Second Thessalonians

Chapter 3

Request for Prayer 
Finally, brothers, pray for us that the message of the Lord may spread rapidly and be honored, just as it was with you. ﻿2﻿ And pray that we may be delivered from wicked and evil men, for not everyone has faith. ﻿3﻿ But the Lord is faithful, and he will strengthen and protect you from the evil one. ﻿4﻿ We have confidence in the Lord that you are doing and will continue to do the things we command. ﻿5﻿ May the Lord direct your hearts into God’s love and Christ’s perseverance. 

3:1 Finally. See note on 1Th 4:1. In 1Th 5:25 Paul simply asked for prayer; here he mentions specifics. (CSB)
      just as it was with you. Lit. “just as also with you.” The expression is general enough to cover the present as well as the past (cf. 1Th 2:13). (CSB)
The points of doctrine concerning which the apostle had felt uneasiness with regard to the Thessalonian Christians the apostle had now touched upon. But there still remained the necessity of speaking also of the daily life and conduct of his readers, since their false ideas had reacted upon their entire manner of living. Paul introduces this section with fine pastoral tact: As for the rest, pray, brethren, in our behalf, that the Word of the Lord may run and be glorified, as also with you. After the leading instruction on the topic of the last things the apostle might have turned abruptly to the admonitions which must of necessity accompany all doctrinal teaching. But, instead, he pleads with the Christians of Thessalonica to make intercession for him before the Lord. Without a trace of selfishness, however, he asks that their prayer be made in the interest of the Word of God, since all his anxiety was for its rapid propagation. As he expresses it, he wants the Word of the Lord to run, to be spread, without hindrance, as quickly as possible, everywhere. And that his plan did not include a mere external Christianizing, a mere veneer of Christianity, which so many of the modern schemes have in view, is shown by the fact that he also desires the glorifying of the Gospel, that he wants the Word of the Lord glorified by its fruit, by the actual demonstration of its divine power and truth. So much had been accomplished in the case of the Thessalonians, and so much the apostle desired to see accomplished throughout the world, for such was his zeal for the Master whom he was serving with such whole-souled eagerness. (Kretzmann)

3:2 wicked. The Greek for this word means “out of place,” and elsewhere in the NT it is used only of things (see Lk 23:41; Ac 25:5). Wickedness is always out of place. For Paul’s difficulties at Corinth (where he wrote this letter) see Ac 18:12–13. (CSB)
The points of doctrine concerning which the apostle had felt uneasiness with regard to the Thessalonian Christians the apostle had now touched upon. But there still remained the necessity of speaking also of the daily life and conduct of his readers, since their false ideas had reacted upon their entire manner of living. Paul introduces this section with fine pastoral tact: As for the rest, pray, brethren, in our behalf, that the Word of the Lord may run and be glorified, as also with you. After the leading instruction on the topic of the last things the apostle might have turned abruptly to the admonitions which must of necessity accompany all doctrinal teaching. But, instead, he pleads with the Christians of Thessalonica to make intercession for him before the Lord. Without a trace of selfishness, however, he asks that their prayer be made in the interest of the Word of God, since all his anxiety was for its rapid propagation. As he expresses it, he wants the Word of the Lord to run, to be spread, without hindrance, as quickly as possible, everywhere. And that his plan did not include a mere external Christianizing, a mere veneer of Christianity, which so many of the modern schemes have in view, is shown by the fact that he also desires the glorifying of the Gospel, that he wants the Word of the Lord glorified by its fruit, by the actual demonstration of its divine power and truth. So much had been accomplished in the case of the Thessalonians, and so much the apostle desired to see accomplished throughout the world, for such was his zeal for the Master whom he was serving with such whole-souled eagerness.  (Kretzamnn)
3:3 faithful. In the Greek the word immediately follows “faith” (v. 2), putting the faithfulness of God in sharp contrast with the lack of faith in people (cf. 1Co 1:9; 10:13; 2Co 1:18). (CSB)
This sad thought, however, leads, by contrast, to that other: But faithful is the Lord, who shall certainly confirm you and protect you from the evil (or, from the Wicked One). The fate of the adversaries of Christ is a sad one indeed, but Christians cannot afford to spend any time in brooding over their perversity. So far as the believers are concerned, they know that theirs is a faithful God, whose promises concerning their salvation are sure. There cannot be the slightest doubt in their minds that He most surely shall confirm and establish them in their faith and holy life until the end. This includes also that He will keep and protect them from all evil, so that the devil, the world, and their own flesh may not seduce them, nor lead them into misbelief, despair, and other great shame and vice. This powerful and constant help and protection belongs to the Christians by virtue of God’s promises and therefore cannot fail. (Kretzmann)

3:4 HAVE CONFIDENCE – For that reason, Paul can write in all confidence: But we have confidence in the Lord about you that what we enjoin you are doing and will do. The apostle’s confidence is in the Lord, since he knows that the Lord’s strength is powerful enough to uphold His own at all times and to direct their feet into the paths of sanctification. He is sure that, with this power to inspire and to guide them, his readers will not only at the present time be found engaged in such works as are pleasing to the Lord, but will also in the future not disappoint the faithfulness of God and their great teacher’s belief in them. (Kretzmann)

3:5 hearts. See note on 1Th 2:4. (CSB)
      God’s love. Paul is about to rebuke the idle, and is here reminding them of God’s love. There should be no hard feelings among those who owe everything to the love of God. (CSB)
To this end, then, he prays: But the Lord direct your hearts toward the love of God and toward the patience of Christ. Not only the beginning of a Christian’s spiritual life, but also the progress and the end of it depends upon God’s power in the Word. And one of the strongest motives that may be urged upon Christians is that they consider the wonderful love of God toward them, in order to be filled with a similar love, that they ponder upon the patience of Christ under provocations which no other man could have endured, in order to pattern their own lives after His example. The Thessalonians particularly needed this admonition, though presented in the form of a prayer, because of their impatient desire for the speedy coming of the last day. But the value of God’s love and of Christ’s patience as examples to stimulate the love and the patience of the believers is just as great to-day as it ever was, and should find a marked reflection in their entire life.  (Kretzmann)
Warning Against Idleness 
6﻿ In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, we command you, brothers, to keep away from every brother who is idle and does not live according to the teaching you received from us. ﻿7﻿ For you yourselves know how you ought to follow our example. We were not idle when we were with you, ﻿8﻿ nor did we eat anyone’s food without paying for it. On the contrary, we worked night and day, laboring and toiling so that we would not be a burden to any of you. ﻿9﻿ We did this, not because we do not have the right to such help, but in order to make ourselves a model for you to follow. ﻿10﻿ For even when we were with you, we gave you this rule: “If a man will not work, he shall not eat.” ﻿11﻿ We hear that some among you are idle. They are not busy; they are busybodies. ﻿12﻿ Such people we command and urge in the Lord Jesus Christ to settle down and earn the bread they eat. ﻿13﻿ And as for you, brothers, never tire of doing what is right. ﻿14﻿ If anyone does not obey our instruction in this letter, take special note of him. Do not associate with him, in order that he may feel ashamed. ﻿15﻿ Yet do not regard him as an enemy, but warn him as a brother. 

3:6 the name. See note on 1:12. (CSB)
      command. An authoritative word with a military ring. (CSB)
      keep away. Not withdrawal of all contact but withholding of close fellowship. Idleness is sinful and disruptive, but those guilty of it are still brothers (v. 15). (CSB)
      idle. The problem was mentioned in the first letter (4:11–12; 5:14; see notes there), and evidently had worsened. Paul takes it seriously and gives more attention to it in this letter than to anything else but the second coming. (CSB)
      teaching. See note on 2:15. (CSB)
The apostle has fully characterized the members of the Christian congregations as they should be. That he was not offering his own personal suggestions and opinions appears from the crisp sentence which he here inserts: But we charge you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to withdraw yourselves from every brother walking disorderly and not according to the instruction which you received from us. It is a serious matter which Paul has broached and one which his tone brings out very sharply. The name, the honor of the Lord Jesus Christ Himself demand this form of procedure. If there is any brother, any person that has joined the congregation and wishes to be considered a member, but nevertheless conducts himself without any regard to the order established by the will of the Lord, ignoring the plain rules of conduct which the instruction of Paul had conveyed to them all, then the faithful members should withdraw from him, they should signify to him that fellowship with him must cease unless he returns to his senses and signifies his intention of observing the rules of life which obtain in the Christian Church by the will of God. Church discipline, as prescribed in Matt. 18, must be applied in all cases of deliberate disorderly conduct, of willful disregard of the plainly expressed will of God, especially in cases of flagrant sins and vices, 1 Cor. 5, 11. In this case the apostle had in mind chiefly the refusal to work, to perform the labor demanded by every man’s temporal calling, as the context shows. (Kretzmann)

3:7 follow our example. See note on 1Th 1:6. (CSB)
This thought is brought out by the apostle’s reference to his own example: For yourselves know how you ought to imitate us, for we did not walk disorderly among you, nor did we eat bread with any one for nothing, but in toil and misery, working night and day, that we might not be burdensome to any of you; not that we did not have the power, but that we might present ourselves a pattern to you to imitate us. Paul’s manner of life and conduct in the midst of the Thessalonians was a matter of common knowledge; he had hidden nothing from them, he had not loafed nor conducted himself disorderly in any manner. (Kretzmann)

3:8 eat … food. A Hebraism for “make a living” (see, e.g., Ge 3:19; Am 7:12). Paul is not saying that he never accepted hospitality but that he had not depended on other people for his living (see 1Th 2:9 and note). (CSB)
He had not sought free meals, he had not depended upon them for his subsistence. It was the special boast of St. Paul, for which he adduces a reason also in this instance, that he wanted to make his way, earn his own living, while preaching the Gospel in any city. He had therefore probably, in Thessalonica as he had done in other cities, practiced his trade as tent-maker, working at such times as he could not reach the people with preaching. It was a hard life, as he himself says, one full of hard toil and misery, a life which kept him busy practically night and day. But his object was attained, he was not a burden to a single member of the congregation. (Kretzmann)

3:9 the right. See note on 1Th 2:6. (CSB)
But here the apostle is careful to meet a probable misunderstanding which might harm the work of other teachers that could not possibly follow his method of double work. He did all this, not because he would not have had authority and power to demand the means of subsistence, a decent livelihood, from them, but because he felt that their circumstances required just such an example and pattern as he was setting them. He could and did frankly and unhesitatingly ask the Thessalonians to imitate him in this respect. His conduct could serve as a lesson to them, which they would do well to heed; he wanted to train them by his own example. Cp. 1 Cor. 9, 7-15. (Kretzmann)

3:10 Pagan parallels are in the form, “He who does not work does not eat.” But Paul gives an imperative: lit. “let him not eat.” The Christian must not be a loafer. (CSB)
This feature of the Thessalonian character had struck the attention of the apostle even when he was laboring in their midst: For even when we were with you, this charge we gave to you, that if any one does not want to work, neither shall he eat. For we hear of some of you walking disorderly, in no way busy with work, but busybodies. But to such we give the charge and exhort them in the Lord Jesus Christ that, working with quietness, they should eat their own bread. God wants no idleness, He commands every man to eat his bread in the sweat of his face, Gen. 3, 19. A man that is persistently idle, that refuses to work, should therefore also be excluded from the legitimate fruit of labor, the food necessary to sustain the body. In addition to this general principle, however, which the apostle had taught during his stay among them, the present situation, from the reports which reached him, made it necessary to repeat his charge with emphasis. The life of the idler, of the loafer, is disorderly. (Kretzmann)

3:11 busybodies. Worse than idle, they were interfering with other people’s affairs, a problem to which idleness often leads. (CSB)
And let no man come with the feeble rejoinder that all work and no play makes Jack a dull boy; for at the present time the underproduction of the necessities of life is largely due to the steadily diminishing number of working-hours, a number altogether out of proportion to the hours devoted to relaxation and recuperation. There is to-day, as it was in Thessalonica, too much idleness, and the devil finds work for idle hands to do. A little more thought for the welfare of the country as a whole and a little less thought of supposed personal convenience is very necessary at this time. Instead of being busily engaged in the work of their calling and devoting the energy of their thoughts to producing the best that is in them, too many people are busybodies, officious meddlers, fussy interferers. (Kretzmann)

3:12 SETTLE DOWN…EARN THE BREAD – The charge of St. Paul therefore rings out to-day with the same force which characterized his earnestness in the first century. He is still charging and exhorting all men, especially all believers, in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, to attend to their work with all quietness and earn their maintenance honestly. Faithful and diligent labor, under the blessing of God, will always bring the necessities of life. Note: In our days also busybodies, impertinent meddlers with other people’s business, newsmongers and telltales, are an abominable race, “the curse of every neighborhood where they live, and a pest to religious society.” The words of the apostle with regard to such may well be transcribed by stating that every person should keep two points in mind so far as temporal affairs are concerned: first, to mind his own business; secondly, not to interfere with that of the other person. (Kretzmann)
3:13 NEVER TIRE…DOING WHAT IS RIGHT – In warning against idleness, Paul hopes his readers will never tire of doing what is right.  If we’re going to be busy, he’s saying, be busy with the right.  (LL)

3:14 Paul realizes that some may not heed his letter. (CSB)
        associate with. The Greek for this phrase is an unusual double compound, meaning “mix up together with” (used elsewhere in the NT only in 1Co 5:9, 11—of a similar withdrawal of close fellowship). It indicates a disassociation that will bring the person back to a right attitude. (CSB)
        feel ashamed. And repent. The aim is not punishment but restoration to fellowship. (CSB)
3:15 Discipline in the church should be brotherly, never harsh. (CSB)
        warn. See 1Th 5:12, where the Greek for this verb is translated “admonish.” (CSB)
Final Greetings 
﻿

16﻿ Now may the Lord of peace himself give you peace at all times and in every way. The Lord be with all of you. ﻿17﻿ I, Paul, write this greeting in my own hand, which is the distinguishing mark in all my letters. This is how I write. ﻿18﻿ The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 

3:16 Lord of peace. The more usual phrase is “God of peace” (see note on 1Th 5:23). (CSB)
        all of you. Even the disorderly. (CSB)
3:17 Paul normally dictated his letters (cf. Ro 16:22), but toward the end he added something in his own handwriting (see 1Co 16:21; Gal 6:11; Col 4:18). Here he tells us that this practice was his distinguishing mark. (CSB)
3:18 See note on 1Th 5:28. Paul has criticized his offenders, but his last prayer is for everyone. (CSB)
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