ESTHER

Chapter 3

Haman’s Plot to Destroy the Jews 

After these events, King Xerxes honored Haman son of Hammedatha, the Agagite, elevating him and giving him a seat of honor higher than that of all the other nobles. ﻿2﻿ All the royal officials at the king’s gate knelt down and paid honor to Haman, for the king had commanded this concerning him. But Mordecai would not kneel down or pay him honor. ﻿3﻿ Then the royal officials at the king’s gate asked Mordecai, “Why do you disobey the king’s command?” ﻿4﻿ Day after day they spoke to him but he refused to comply. Therefore they told Haman about it to see whether Mordecai’s behavior would be tolerated, for he had told them he was a Jew. ﻿5﻿ When Haman saw that Mordecai would not kneel down or pay him honor, he was enraged. ﻿6﻿ Yet having learned who Mordecai’s people were, he scorned the idea of killing only Mordecai. Instead Haman looked for a way to destroy all Mordecai’s people, the Jews, throughout the whole kingdom of Xerxes. ﻿7﻿ In the twelfth year of King Xerxes, in the first month, the month of Nisan, they cast the pur (that is, the lot) in the presence of Haman to select a day and month. And the lot fell on ﻿a﻿ the twelfth month, the month of Adar. ﻿8﻿ Then Haman said to King Xerxes, “There is a certain people dispersed and scattered among the peoples in all the provinces of your kingdom whose customs are different from those of all other people and who do not obey the king’s laws; it is not in the king’s best interest to tolerate them. ﻿9﻿ If it pleases the king, let a decree be issued to destroy them, and I will put ten thousand talents﻿ of silver into the royal treasury for the men who carry out this business.” 10﻿ So the king took his signet ring from his finger and gave it to Haman son of Hammedatha, the Agagite, the enemy of the Jews. ﻿11﻿ “Keep the money,” the king said to Haman, “and do with the people as you please.” ﻿12﻿ Then on the thirteenth day of the first month the royal secretaries were summoned. They wrote out in the script of each province and in the language of each people all Haman’s orders to the king’s satraps, the governors of the various provinces and the nobles of the various peoples. These were written in the name of King Xerxes himself and sealed with his own ring. 13﻿ Dispatches were sent by couriers to all the king’s provinces with the order to destroy, kill and annihilate all the Jews—young and old, women and little children—on a single day, the thirteenth day of the twelfth month, the month of Adar, and to plunder their goods. ﻿14﻿ A copy of the text of the edict was to be issued as law in every province and made known to the people of every nationality so they would be ready for that day. ﻿15﻿ Spurred on by the king’s command, the couriers went out, and the edict was issued in the citadel of Susa. The king and Haman sat down to drink, but the city of Susa was bewildered. 

3:1 After these events. Four years have elapsed since Esther’s selection as queen (v. 7; 2:16–17). The fact that no reason is given for the promotion of Haman provides an ironic contrast between the unrewarded merit of Mordecai (2:21–23; see 6:3) and the unmerited reward of Haman. (CSB)
      son of Hammedatha, the Agagite. There is some debate about the ancestry of Haman. The name Hammedatha appears to be Persian and probably refers to an immediate ancestor. The title “Agagite” could refer to some other immediate ancestor or to an unknown place; however, it is far more likely that it refers to Agag, king of Amalek (1Sa 15:20). The Amalekites had attacked Israel after she fled from Egypt (Ex 17:8–16; 1Sa 14:47–48); for this reason the Lord would “be at war against the Amalekites from generation to generation” (Ex 17:16). Israel was not to forget, but must “blot out the memory of Amalek from under heaven” (Dt 25:17–19). Saul’s attack on Amalek (1Sa 15) resulted in the death of King Agag and most, though not all (1Ch 4:42–43), of the city’s population. In Esther, about 500 years after the battle led by the Benjamite Saul, the Benjamite Mordecai (see note on 2:5) continues the war with the Amalekites. (CSB)
3:2–6 Obedience to the second commandment (Ex 20:4) is not the issue in Mordecai’s refusal to bow down to Haman, for the Jews were willing to bow down to kings (see 1Sa 24:8; 2Sa 14:4; 1Ki 1:16) and to other persons (see Ge 23:7; 33:3; 44:14). Only the long-standing enmity between the Jews and the Amalekites accounts both for Mordecai’s refusal and for Haman’s intent to destroy all the Jews (vv. 5–6). The threat against the Jews “throughout the whole kingdom” (v. 6) is a threat against the ultimate issue of redemptive history (see Introduction: Purpose, Themes and Literary Features). (CSB)
3:4 Compare the phraseology with that in the Joseph story (Ge 39:10). 3:7 (CSB)
      twelfth year … first month. April or May, 474 b.c., the fifth year of Esther’s reign. (CSB)
      they. Either indefinite or the astrologers who assisted Haman (5:10, 14; 6:12–13). (CSB)
      pur. See 9:24, 26. This word is found in Akkadian texts with the meaning “lot” (as here). The celebration known as Purim takes its name from the plural of this noun (see 9:23–32). There is irony in the fact that the month of the Jews’ celebration of the Passover deliverance from Egypt is also the month that Haman begins plotting their destruction (Ex 12:1–11). (CSB)
      twelfth month. An 11-month delay is contemplated between the securing of the decree and the execution of it in the month Adar (February-March). (CSB)
3:8–9 The name of the people Haman wishes to destroy is slyly omitted in this blend of the true and the false: The Jews did have their own customs and laws, but they were not disobedient to the king (Jer 29:7). (CSB)
When the insane rage of Satan against God’s people joins up with this blind human prejudice, reason and decency are cast aside and hatred runs wild.  But under the wise rule of God’s justice, in their blindness the persecutors and tyrants of this world often plant the seeds of their own destruction.  (PBC) (Hitler etc.)
3:8 dispersed and scattered. See 8:11, 17; 9:2, 12, 16, 19–20, 28. (CSB)
3:9 ten thousand talents. Herodotus (3.95) records that the annual income of the Persian empire was 15,000 talents. If this figure is correct, Haman offers two-thirds of that amount—a huge sum. Presumably the money would have come from the plundered wealth of the victims of the decree. Verse 13 implies that those who would take part in the massacre were to be allowed to keep the plunder, perhaps adding financial incentive to the execution of the decree since Xerxes disavows taking the money (v. 11). On the other hand, 4:7 and 7:4 may imply that the king had planned on collecting some of the money. (CSB)
   men who carry out this business. This clause may represent the title of revenue officers who would bring the money to the treasury, or it could refer to those who carry out the decree. The Amalekites had once before plundered Israel (see note on v. 1); Haman plans a recurrence. (CSB)
3:10 KING TOOK HIS SIGNET RING – In this ring was no doubt included his privy seal, and he gave this to Haman, that when he had formed such a decree as he thought fit, he might seal it with this ring, which would give it its due force and influence among the rulers of the provinces. The privy seal of many of our sovereigns appears to have been inserted in their rings; and the seals of Eastern potentates were worn in rings upon their fingers. (ACC)

3:12 thirteenth day … first month. In the 12th year of Xerxes’s reign (v. 7), i.e., Apr. 17, 474 b.c. (CSB)
3:13 Haman’s decree against Israel is the same destruction that had earlier been decreed against Amalek (1Sa 15:3). – Critics have claimed the plans to carry out such a large-scale massacre in a single day are unbelievable, but history has recorded other massacres on this scale.  In 88 BC Mithradates, king of Pontus, massacred 80,000 Romans in one day.  (PBC)
     KILL AND ANNIHILATE ALL – To put the whole of them to death in any manner, or by every way and means. (ACC)

     thirteenth day … twelfth month. Mar. 7, 473 b.c. (see 8:12). (CSB)
    TO PLUNDER THEIR GOODS – Thus, whoever killed a Jew had his property for his trouble! And thus the hand of every man was armed against this miserable people. Both in the Greek version and in the Latin the copy of this order is introduced at length, expressing “the king’s desire to have all his dominions in quiet and prosperity; but that he is informed that this cannot be expected, while a certain detestable people are disseminated through all his provinces, who not only are not subject to the laws, but endeavor to change them; and that nothing less than their utter extermination will secure the peace and prosperity of the empire; and therefore he orders that they be all destroyed, both male and female, young and old,” etc.  (ACC)

3:15 Haman and the king will drink together again in the story when the fate of the Jews is once again being decided (7:1–2), but then it will be at the dissolution of their relationship and the reversal of the decree here celebrated. The celebration here is in sharp contrast to the fasting and mourning of the Jews (4:1–3, 15–16). (CSB)
        CITY OF SUSA WAS BEWILDERED – Apparently the decree struck them as strange and arbitrary.  (PBC)
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