Micah

Chapter 7

Israel’s Misery 
What misery is mine! I am like one who gathers summer fruit at the gleaning of the vineyard; there is no cluster of grapes to eat, none of the early figs that I crave. ﻿2﻿ The godly have been swept from the land; not one upright man remains. All men lie in wait to shed blood; each hunts his brother with a net. ﻿3﻿ Both hands are skilled in doing evil; the ruler demands gifts, the judge accepts bribes, the powerful dictate what they desire— they all conspire together. ﻿4﻿ The best of them is like a brier, the most upright worse than a thorn hedge. The day of your watchmen has come, the day God visits you. Now is the time of their confusion. ﻿5﻿ Do not trust a neighbor; put no confidence in a friend. Even with her who lies in your embrace be careful of your words. ﻿6﻿ For a son dishonors his father, a daughter rises up against her mother, a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law— a man’s enemies are the members of his own household. a man’s enemies are the members of his own household. ﻿7﻿ But as for me, I watch in hope for the LORD, I wait for God my Savior; my God will hear me. 

7:1–20 The speakers in this chapter are Micah (vv. 1–7), Zion (vv. 8–10), Micah (vv. 11–13), perhaps Zion (v. 14), God (v. 15), Micah (vv. 16–20). The chapter begins on a note of gloom but ends with a statement of hope. (CSB)
7:1–2 Looking for the godly is like looking for summer fruit when the harvest has ended (see also Jer 8:20). (CSB)
7:1 MISERY IS MINE – So the prophet calls out in the name of the congregation, for I am as when they have gathered the summer-fruits, as when a few lonely stalks are left in the harvest-field. (Kretzmann)

      EARLY FIGS I CRAVE – Panting for this delicacy, which was particularly relished by the people. The entire sentence may also be construed as an exclamation: Not a grape to eat! Not an early fig, such as my soul desired! (Kretzmann)

7:2 LIE IN WAIT – People prey on one another, committing acts of violence for their own gain.  (TLSB)

      WITH NET – Hunting metaphor picturing how one person trapped another.  (TLSB)

7:3 BOTH HANDS – literally, "upon evil are their hands to perform it well," they are glad, eager, full of zeal for the evil. (Kretzmann)

      POWERFUL DICTATE – or, "and the great man - the mischief of his soul he utters, and together they plait it," all the mighty men of the nation intriguing together to weave webs of intrigues, snares for their unwary victims. (Kretzmann)

7:4 BEST OF THEM – Even the most upright of the leaders were like plants that not only fail to bear fruit but also snare and entangle anyone who comes close.  (TLSB)

      day of your watchmen. The day of judgment that the prophets warned about (see Jer 6:17; Eze 3:17–21). (CSB)
      visits you. For punishment. (CSB)
      THEIR CONFUSION – Confusion, that men would not know where to turn for counsel and assistance.  (Kretzmann)

7:6 The family unit was disintegrating.

7:7 LOOK TO THE LORD – As bad as the sinful conditions were in the land, Micah continued to trust in the Lord’s salvation.  (TLSB)
Israel Will Rise 
﻿8﻿ Do not gloat over me, my enemy! Though I have fallen, I will rise. Though I sit in darkness, the LORD will be my light. ﻿9﻿ Because I have sinned against him, I will bear the LORD’s wrath, until he pleads my case and establishes my right. He will bring me out into the light; I will see his righteousness. ﻿10﻿ Then my enemy will see it and will be covered with shame, she who said to me, “Where is the LORD your God?” My eyes will see her downfall; even now she will be trampled underfoot like mire in the streets. ﻿11﻿ The day for building your walls will come, the day for extending your boundaries. ﻿12﻿ In that day people will come to you from Assyria and the cities of Egypt, even from Egypt to the Euphrates and from sea to sea and from mountain to mountain. ﻿13﻿ The earth will become desolate because of its inhabitants, as the result of their deeds. 

7:8 me. Zion. (CSB)
Penitent Israel could be certain that the Lord had brought about her afflictions.  She could also be just as certain that God would deliver her.  (PBC)

      my enemy. Other nations. (CSB)
      Though I have fallen. Micah foresees the destruction of Zion in 586 b.c. (CSB)
7:9 I HAVE SINNED – Such a free and unequivocal confession being essential if the sorrow is genuine. (Kretzmann)
      BEAR THE LORD’S WRATH – With the humble submission which characterizes the repentant heart (Kretzmann)

7:11 BUILDING YOUR WALLS – A day of building thy walls" (is coming), so the prophet assures the believing members of His people, those who were truly awaiting the Messiah's coming. (Kretzmann)

        EXTENDING YOUR BOURDARIES – NT Israel – the Church – reaches to the end of the earth (Acts 1:6, 8; Gal 6:16).  (TLSB)

7:12 FROM SEA TO SEA – From all the regions and countries of the earth, all those whom the Lord had chosen from the various countries of the world. Cp. Is. 19, 18-25. (Kreatmann) 

7:13 RESULT OF THEIR DEEDS – While the Land of Promise, which formerly flowed with milk and honey, has largely lost its fertility, the spiritual Zion, the Church of God, is built up by members added from all the nations of the earth. (Kretzmann)

Prayer and Praise 
﻿
14﻿ Shepherd your people with your staff, the flock of your inheritance, which lives by itself in a forest, in fertile pasturelands. Let them feed in Bashan and Gilead as in days long ago. ﻿15﻿ “As in the days when you came out of Egypt, I will show them my wonders.” ﻿16﻿ Nations will see and be ashamed, deprived of all their power. They will lay their hands on their mouths and their ears will become deaf. ﻿17﻿ They will lick dust like a snake, like creatures that crawl on the ground. They will come trembling out of their dens; they will turn in fear to the LORD our God and will be afraid of you. ﻿18﻿ Who is a God like you, who pardons sin and forgives the transgression of the remnant of his inheritance? You do not stay angry forever but delight to show mercy. ﻿19﻿ You will again have compassion on us; you will tread our sins underfoot and hurl all our iniquities into the depths of the sea. ﻿20﻿ You will be true to Jacob, and show mercy to Abraham, as you pledged on oath to our fathers in days long ago. 

7:14 WITH YOUR STAFF – The staff was used to lead the sheep to refreshing waters and green pastures (Ps. 23), prod the lagging, bring back the straying, ward off the wolves and return the sheep to shelter.  So Christ is asked to lead and defend His church “which lives by itself in a forest” of unbelievers.  (PBC)

        BASHAN AND GILEAD – These are east of the Sea of Galilee and along the Jordan River, and were both were fine grazing lands.  For that reason the tribes of Reuben, Gad and half of Manasseh had requested permission to settle there “in days long ago” when Israel entered Canaan (Numbers 32).  Here they stand for the rich and wholesome food the soul finds in God’s Word.  (PBC)

        inheritance. Israel (see also v. 18; Ps 94:14). (CSB)
7:15–17 It is possible that these verses constitute a prayer that God will show his wonders again as in the exodus, that the nations will see and be ashamed, and that they will turn to the Lord in fear. (CSB)
7:15 SHOW THEM MY WONDERS – When He delivers His remnant out of exile, He will establish His NT church with far greater miracles, all of them centering in Christ.  (PBC)

7:16 When the nations see God’s power at the Messiah’s coming, they will be amazed. (CSB)
7:17 lick dust like a snake. A picture of defeat. (CSB)
7:18–20 The conclusion to the whole book, not just to ch. 7. (CSB)
7:18 Who is a God like you … .? Perhaps a pun on Micah’s name (see note on 1:1). Cf. Ex 15:11; Ps 89:6. (CSB)
7:19 TREAD OUR SINS UNDERFOOT – Military metaphor (cf v 10), picturing how totally God eliminates our enemy, sin.  (TLSB)

        iniquities into the depths of the sea. See note on Isa 38:17. (CSB)
Sincere confession of believers expressing their confidence that God will remove their sins beyond retrieval, just as He removed the threat of Pharaoh’s chariots.  (TLSB)

7:20 Jacob … Abraham. God had sworn to Abraham (Ge 22:17) and Jacob (Ge 28:14) that their descendants would be as numerous as the dust of the earth and the sand on the seashore, and he had promised Abraham that he would be the father of many nations (Ge 17:5; cf. Lk 1:54–55). All believers are ultimately included in this promise (Ro 4; Gal 3:6–29; Heb 11:12). (CSB)
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