Micah

Chapter 3

Leaders and Prophets Rebuked 

Then I said, “Listen, you leaders of Jacob, you rulers of the house of Israel. Should you not know justice, ﻿2﻿ you who hate good and love evil; who tear the skin from my people and the flesh from their bones; ﻿3﻿ who eat my people’s flesh, strip off their skin and break their bones in pieces; who chop them up like meat for the pan, like flesh for the pot?” ﻿4﻿ Then they will cry out to the LORD, but he will not answer them. At that time he will hide his face from them because of the evil they have done. ﻿5﻿ This is what the LORD says: “As for the prophets who lead my people astray, if one feeds them, they proclaim ‘peace’; if he does not, they prepare to wage war against him. ﻿6﻿ Therefore night will come over you, without visions, and darkness, without divination. The sun will set for the prophets, and the day will go dark for them. ﻿7﻿ The seers will be ashamed and the diviners disgraced. They will all cover their faces because there is no answer from God.” ﻿8﻿ But as for me, I am filled with power, with the Spirit of the LORD, and with justice and might, to declare to Jacob his transgression, to Israel his sin. ﻿9﻿ Hear this, you leaders of the house of Jacob, you rulers of the house of Israel, who despise justice and distort all that is right; ﻿10﻿ who build Zion with bloodshed, and Jerusalem with wickedness. ﻿11﻿ Her leaders judge for a bribe, her priests teach for a price, and her prophets tell fortunes for money. Yet they lean upon the LORD and say, “Is not the LORD among us? No disaster will come upon us.” ﻿12﻿ Therefore because of you, Zion will be plowed like a field, Jerusalem will become a heap of rubble, the temple hill a mound overgrown with thickets. 

3:1–12 Verses 1–4 deal with the sins of the leaders of Israel, vv. 5–7 with the false prophets and vv. 9–12 with the leaders, priests and prophets. (CSB)
3:1 Jacob … Israel. Both names refer to Judah here (see vv. 9–10). (CSB)
3:2–3 tear the skin … like flesh for the pot. A series of figures of speech describing the cruel way the leaders treat the people. (CSB)
“Stripping off their skin” and tearing “the flesh from their bones” – that’s removing substance and shelter.  Livelihood is destroyed when they break “their bones in pieces.”  Finally, when they ”chop them up like mean for the pan,” their helpless victims lost everything, except their trust in the Lord.  God had called Israel’s leaders to be shepherds, caring for the special needs of His flock.  At Micah’s time, Israel’s leaders were more like butchers, living off the flock.  (PBC)

Dishonesty, fraud, extortion, threats, foreclosures, exorbitant interest, corrupt courts, outright violence – the ungodly rulers in Israel practiced them all.  They distorted justice that they might fill their own pockets.  What a contrast these leaders were to the self-sacrificing Good Shepherd.  (PBC)
3:2 hate good and love evil. Contrast Am 5:15; Ro 12:9. (CSB)
3:4 they. The leaders. (CSB)
      he will not answer. See v. 7. (CSB)
      hide his face. See Dt 31:17; Isa 1:15 and note. Disobedience leads to separation from God. (CSB)
Theirs would not be the cry of the penitent seeking forgiveness.  They had showed no mercy toward their fellowmen; now they would receive none from the Lord.  (PBC)

3:5 proclaim ‘peace.’ The false prophets predicted peace for Judah while Micah predicted destruction and captivity (see v. 12; 4:10). See also Jer 6:13–14; 8:10–11. (CSB)
That is, who, if they have anything to bite with their teeth, when they receive a sufficient amount of bribe money, proclaim peace, prophesying as it pleases the heart of men. (K)

3:6 NIGHT WILL COME… – Four time, as if to emphasize this awful judgment, he uses similar expressions.  All would be gone!  The Lord Jesus described their loss this way, “Whoever does not have, even what he has will be taken away from him (Matthew 13:12)  (PBC)

3:7 seers. An older term for “prophets” (see note on 1Sa 9:9). (CSB)
Be disgraced on account of the fact that their predictions are not fulfilled. (Kretzmann
      DIVINERS – Blushing with shame on account of their miserable failures in trying to uncover the future. (Kretzmann)

      COVER THEIR FACES – Literally, "their beard," their face up to the nostrils, as a sign of shame.  (Kretzmann)

      NO ANSWER FROM GOD – He refuses to vouchsafe them any kind of information that might establish their false claims. (Kretzmann)

3:8 One of the chief purposes of Micah was to declare to Judah its sin. (CSB)
        filled … with the Spirit. The prophets were Spirit-filled messengers (see Isa 48:16). (CSB)
The Spirit gave him “might,” the courage fearlessly to denounce the sins and transgressions of Israel, no matter what the consequences; the false prophets spoke only to satisfy the whims and fancies of the people.  (PBC)

3:9 YOU LEADERS – The very leaders whose wickedness had been described in the first part of the chapter.  (Kretzmann)

3:10 BUILD ZION WITH BLOODSHED – Caring only for gain and bloodshed in building their stately mansions, their wealth being obtained by the condemnation and murder of the innocent.
3:11 for a bribe. See Isa 1:23; 5:23. (CSB)
Micah focused on the chief sin that was common to each of the three groups.  Priests had been appointed by God to instruct the people in His Word without compensation.  They were to receive their sustenance from portions assigned by the Lord (Deut 18:1-5).  Yet, here they were teaching “for a price,” thereby losing their impartiality.  (PBC)

3:12 The destruction of Jerusalem occurred in 586 b.c. This verse was quoted a century later in Jer 26:18. Jer 26:19 indicates that Micah’s preaching may have been instrumental in the revival under King Hezekiah (see 2Ki 18:1–6; 2Ch 29–31). (CSB)
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