ESTHER

Chapter 9

Triumph of the Jews 

On the thirteenth day of the twelfth month, the month of Adar, the edict commanded by the king was to be carried out. On this day the enemies of the Jews had hoped to overpower them, but now the tables were turned and the Jews got the upper hand over those who hated them. ﻿2﻿ The Jews assembled in their cities in all the provinces of King Xerxes to attack those seeking their destruction. No one could stand against them, because the people of all the other nationalities were afraid of them. ﻿3﻿ And all the nobles of the provinces, the satraps, the governors and the king’s administrators helped the Jews, because fear of Mordecai had seized them. ﻿4﻿ Mordecai was prominent in the palace; his reputation spread throughout the provinces, and he became more and more powerful. ﻿5﻿ The Jews struck down all their enemies with the sword, killing and destroying them, and they did what they pleased to those who hated them. ﻿6﻿ In the citadel of Susa, the Jews killed and destroyed five hundred men. ﻿7﻿ They also killed Parshandatha, Dalphon, Aspatha, ﻿8﻿ Poratha, Adalia, Aridatha, ﻿9﻿ Parmashta, Arisai, Aridai and Vaizatha, ﻿10﻿ the ten sons of Haman son of Hammedatha, the enemy of the Jews. But they did not lay their hands on the plunder. ﻿11﻿ The number of those slain in the citadel of Susa was reported to the king that same day. ﻿12﻿ The king said to Queen Esther, “The Jews have killed and destroyed five hundred men and the ten sons of Haman in the citadel of Susa. What have they done in the rest of the king’s provinces? Now what is your petition? It will be given you. What is your request? It will also be granted.” ﻿13﻿ “If it pleases the king,” Esther answered, “give the Jews in Susa permission to carry out this day’s edict tomorrow also, and let Haman’s ten sons be hanged on gallows.” ﻿14﻿ So the king commanded that this be done. An edict was issued in Susa, and they hanged the ten sons of Haman. ﻿15﻿ The Jews in Susa came together on the fourteenth day of the month of Adar, and they put to death in Susa three hundred men, but they did not lay their hands on the plunder. 16﻿ Meanwhile, the remainder of the Jews who were in the king’s provinces also assembled to protect themselves and get relief from their enemies. They killed seventy-five thousand of them but did not lay their hands on the plunder. ﻿17﻿ This happened on the thirteenth day of the month of Adar, and on the fourteenth they rested and made it a day of feasting and joy. 

9:1 See notes on 8:9–13. The Jews carry out the edict of Mordecai eight months and 20 days later. (CSB)
   tables were turned. The statement that the opposite happened points to the author’s concern with literary symmetry: He balances most of the details from the first half of the story with their explicit reversal in the second half. (CSB)
What a number of providences, and none of them apparently of an extraordinary nature, concurred to preserve a people so signally, and to all human appearance so inevitably, doomed to destruction! None are ever too low for God to lift up, or too high for God to cast down. Must not these heathens have observed that the uncontrollable hand of an Almighty Being had worked in behalf of the Jews? And must not this have had a powerful tendency to discredit the idolatry of the country?  (ACC)
9:2–3 An illustration of Ge 12:3. Confronted with two conflicting edicts issued in the king’s name—the edict of Haman and the edict of Mordecai—the governors follow the edict of the current regime. (CSB)
9:5–10 The Jews attend to the unfinished business of “blotting out the name of the Amalekites” (Ex 17:16; Dt 25:17–19; see notes on 3:1–6). This incident is presented as the antithesis of 1Sa 15: The narrator is emphatic that the Jews did not take plunder, in spite of the king’s permission to do so (8:11). Seizing the plunder 500 years earlier in the battle against Amalek had cost Saul his kingship (1Sa 15:17–19); here, not taking the plunder brings royal power to Mordecai (vv. 20–23). See vv. 15–16; cf. Ge 14:22–24. (CSB)
9:6 FIVE HUNDRED MEN – There is no indication that they took advantage of the king’s permission to kill women and children.  (PBC)

9:10 sons of Haman. The second reference to Haman’s sons (see 5:11; see also Introduction: Purpose, Themes and Literary Features). (CSB)
9:12 See 5:3, 6; 7:2. (CSB)
9:13 The reference to hanging in this case is to the display of the corpses, not to the means of the execution (see vv. 7–10 and note on 2:23). (CSB)
They had been slain the preceding day, and now she requests that they may be exposed on posts or gibbets, as a terror to those who sought the destruction of the Jews. (ACC)
9:15–16 See note on vv. 5–10. (CSB)
Esther had probably been informed by Mordecai that there were still many enemies of the Jews who sought their destruction, who had escaped the preceding day; and, therefore, begs that this second day be added to the former permission. This being accordingly granted, they found three hundred more, in all eight hundred. And thus Susa was purged of all their enemies. (ACC)
9:16, 22 relief from their enemies. Closely associated with the vengeance on their enemies is the rest promised to Israel (Dt 25:19). The defeat of Haman brings rest to the Jews. Cf. 1Ch 22:6–10; Ps 95:8–11; Isa 32:18; Heb 3:11–4:11. (CSB)
The purpose of the scriptural account is to show how God acted in history to preserve his chosen people, so that the promise of the Messiah could be fulfilled.  (PBC)
Purim Celebrated 
﻿

18﻿ The Jews in Susa, however, had assembled on the thirteenth and fourteenth, and then on the fifteenth they rested and made it a day of feasting and joy. ﻿19﻿ That is why rural Jews—those living in villages—observe the fourteenth of the month of Adar as a day of joy and feasting, a day for giving presents to each other. ﻿20﻿ Mordecai recorded these events, and he sent letters to all the Jews throughout the provinces of King Xerxes, near and far, ﻿21﻿ to have them celebrate annually the fourteenth and fifteenth days of the month of Adar ﻿22﻿ as the time when the Jews got relief from their enemies, and as the month when their sorrow was turned into joy and their mourning into a day of celebration. He wrote them to observe the days as days of feasting and joy and giving presents of food to one another and gifts to the poor. ﻿23﻿ So the Jews agreed to continue the celebration they had begun, doing what Mordecai had written to them. ﻿24﻿ For Haman son of Hammedatha, the Agagite, the enemy of all the Jews, had plotted against the Jews to destroy them and had cast the pur (that is, the lot) for their ruin and destruction. ﻿25﻿ But when the plot came to the king’s attention, ﻿a﻿ he issued written orders that the evil scheme Haman had devised against the Jews should come back onto his own head, and that he and his sons should be hanged on the gallows. ﻿26﻿ (Therefore these days were called Purim, from the word pur.) Because of everything written in this letter and because of what they had seen and what had happened to them, ﻿27﻿ the Jews took it upon themselves to establish the custom that they and their descendants and all who join them should without fail observe these two days every year, in the way prescribed and at the time appointed. ﻿28﻿ These days should be remembered and observed in every generation by every family, and in every province and in every city. And these days of Purim should never cease to be celebrated by the Jews, nor should the memory of them die out among their descendants. ﻿29﻿ So Queen Esther, daughter of Abihail, along with Mordecai the Jew, wrote with full authority to confirm this second letter concerning Purim. ﻿30﻿ And Mordecai sent letters to all the Jews in the 127 provinces of the kingdom of Xerxes—words of goodwill and assurance— ﻿31﻿ to establish these days of Purim at their designated times, as Mordecai the Jew and Queen Esther had decreed for them, and as they had established for themselves and their descendants in regard to their times of fasting and lamentation. ﻿32﻿ Esther’s decree confirmed these regulations about Purim, and it was written down in the records. 
9:18–19 The author accounts for the tradition of observing Purim on two different days: It is observed on the 14th in most towns, but the Jews of Susa observed it on the 15th. Today it is observed on the 14th except in Jerusalem, where it is observed on the 15th. – Purim usually occurs during our month of February.  Its celebration is somewhat like a combination of our Halloween and New Year’s Eve.  Children wear costumes and paint their faces.  There is a great deal of merrymaking.  A very important aspect of the holiday is the public reading of the book of Esther.  This reading is interrupted with noisemakers at every mention of Haman’s name with festive songs.  Gifts of food to friends and to the poor are another part of the holiday.  One unique food of the festival is a cookie called “Haman’s ears.”  The whole tone of the holiday is that of a victory celebration like V-E Day or V-J Day or Armistice Day in modern times.  (PBC)  
9:20 Mordecai recorded these events. Some take this as indicating that Mordecai wrote the book of Esther; however, the more natural understanding is that he recorded the events in the letters he sent. (CSB)
9:22 presents of food. See note on 2:9; cf. Ne 8:10, 12.

9:23 CELEBRATION THEY HAD BEGUN – They had already kept the fifteenth day, and some of them in the country the fourteenth also, as a day of rejoicing: Mordecai wrote to them to bind themselves and their successors, and all their proselytes, to celebrate this as an annual feast throughout all their generations; and this they undertook to do. And it has been observed among them, in all places of their dispersion, from that day to the present time, without any interruption.  (ACC)
9:24, 26 pur. See note on 3:7. (CSB)
The word mean lots Haman had cast. (PBC)
9:27 all who join them. Some refer this phrase to a period of Jewish proselytism and regard it as important to dating the book. It is more likely that it refers to those mentioned in 8:17. (CSB)
9:31 fasting. See notes on 4:3, 16. No date is assigned for this fast. Jews traditionally observe the 13th of Adar, Haman’s propitious day (see 3:7, 13), as a fast (“the fast of Esther”) before the celebration of Purim. These three days of victory celebration on the 13th–15th days of Adar rhetorically balance the three days of Esther’s fasting prior to interceding with the king (4:16). (CSB)
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