it and there is no white hair in it and it 
is not deeper than the skin, but has faded, then the priest shall shut him up seven days. 22 And if it 
spreads in the skin, then the priest shall pronounce him unclean; it is a disease. 23 But if the spot 
remains in one place and does not spread, it is the scar of the boil, and the priest shall pronounce 
him clean. 24 “Or, when the body has a burn on its skin and the raw flesh of the burn becomes a 
spot, reddish-white or white, 25 the priest shall examine it, and if the hair in the spot has turned 
white and it appears deeper than the skin, then it is a leprous disease. It has broken out in the burn,
and the priest shall pronounce him unclean; it is a case of leprous disease. 26 But if the priest 
examines it and there is no white hair in the spot and it is no deeper than the skin, but has faded, 
the priest shall shut him up seven days, 27 and the priest shall examine him the seventh day. If it is 
spreading in the skin, then the priest shall pronounce him unclean; it is a case of leprous 
disease. 28 But if the spot remains in one place and does not spread in the skin, but has faded, it is a
swelling from the burn, and the priest shall pronounce him clean, for it is the scar of the burn.
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29 “When a man or woman has a disease on the head or the beard, 30 the priest shall examine the 
disease. And if it appears deeper than the skin, and the hair in it is yellow and thin, then the priest 
shall pronounce him unclean. It is an itch, a leprous disease of the head or the beard. 31 And if the 
priest examines the itching disease and it appears no deeper than the skin and there is no black hair
in it, then the priest shall shut up the person with the itching disease for seven days, 32 and on the 
seventh day the priest shall examine the disease. If the itch has not spread, and there is in it no 
yellow hair, and the itch appears to be no deeper than the skin, 33 then he shall shave himself, but 
the itch he shall not shave; and the priest shall shut up the person with the itching disease for 
another seven days. 34 And on the seventh day the priest shall examine the itch, and if the itch has 
not spread in the skin and it appears to be no deeper than the skin, then the priest shall pronounce 
him clean. And he shall wash his clothes and be clean. 35 But if the itch spreads in the skin after his 
cleansing, 36 then the priest shall examine him, and if the itch has spread in the skin, the priest 
need not seek for the yellow hair; he is unclean. 37 But if in his eyes the itch is unchanged and black
hair has grown in it, the itch is healed and he is clean, and the priest shall pronounce him clean. 
38 “When a man or a woman has spots on the skin of the body, white spots, 39 the priest shall look, 
and if the spots on the skin of the body are of a dull white, it is leukoderma that has broken out in 
the skin; he is clean. 40 “If a man's hair falls out from his head, he is bald; he is clean. 41 And if a 
man's hair falls out from his forehead, he has baldness of the forehead; he is clean. 42 But if there is
on the bald head or the bald forehead a reddish-white diseased area, it is a leprous disease breaking
out on his bald head or his bald forehead. 43 Then the priest shall examine him, and if the diseased 
swelling is reddish-white on his bald head or on his bald forehead, like the appearance of leprous 
disease in the skin of the body, 44 he is a leprous man, he is unclean. The priest must pronounce 
him unclean; his disease is on his head. 45 “The leprous person who has the disease shall wear torn 
clothes and let the hair of his head hang loose, and he shall cover his upper lip[b] and cry 
out, ‘Unclean, unclean.’ 46 He shall remain unclean as long as he has the disease. He is unclean. He 
shall live alone. His dwelling shall be outside the camp. 47 “When there is a case of leprous disease 
in a garment, whether a woolen or a linen garment, 48 in warp or woof of linen or wool, or in a skin
or in anything made of skin, 49 if the disease is greenish or reddish in the garment, or in the skin or 
in the warp or the woof or in any article made of skin, it is a case of leprous disease, and it shall be 
shown to the priest. 50 And the priest shall examine the disease and shut up that which has the 
disease for seven days. 51 Then he shall examine the disease on the seventh day. If the disease has 
spread in the garment, in the warp or the woof, or in the skin, whatever be the use of the skin, the 
disease is a persistent leprous disease; it is unclean. 52 And he shall burn the garment, or the warp 
or the woof, the wool or the linen, or any article made of skin that is diseased, for it is a persistent 
leprous disease. It shall be burned in the fire. 53 “And if the priest examines, and if the disease has 
not spread in the garment, in the warp or the woof or in any article made of skin, 54 then the priest 
shall command that they wash the thing in which is the disease, and he shall shut it up for another 
seven days. 55 And the priest shall examine the diseased thing after it has been washed. And if the 
appearance of the diseased area has not changed, though the disease has not spread, it is unclean. 
You shall burn it in the fire, whether the rot is on the back or on the front. 56 “But if the priest 
examines, and if the diseased area has faded after it has been washed, he shall tear it out of the 
garment or the skin or the warp or the woof. 57 Then if it appears again in the garment, in the 
warp or the woof, or in any article made of skin, it is spreading. You shall burn with fire whatever 
has the disease. 58 But the garment, or the warp or the woof, or any article made of skin from 
which the disease departs when you have washed it, shall then be washed a second time, and be 
clean.” 59 This is the law for a case of leprous disease in a garment of wool or linen, either in the 
warp or the woof, or in any article made of skin, to determine whether it is clean or unclean.

Chs 13–14 God’s laws regarding unclean skin diseases, commonly called leprosy. No one English word
covers all the skin diseases in these chapters. (TLSB)
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13:1–46    This section deals with preliminary symptoms of skin diseases (vv. 1–8) and then with the 
symptoms of (1) raw flesh (vv. 9–17), (2) boils (vv. 18–23), (3) burns (vv. 24–28), (4) sores on the head 
or chin (vv. 29–37), (5) white spots (vv. 38–39) and (6) skin diseases on the head that cause baldness (vv. 
40–44). (CSB)

13:2    skin of his body a swelling or an eruption. Occurs often in chs. 13–14; see also 22:4; Nu 5:2. Since
it is unlikely that ancient people would have understood the concept of infectiousness, this rendering is 
questionable; the Hebrew should perhaps be translated simply “skin disease.” Such diseases show visible 
defects that could function aptly as a symbol for defilement—as could mildew (cf. vv. 47–59). (CSB)

          disease. The symptoms described, and the fact that they may rapidly change (vv. 6, 26–27, 32–37), 
show that the disease was not always true leprosy (Hansen’s disease). They apply also to a number of 
other diseases, as well as to rather harmless skin eruptions. The Hebrew word translated “infectious skin 
disease” can also refer to “mildew” (v. 47; 14:34; and especially 14:57). (CSB)

13:3 priest shall examine. God commanded His priests to distinguish “between the unclean and the clean”
(11:47). Priests acted as religious officials, not as doctors prescribing treatments. (TLSB)

         hair … turned white. Two symptoms verified a skin disease: white hair in a discolored area, and an 
ulcer with raw (dying) flesh. (TLSB) 

        pronounce him unclean. By priestly declaration, the affected individual was no longer able to 
participate in public worship until declared clean again. (TLSB)

13:4 seven days. Period of home quarantine to keep the infected individual under surveillance before 
declaring him clean or unclean. The significance of seven days is not explained in religious terms; 
however. (TLSB)

13:5–6 another seven. If the infection has not spread in 14 days, the individual is declared clean. If the 
infection has spread, the individual is unclean. Cf vv 7–8. (TLSB)

13:6 eruption. Scab. (TLSB)

13:13 turned white. The significance of its turning white is not absolutely clear. However, since it was not
red, there were apparently no open wounds. (TLSB)

13:14 raw flesh. Skin ulcer. (TLSB)

13:20 leprous disease that has broken out in the boil. Formed in the scar left by a boil. (TLSB)

13:23 If the spot in the boil did not spread, no skin disease was present. (TLSB)

13:24–28 Skin diseases could occur in burn scars. If reddish-white or white raw flesh contained white 
hair, the individual was declared unclean. Reddish-white or white raw flesh without white hair resulted in 
a seven-day quarantine. On the seventh day, the priest decided if the disease was spreading before 
declaring the individual clean or unclean. (TLSB)

13:29–37 Skin diseases of the head and chin were marked by infected flesh with yellow and thinning hair.
After a week, the priest reexamined the infected area to determine if it was spreading or subsiding, as well
as to search for the existence of yellow hair. If the infection was subsiding, the individual was declared 
clean. His clothes had to be washed before he became ritually clean. If the infection spread or yellow 
hairs were present, the priest declared the individual unclean. (TLSB)
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13:34 wash his clothes and be clean. Ritual washings were not done specifically for sanitary purposes but
to remove ritual uncleanness before the holy God. Cf 1:9; 8:6. (TLSB)

13:39 leukoderma. Noncontagious rash common in warm climates.(TLSB)

13:42–46 Most serious of all skin diseases. Sufferers were to give warning of their uncleanness with 
shouts of “Unclean, unclean!” Their disease was transferable and could make others ceremonially unclean
on contact. Infected individuals must live outside the camp and have no further contact with family and 
friends. Most significant is their exclusion from divine worship. (TLSB)

13:45–46    The ceremonially unclean were excluded from the camp (the area around the tabernacle and 
courtyard), where the Israelites lived in tents. Later, no unclean person was allowed in the temple area, 
where he could mingle with others. Not only was God present in the tabernacle in a special way, but also 
in the camp (Nu 5:3; Dt 23:14). Therefore unclean people were not to be in the camp (see Nu 5:1–4; 
12:14–15, Miriam; 31:19–24; see also Lev 10:4–5; Nu 15:35–36; 2Ki 7:3–4; 2Ch 26:21, Uzziah). As a 
result of their separation from God, the unclean were to exhibit their grief by tearing their clothes, by 
having unkempt hair and by partially covering their faces (v. 45). (CSB)

13:47   leprous disease in a garment. Infection of mold or mildew on items of clothing. Mold appears 
greenish; mildew is yellowish. (TLSB) 

13:48 warp. Vertical fabric threads. (TLSB)

          woof. Horizontal fabric threads. (TLSB) 

          linen or wool, or in a skin. Wool and flax were the most common fibers used in ancient cloth 
weaving. Skins, or hides, were also used as clothing. (TLSB)

13:52 Fabrics with an irremovable infection were destroyed. (TLSB)

13:54    washed. See vv. 34, 55–56, 58. The treatment of disorders commonly included washing. (CSB)

Fabrics were to be reevaluated just as individuals with skin disease were. (TLSB)

13:55 rot. Most likely a fungus that has eaten away the cloth. (TLSB)

13:56–57 Infected area must be cut out to prevent further contamination, but if it appears again, the article
must be destroyed. (TLSB)

13:59    A summary of ch. 13. (CSB)

Ch 13 Infectious skin diseases, whether of the body or of clothing, make individuals unclean. Priestly 
legislation keeps God’s people clean, so that God might dwell among them and bless them (cf Ex 25:8). 
In Lv 13, we witness minute details of God’s Law. We also see God’s grace and His hand of protection 
providing guidelines for what is clean and unclean for His OT people. In Baptism, God clothes people 
today with Christ’s “righteousness and holiness” (Eph 4:23–24). Christ strips off our old self (Eph 4:22), 
and we are clothed in Him (Rm 13:14). • Lord, we see Your hand of grace in the teachings of Leviticus. 
Without it, You could not dwell among Your people. Strengthen us, we pray, with Your precious Word 
and Sacraments to life eternal. In Jesus’ name. Amen. (TLSB)
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