
LEVITICUS
Chapter 8

Consecration of Aaron and His Sons

The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2 “Take Aaron and his sons with him, and the garments and the 
anointing oil and the bull of the sin offering and the two rams and the basket of unleavened 
bread. 3 And assemble all the congregation at the entrance of the tent of meeting.” 4 And Moses did 
as the LORD commanded him, and the congregation was assembled at the entrance of the tent of 
meeting. 5 And Moses said to the congregation, “This is the thing that the LORD has commanded to 
be done.” 6 And Moses brought Aaron and his sons and washed them with water. 7 And he put the 
coat on him and tied the sash around his waist and clothed him with the robe and put the ephod on 
him and tied the skillfully woven band of the ephod around him, binding it to him with the 
band. 8 And he placed the breastpiece on him, and in the breastpiece he put the Urim and the 
Thummim. 9 And he set the turban on his head, and on the turban, in front, he set the golden plate, 
the holy crown, as the LORD commanded Moses. 10 Then Moses took the anointing oil and anointed 
the tabernacle and all that was in it, and consecrated them. 11 And he sprinkled some of it on the 
altar seven times, and anointed the altar and all its utensils and the basin and its stand, to 
consecrate them. 12 And he poured some of the anointing oil on Aaron's head and anointed him to 
consecrate him. 13 And Moses brought Aaron's sons and clothed them with coats and tied sashes 
around their waists and bound caps on them, as the LORD commanded Moses. 14 Then he 
brought the bull of the sin offering, and Aaron and his sons laid their hands on the head of the bull 
of the sin offering. 15 And he killed it, and Moses took the blood, and with his finger put it on the 
horns of the altar around it and purified the altar and poured out the blood at the base of the altar 
and consecrated it to make atonement for it. 16 And he took all the fat that was on the entrails and 
the long lobe of the liver and the two kidneys with their fat, and Moses burned them on the 
altar. 17 But the bull and its skin and its flesh and its dung he burned up with fire outside the camp, 
as the LORD commanded Moses. 18 Then he presented the ram of the burnt offering, and Aaron 
and his sons laid their hands on the head of the ram. 19 And he killed it, and Moses threw the blood 
against the sides of the altar. 20 He cut the ram into pieces, and Moses burned the head and the 
pieces and the fat. 21 He washed the entrails and the legs with water, and Moses burned the whole 
ram on the altar. It was a burnt offering with a pleasing aroma, a food offering for the LORD, as 
the LORD commanded Moses. 22 Then he presented the other ram, the ram of ordination, and 
Aaron and his sons laid their hands on the head of the ram. 23 And he killed it, and Moses took 
some of its blood and put it on the lobe of Aaron's right ear and on the thumb of his right hand and 
on the big toe of his right foot. 24 Then he presented Aaron's sons, and Moses put some of the blood 
on the lobes of their right ears and on the thumbs of their right hands and on the big toes of their 
right feet. And Moses threw the blood against the sides of the altar. 25 Then he took the fat and the 
fat tail and all the fat that was on the entrails and the long lobe of the liver and the two kidneys with 
their fat and the right thigh, 26 and out of the basket of unleavened bread that was before 
the LORD he took one unleavened loaf and one loaf of bread with oil and one wafer and placed them 
on the pieces of fat and on the right thigh. 27 And he put all these in the hands of Aaron and in the 
hands of his sons and waved them as a wave offering before the LORD. 28 Then Moses took them 
from their hands and burned them on the altar with the burnt offering. This was an ordination 
offering with a pleasing aroma, a food offering to the LORD. 29 And Moses took the breast and 
waved it for a wave offering before the LORD. It was Moses' portion of the ram of ordination, as 
the LORD commanded Moses. 30 Then Moses took some of the anointing oil and of the blood that 
was on the altar and sprinkled it on Aaron and his garments, and also on his sons and his sons' 
garments. So he consecrated Aaron and his garments, and his sons and his sons' garments with 
him. 31 And Moses said to Aaron and his sons, “Boil the flesh at the entrance of the tent of meeting, 
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and there eat it and the bread that is in the basket of ordination offerings, as I commanded, saying, 
‘Aaron and his sons shall eat it.’ 32 And what remains of the flesh and the bread you shall burn up 
with fire. 33 And you shall not go outside the entrance of the tent of meeting for seven days, until 
the days of your ordination are completed, for it will take seven days to ordain you. 34 As has been 
done today, the LORD has commanded to be done to make atonement for you. 35 At the entrance of 
the tent of meeting you shall remain day and night for seven days, performing what 
the LORD has charged, so that you do not die, for so I have been commanded.” 36 And Aaron and 
his sons did all the things that the LORD commanded by Moses.

8:1 A new section presents God’s guidelines for the ordination of the priesthood. God commands Moses 
to conduct the initial rite of ordination for the high priest, Aaron, and his sons.

8:2   The Lord prescribes four things necessary for ordination: vestments worn by the priests when they 
officiated at the altar; holy anointing oil that sanctified a person or object (Ex 30:22–33); three animals 
for the sin offering (4:3), burnt offering (1:10–13; 9:2), and ordination offering (3:7–11); and unleavened 
bread. One piece from each of the three classes of bread was presented with the fat of the ordination 
offering (7:12). Gregory of Nazianzus: “No one is worthy of the mightiness of God, and the sacrifice, and 
priesthood, who has not first presented himself to God, a living, holy sacrifice, and set forth the 
reasonable, well-pleasing service, and sacrificed to God the sacrifice of praise and the contrite spirit, 
which is the only sacrifice required of us by the Giver of all” (NPNF 2 7:223). (TLSB) 

        their garments. See Ex 39:1–31; 40:12–16. The garments that the high priest was to wear when he 
ministered are detailed in Ex 28:4–43. (CSB)

         anointing oil. The oil was used to anoint the tabernacle, sacred objects and consecrated priests (vv. 
10–12, 30). It was later used to anoint leaders and kings (1Sa 10:1; 16:13). (CSB)

8:3 all the congregation. Ordination was a public worship service involving the entire Israelite 
community. (TLSB)

8:6    washed them with water. In the bronze basin (see v. 11) in the courtyard of the tabernacle (see Ex 
30:17–21). (CSB)

8:7–9 Each priest wore his linen underskirt overlaid with a white linen tunic; a linen sash embroidered 
with blue, purple, or scarlet yarn; and a linen cap. For the high priest’s garments, cf Ex 28. (TLSB)

8:12    oil on Aaron’s head. See Ps 133. (CSB)

With an application of sacred anointing oil, God sets Aaron apart for his holy work as high priest. (TLSB)

8:13 caps. Unlike the high priest, who wore a turban with a gold plate inscribed with the words 
“Yahweh’s holiness,” (TLSB)

8:14    sin offering. The consecration service included a sin offering for atonement, a burnt offering for 
worship (v. 18) and a “ram for ordination” (v. 22), whose blood was applied to the high priest on his right 
ear, thumb and toe (v. 23). After this was done, Aaron offered sacrifices for the people (9:15–21). Then 
he blessed the people in his capacity as priest, and the Lord accepted his ministry with the sign of 
miraculous fire (9:23–24). (CSB)
  
8:22–29 ram of ordination. Third sacrifice offered during rite of ordination. Normally, a peace offering 
was made at this time. The ordination sacrifice differed from the peace offering in three ways. First, 
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Moses splashed blood on the sides of the altar, then applied blood to the right ear, right thumb, and right 
big toe of the priestly candidates. Second, Moses performed a unique wave offering (vv 26–27). Finally, 
Moses received the breast, rather than the thigh, because he was not a priest, though he was a Levite. 
(TLSB)

8:33–36 Installation ceremony took seven full days; penalty for a priest leaving early was death. (TLSB)

 Ch 8 Moses consecrates Aaron as high priest and Aaron’s sons as priests. Today, Jesus is our great High 
Priest (Heb 2:17; 3:1; 7:26). We come before Him as sinners in need of consecration. As with the OT 
priests, it is God’s cleansing that makes us holy. In Baptism, God washes us clean (1Co 6:11). He anoints 
us with the Holy Spirit (2Co 1:21–22). Christ Himself consecrates us as priests (Eph 5:26–27). • “Create 
in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. Cast me not away from Your presence, 
and take not Your Holy Spirit from me. Restore to me the joy of Your salvation, and uphold me with a 
willing spirit” (Ps 51:10–12). Amen. (TLSB)
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