ESTHER

Chapter 10

The Greatness of Mordecai

King Xerxes imposed tribute throughout the empire, to its distant shores. ﻿2﻿ And all his acts of power and might, together with a full account of the greatness of Mordecai to which the king had raised him, are they not written in the book of the annals of the kings of Media and Persia? ﻿3﻿ Mordecai the Jew was second in rank to King Xerxes, preeminent among the Jews, and held in high esteem by his many fellow Jews, because he worked for the good of his people and spoke up for the welfare of all the Jews. 

10:1–2 The reference to this taxation may represent material in the author’s source, to which he directs the reader for additional information and confirmation (see note on 2:23). (CSB)
10:2 WRITTEN IN THE BOOKS OF THE ANNALS – The Persians have ever been remarkable for keeping exact chronicles of all public events. Their Tareekhs, which are compositions of this kind, are still very numerous, and indeed very important. (ACC) 
The main purpose of this short chapter is to assure the readers of the historical accuracy of the account, by referring them to the Persian records in which they can find verification of the story and more information about Mordecai.  (PBC)
10:3 SECOND IN RANK TO KING – He was his prime minister; and, under him, was the governor of the whole empire. The Targum is extravagant in its encomiums upon Mordecai: “All the kings of the earth feared and trembled before him: he was as resplendent as the evening star among the stars; and was as bright as Aurora beaming forth in the morning; and he was chief of the kings.”  (ACC)
    WORKED FOR THE GOOD OF HIS PEOPLE – Studying to promote the Jewish interest to the utmost of his power.  (ACC)
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