ESTHER

Chapter 5

Esther’s Request to the King 

On the third day Esther put on her royal robes and stood in the inner court of the palace, in front of the king’s hall. The king was sitting on his royal throne in the hall, facing the entrance. ﻿2﻿ When he saw Queen Esther standing in the court, he was pleased with her and held out to her the gold scepter that was in his hand. So Esther approached and touched the tip of the scepter. ﻿3﻿ Then the king asked, “What is it, Queen Esther? What is your request? Even up to half the kingdom, it will be given you.” ﻿4﻿ “If it pleases the king,” replied Esther, “let the king, together with Haman, come today to a banquet I have prepared for him.” ﻿5﻿ “Bring Haman at once,” the king said, “so that we may do what Esther asks.” So the king and Haman went to the banquet Esther had prepared. ﻿6﻿ As they were drinking wine, the king again asked Esther, “Now what is your petition? It will be given you. And what is your request? Even up to half the kingdom, it will be granted.” ﻿7﻿ Esther replied, “My petition and my request is this: ﻿8﻿ If the king regards me with favor and if it pleases the king to grant my petition and fulfill my request, let the king and Haman come tomorrow to the banquet I will prepare for them. Then I will answer the king’s question.” 

5:1 PUT ON HER ROYAL ROBES – After she had prepared herself spiritually with fasting and prayer, Esther prepared herself physically for her encounter with the king.  (PBC)

      STOOD IN THE INNER COURT OF THE PALACE – We do not have much information about the arrangement of the king’s private living quarters or his state reception rooms, but it appears that Esther approached the king in some sort of state reception area which was normally off-limits to her.  (PBC)

5:2 See Pr 21:1. (CSB)
5:3 UP TP HALF THE KINGDOM – This promise reminds us of one made by King Herod to a dancing girl.  She asked for the head of John the Baptist.  (PBC)

5:4 WITH HAMAN – It was necessary to invite Haman to prevent his suspicion, and that he might not take any hasty step which might have prevented the execution of the great design. (ACC)

5:6–7† One can only speculate regarding Esther’s reasons for delaying her answer to the king’s question until he had asked it a third time (vv. 3, 6; 7:2). The author may use these delays as plot retardation devices that sustain the tension and permit the introduction of new material on Haman’s self-aggrandizement (vv. 11–12) and Mordecai’s reward (6:6–11). (CSB)
5:8 COME TOMORROW – She saw she was gaining on the king’s affections; but she was not yet sufficiently confident; and therefore wished another interview, that she might ingratiate herself more fully in the king’s favor, and thus secure the success of her design. But Providence disposed of things thus, to give time for the important event mentioned in the succeeding chapter. (ACC) 
She may have had a good reason for thinking that another occasion would offer a better chance of success or she may simply have lost her nerve.  When we look ahead in the story we realize that regardless of what Esther’s motive may have been, the delay was a result of God’s providence.  This delay was necessary so that the events recorded in the next two sections of our text could take place and prepare the way for Haman’s downfall.  (PBC)
Haman’s Rage Against Mordecai 

9﻿ Haman went out that day happy and in high spirits. But when he saw Mordecai at the king’s gate and observed that he neither rose nor showed fear in his presence, he was filled with rage against Mordecai. ﻿10﻿ Nevertheless, Haman restrained himself and went home. Calling together his friends and Zeresh, his wife, ﻿11﻿ Haman boasted to them about his vast wealth, his many sons, and all the ways the king had honored him and how he had elevated him above the other nobles and officials. ﻿12﻿ “And that’s not all,” Haman added. “I’m the only person Queen Esther invited to accompany the king to the banquet she gave. And she has invited me along with the king tomorrow. ﻿13﻿ But all this gives me no satisfaction as long as I see that Jew Mordecai sitting at the king’s gate.” ﻿14﻿ His wife Zeresh and all his friends said to him, “Have a gallows built, seventy-five feet ﻿a﻿ high, and ask the king in the morning to have Mordecai hanged on it. Then go with the king to the dinner and be happy.” This suggestion delighted Haman, and he had the gallows built. 
5:9 Haman’s rage is kindled when Mordecai does not rise in his presence—an ironic contrast to his earlier refusal to bow (3:2–6). (CSB)
5:11 many sons. Haman had ten sons (9:7–10). Herodotus (1.136) reports that the Persians prized a large number of sons second only to valor in battle; the Persian king sent gifts to the subject with the most sons (cf. Ps 127:3–5). (CSB)
5:12–13 See Pr 16:18; 29:23. (CSB)
Pride will ever render its possessor unhappy. He has such a high opinion of his own worth, that he conceives himself defrauded by every one who does not pay him all the respect and homage which he conceives to be his due. The soul was made for God, and nothing but God can fill it and make it happy. Angels could not be happy in glory, when they had cast off their allegiance to their Maker. As soon as his heart had departed from God, Adam would needs go to the forbidden fruit, to satisfy a desire which was only an indication of his having been unfaithful to his God. Solomon, in all his glory, possessing every thing heart could wish, found all to be vanity and vexation of spirit; because his soul had not God for its portion. Ahab, on the throne of Israel, takes to his bed, and refuses to eat bread, not merely because he cannot get the vineyard of Naboth, but because he had not God in his heart, who could alone satisfy its desires. Haman, on the same ground, though the prime favorite of the king, is wretched because he cannot have a bow from that man whom his heart even despised. O, how distressing are the inquietudes of vanity. And how wretched is the man who has not the God of Jacob for his help, and in whose heart Christ dwells not by faith! (ACC)
5:14 seventy-five feet high. There may be a note of hyperbole in the height of the gallows. Others have suggested that the gallows was erected atop some other structure to achieve this height, e.g., the city wall (see 1Sa 31:10). (CSB)
      hanged. See note on 2:23. (CSB)
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