ESTHER
Chapter 1

Queen Vashti Deposed 

This is what happened during the time of Xerxes, ﻿a﻿ the Xerxes who ruled over 127 provinces stretching from India to Cush ﻿b﻿: ﻿2﻿ At that time King Xerxes reigned from his royal throne in the citadel of Susa, ﻿3﻿ and in the third year of his reign he gave a banquet for all his nobles and officials. The military leaders of Persia and Media, the princes, and the nobles of the provinces were present. ﻿4﻿ For a full 180 days he displayed the vast wealth of his kingdom and the splendor and glory of his majesty. ﻿5﻿ When these days were over, the king gave a banquet, lasting seven days, in the enclosed garden of the king’s palace, for all the people from the least to the greatest, who were in the citadel of Susa. ﻿6﻿ The garden had hangings of white and blue linen, fastened with cords of white linen and purple material to silver rings on marble pillars. There were couches of gold and silver on a mosaic pavement of porphyry, marble, mother-of-pearl and other costly stones. ﻿7﻿ Wine was served in goblets of gold, each one different from the other, and the royal wine was abundant, in keeping with the king’s liberality. ﻿8﻿ By the king’s command each guest was allowed to drink in his own way, for the king instructed all the wine stewards to serve each man what he wished. ﻿9﻿ Queen Vashti also gave a banquet for the women in the royal palace of King Xerxes. ﻿10﻿ On the seventh day, when King Xerxes was in high spirits from wine, he commanded the seven eunuchs who served him—Mehuman, Biztha, Harbona, Bigtha, Abagtha, Zethar and Carcas— ﻿11﻿ to bring before him Queen Vashti, wearing her royal crown, in order to display her beauty to the people and nobles, for she was lovely to look at. ﻿12﻿ But when the attendants delivered the king’s command, Queen Vashti refused to come. Then the king became furious and burned with anger. ﻿13﻿ Since it was customary for the king to consult experts in matters of law and justice, he spoke with the wise men who understood the times ﻿14﻿ and were closest to the king—Carshena, Shethar, Admatha, Tarshish, Meres, Marsena and Memucan, the seven nobles of Persia and Media who had special access to the king and were highest in the kingdom. ﻿15﻿ “According to law, what must be done to Queen Vashti?” he asked. “She has not obeyed the command of King Xerxes that the eunuchs have taken to her.” ﻿16﻿ Then Memucan replied in the presence of the king and the nobles, “Queen Vashti has done wrong, not only against the king but also against all the nobles and the peoples of all the provinces of King Xerxes. ﻿17﻿ For the queen’s conduct will become known to all the women, and so they will despise their husbands and say, ‘King Xerxes commanded Queen Vashti to be brought before him, but she would not come.’ ﻿18﻿ This very day the Persian and Median women of the nobility who have heard about the queen’s conduct will respond to all the king’s nobles in the same way. There will be no end of disrespect and discord. ﻿19﻿ “Therefore, if it pleases the king, let him issue a royal decree and let it be written in the laws of Persia and Media, which cannot be repealed, that Vashti is never again to enter the presence of King Xerxes. Also let the king give her royal position to someone else who is better than she. ﻿20﻿ Then when the king’s edict is proclaimed throughout all his vast realm, all the women will respect their husbands, from the least to the greatest.” ﻿21﻿ The king and his nobles were pleased with this advice, so the king did as Memucan proposed. ﻿22﻿ He sent dispatches to all parts of the kingdom, to each province in its own script and to each people in its own language, proclaiming in each people’s tongue that every man should be ruler over his own household. 

1:1 THIS IS WHAT HAPPENED DURING THE TIME – The events described in this book took place between the 6th and 7th chapters of Ezra, after the return of Zerubbabel, but before the return of Ezra. In this books we learn how God used Esther to save the people of Israel from destruction.   (PBC)

      Xerxes. A transliteration of the Greek form of the Persian name Khshayarshan (see note on Ezr 4:6; see also NIV text note here). Xerxes succeeded his father Darius and ruled 486–465 b.c.  (CSB)
      127 provinces. See 8:9. The Greek historian Herodotus (3.89) records that Xerxes’s father Darius had organized the empire into 20 satrapies. (Satraps, the rulers of the satrapies are mentioned in 3:12; 8:9; 9:3.) The provinces were smaller administrative units. (CSB)
1:2 citadel of Susa. The fortified acropolis and palace complex; it is distinguished from the surrounding city in 3:15; 4:1–2, 6; 8:15. Several archaeological investigations have been made at the site since the mid-19th century. Xerxes had made extensive renovations in the palace structures. (CSB)
      Susa. The winter residence of the Persian kings; the three other capitals were Ecbatana (Ezr 6:2), Babylon and Persepolis. One of Daniel’s visions was set in Susa (Da 8:2); Nehemiah also served there (Ne 1:1). (CSB)
1:3–4 The year (483–482 b.c.), the persons in attendance and the length of the meeting suggest that the gathering may have been to plan for the disastrous campaigns of 482–479 against Greece. Herodotus (7.8) possibly describes this assembly. (CSB)
1:3 banquet. Feasting is a prominent theme in Esther (see Introduction: Purpose, Themes and Literary Features i.e The author’s central purpose was to record the institution of the annual festival of Purim and to keep alive for generations the memory of the great deliverance of the Jewish people during the reign of Xerxes). (CSB)
1:4 DISPLAYED THE VAST WEALTH – Luxury was the characteristic of the Eastern monarchs, and particularly of the Persians. In their feasts, which were superb and of long continuance, they made a general exhibition of their wealth, grandeur, etc., and received the highest encomiums from their poets and flatterers. (ACC)

1:5–6 The excavations at Susa have unearthed a text in which Xerxes’s father Darius describes in some detail the building of his palace. Xerxes continued the work his father had begun. (CSB)

The first was a feast for the nobles in general; this, for the people of the city at large. As the company was very numerous that was to be received, no apartments in the palace could be capable of containing them; therefore the court of the garden was chosen. (ACC)
1:6 HANGINGS OF WHITE AND BLUE LINEN – It was customary, on such occasions, not only to hang the place about with elegant curtains of the above colors, as Dr. Shaw and others have remarked, but also to have a canopy of rich stuffs suspended on cords from side to side of the place in which they feasted. And such courts were ordinarily paved with different coloured marbles, or with tiles painted, as above specified. And this was the origin of the Musive or Mosaic work, well known among the Asiatics, and borrowed from them by the Greeks and the Romans. The beds of gold and silver mentioned here were the couches covered with gold and silver cloth, on which the guests reclined. (ACC)

1:8 EACH GUEST WAS ALLOWED TO DRINK IN HIS OWN WAY – Every person drank what he pleased; he was not obliged to take more than he had reason to think would do him good. Among the Greeks, each guest was obliged to keep the round, or leave the company.  At the Roman feasts there was a person chosen by the cast of dice, who prescribed rules to the company, which all were obliged to observe. (ACC)

1:9 Queen Vashti. Deposed in 484/483 b.c.; Esther became queen in 479/478 (2:16–17). The Greek historians call Xerxes’s queen Amestris; they record her influence during the early part of his reign and as queen mother during the following reign of her son Artaxerxes (Ezr 7:1, 7, 11–12, 21; 8:1; Ne 2:1; 5:14; 13:6) until the time of her own death c. 424. Artaxerxes came to the throne when he was 18 years old; therefore he was born c. 484/483, approximately at the time of Vashti’s deposal. Since he was the third son of Amestris, the name Amestris cannot be identified with Esther and must be viewed as a Greek version of the name Vashti. Comparatively little is known of the late portions of Xerxes’s reign, nor is it possible to determine the subsequent events of the life of Esther. Apparently after Esther’s death or her fall from favor, Vashti was able to reassert her power and to exercise a controlling influence over her son. (CSB)
As the women of the East never mingle with the men in public, Vashti made a feast for the Persian ladies by themselves; and while the men were in the court of the garden, the women were in the royal house. (ACC) 
The importance of the story of the removal of Queen Vahti is limited to the fact that it shows how God controlled events so that Esther could become Xerxes’ wife.  We should be cautious about drawing moral examples from it.  Some commentators have made Vashti the hero of the story.  They have suggested that since she was ordered to appear wearing the royal crown, she was to appear wearing only the crown, and that she was a noble woman who courageously refused the indecent command of her drunken husband.  Others have made Vashti a villain, a disrespectful, arrogant wife, who had no regard for her husband.  Xerxes’ actions seem to be motivated more by pride and anger than by any real understanding or concern for the proper relationship of husband and wife.  (PBC)
1:13–14 Ezr 7:14 and the Greek historian Herodotus indicate that seven men functioned as the immediate advisers to the king. (CSB)
1:13 wise men who understood the times. Court astrologers.

1:19 cannot be repealed. The irrevocability of the Persian laws is mentioned in 8:8 and Da 6:8. – Let it be inserted among the permanent laws, and made a part of the constitution of the empire. Perhaps the Persians affected such a degree of wisdom in the construction of their laws, that they never could be amended, and should never be repeated. And this we may understand to be the ground of the saying, The laws of the Medes and Persians, that change not. (ACC)

        never again to enter. The punishment corresponds to the crime: Since Vashti refused to appear before the king, it is decreed that she never appear before him again. Furthermore, from this point on she is no longer given the title “Queen” in the book of Esther. (CSB)
1:22 proclaiming … household. Or “that every man should be ruler over his own household and that his native language should be used in the home,” thus referring to the use of the husband’s native language in ethnically mixed marriages as a sign of his rule in the home (see Ne 13:23–24). (CSB)
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