Micah

Chapter 2

Man’s Plans and God’s 

Woe to those who plan iniquity, to those who plot evil on their beds! At morning’s light they carry it out because it is in their power to do it. ﻿2﻿ They covet fields and seize them, and houses, and take them. They defraud a man of his home, a fellowman of his inheritance. ﻿3﻿ Therefore, the LORD says: “I am planning disaster against this people, from which you cannot save yourselves. You will no longer walk proudly, for it will be a time of calamity. ﻿4﻿ In that day men will ridicule you; they will taunt you with this mournful song: ‘We are utterly ruined; my people’s possession is divided up. He takes it from me! He assigns our fields to traitors.’” ﻿5﻿ Therefore you will have no one in the assembly of the LORD to divide the land by lot. 

2:1–5 Directed primarily against wealthy landowners who oppressed the poor. (CSB)
2:1 PLAN INIQUITY…PLOT EVIL…BEDS – At night, instead of silently communing with God in gratitude for His blessings, they communed with greed, spending the entire night plotting other evil ways to get still more money and land.  (PBC)

AT MORNINGS LIGHT – Without a moment’s delay, they eagerly set to work carrying out their plans. (PBC)

      power to do it. The rich, oppressing classes continued to get rich at the expense of the poor because they controlled the power structures of their society. (CSB)
"Their hand is as a god"; they know no higher authority, they recognize no other power but that of their arm; they think they have a right to do what they please. (Kretzmann)

2:2 They covet. In violation of the tenth commandment (see Ex 20:17 and note; Dt 5:21). (CSB)
      inheritance. Land that was to be the permanent possession of a particular family. See Lev 25:10,13 (Year of Jubilee); Nu 27:1–11; 36:1–12 (Zelophehad’s daughters); 1Ki 21:1–19 (Naboth’s vineyard).

Their wickedness destroyed the social order in theland and took away the ability of families to provide for themselves.  (TLSB)

2:3 Therefore. Because of the sins of Israel’s influential classes, calamity will strike. (CSB)
      disaster. The impending exile. (CSB)
      TIME OF CALAMITY – A time in which depression of spirits and gloomy silence would come upon the members of the nation on account of the yoke of oppression laid upon them by the conquest of their country and the distress of the exile.  (Kretzmann)

2:4 MOURNFUL SONG – The enemies inventing bywords and mocking jingles. For the mocking song of the enemies would be a mournful dirge in the mouths of the children of Israel, and say, We be utterly spoiled, completely destroyed!  (Kretzmann)
     We … me. The rich landowners, on whom God’s judgment will fall. (CSB)
      He. God. (CSB)
      traitors. The treacherous Assyrians (see Isa 33:1 and note) who will capture the land. (CSB)
2:5 you. The oppressing classes—the rich landowners. (CSB)
      no one … to divide the land. They will be cut off from all the promises of the covenant people. (CSB)
To cast a measuring-line on a lot of ground in the assembly of Jehovah, for the possessions of the children of Israel belonged to them only as long as they remained faithful to the God of the covenant and would be taken away when they became unfaithful. (Kretzmann)

False Prophets 

﻿6﻿ “Do not prophesy,” their prophets say. “Do not prophesy about these things; disgrace will not overtake us.” ﻿7﻿ Should it be said, O house of Jacob: “Is the Spirit of the LORD angry? Does he do such things?” “Do not my words do good to him whose ways are upright? ﻿8﻿ Lately my people have risen up like an enemy. You strip off the rich robe from those who pass by without a care, like men returning from battle. ﻿9﻿ You drive the women of my people from their pleasant homes. You take away my blessing from their children forever. ﻿10﻿ Get up, go away! For this is not your resting place, because it is defiled, it is ruined, beyond all remedy. ﻿11﻿ If a liar and deceiver comes and says, ‘I will prophesy for you plenty of wine and beer,’ he would be just the prophet for this people! 

2:6 their prophets. The false prophets whose words were addressed to Micah. (CSB)
If the prophecy, which the apostate Jews regarded as drivel, would not continue, then there would be no chance for them to escape the shame which would come upon the entire nation by the conquest of the enemies. The unbelievers to this day refuse to realize that the very preaching which they consider drivel and rot is the one means of saving them from the impending Judgment.  (Kretzmann)

2:7 Verses 6–7a are spoken by Micah; vv. 7b–13 are spoken by God. (CSB)
      DO NOT MY WORDS DO GOOD – Is He not always ready to show goodness to those who conduct themselves in accordance with His righteous and holy will? The guilt, therefore, is entirely on the part of the people.  (Kretzmann)

2:8 LIKE AN ENEMY – Like an invading army the greedy and unsrcupulous merchants, landowners and court officials had arisen as the enemy in Israel, an enemy of God and an enemy of the people.  Ruthlessly, with no love for their fellowmen, they took people’s “rich robe,” the heavier outer garment that also served the poor as a covering at night.  They confiscated the garments of those “without a care,” who trusted them unsuspectingly, or of the soldiers “returning from battle,” too tired to argue and fight back.  The merchants and landowners no doubt seized the garments as security for debts, a practice clearly limited by divine law (Ex 22:26, 27).  (PBC)
2:9 DRIVE WOMEN…FROM HOMES – With no regard for personal needs and feelings the greedy landlords evicted defenseless widows, who lacked sufficient funds to secure the ri homes.  They were forced to vacate the homes which had provided them with pleasant memories of their deceased husbands.  It was equally sad when in the process their fatherless children were deprived of their inheritance.  (PBC)

2:10 resting place. A place that could be regarded as one’s own possession, where a people could settle in security (cf. Jos 1:13–15; 21:43–44; 22:4). (CSB)
When they defiled the land, with their destestible sins God’s will was specific: “If you defile the land, it will vomit you out as it vomited out the nations that were before you”  (Lev 18:28).  (PBC)

2:11 Anyone who promised greater affluence would gain a hearing. (CSB)
The false prophets quickly learned that they could enjoy a comfortable living if they told the people only what they wanted to hear (v. 6).  So they prophesied messages pleasing to their hearers, promising “plenty of wine and beer,” lives of ease and pleasure.  Threats of punishment for sin never crossed their lips, because such preaching would get them no favors from the people.  (PBC)

Deliverance Promised 
﻿12﻿ “I will surely gather all of you, O Jacob; I will surely bring together the remnant of Israel. I will bring them together like sheep in a pen, like a flock in its pasture; the place will throng with people. ﻿13﻿ One who breaks open the way will go up before them; they will break through the gate and go out. Their king will pass through before them, the LORD at their head.” 

2:12–13 Although Israel will be carried into captivity, a remnant will return (see note on Isa 1:9). (CSB)
2:12 Jacob … Israel. Here perhaps the entire nation, north and south. Contrast 1:5; 3:1, 9–10. (CSB)
2:13 ONE WHO BREAKS – The KJV translates by called the shepherd “the Breaker.”  By His perfect life of obedience and His innocent suffering and death Jesus has broken down all barriers of Satan’s stronghold that had held man captive.  He has broken the power of sin, death and damnation.  The way to God and to heaven is open.  Now His redeemed may “pass through the gate and go out” to serve Him during this life, and to follow Him into eternal life.  He, their Lord and King, will go before them, providing needed protection and offering guidance and comfort in His Word.  (PBC)
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