ESTHER
Chapter 8

The King’s Edict in Behalf of the Jews 
That same day King Xerxes gave Queen Esther the estate of Haman, the enemy of the Jews. And Mordecai came into the presence of the king, for Esther had told how he was related to her. ﻿2﻿ The king took off his signet ring, which he had reclaimed from Haman, and presented it to Mordecai. And Esther appointed him over Haman’s estate. ﻿3﻿ Esther again pleaded with the king, falling at his feet and weeping. She begged him to put an end to the evil plan of Haman the Agagite, which he had devised against the Jews. ﻿4﻿ Then the king extended the gold scepter to Esther and she arose and stood before him. ﻿5﻿ “If it pleases the king,” she said, “and if he regards me with favor and thinks it the right thing to do, and if he is pleased with me, let an order be written overruling the dispatches that Haman son of Hammedatha, the Agagite, devised and wrote to destroy the Jews in all the king’s provinces. ﻿6﻿ For how can I bear to see disaster fall on my people? How can I bear to see the destruction of my family?” ﻿7﻿ King Xerxes replied to Queen Esther and to Mordecai the Jew, “Because Haman attacked the Jews, I have given his estate to Esther, and they have hanged him on the gallows. ﻿8﻿ Now write another decree in the king’s name in behalf of the Jews as seems best to you, and seal it with the king’s signet ring—for no document written in the king’s name and sealed with his ring can be revoked.” ﻿9﻿ At once the royal secretaries were summoned—on the twenty-third day of the third month, the month of Sivan. They wrote out all Mordecai’s orders to the Jews, and to the satraps, governors and nobles of the 127 provinces stretching from India to Cush. ﻿a﻿ These orders were written in the script of each province and the language of each people and also to the Jews in their own script and language. ﻿10﻿ Mordecai wrote in the name of King Xerxes, sealed the dispatches with the king’s signet ring, and sent them by mounted couriers, who rode fast horses especially bred for the king. ﻿11﻿ The king’s edict granted the Jews in every city the right to assemble and protect themselves; to destroy, kill and annihilate any armed force of any nationality or province that might attack them and their women and children; and to plunder the property of their enemies. ﻿12﻿ The day appointed for the Jews to do this in all the provinces of King Xerxes was the thirteenth day of the twelfth month, the month of Adar. ﻿13﻿ A copy of the text of the edict was to be issued as law in every province and made known to the people of every nationality so that the Jews would be ready on that day to avenge themselves on their enemies. ﻿14﻿ The couriers, riding the royal horses, raced out, spurred on by the king’s command. And the edict was also issued in the citadel of Susa. ﻿15﻿ Mordecai left the king’s presence wearing royal garments of blue and white, a large crown of gold and a purple robe of fine linen. And the city of Susa held a joyous celebration. ﻿16﻿ For the Jews it was a time of happiness and joy, gladness and honor. ﻿17﻿ In every province and in every city, wherever the edict of the king went, there was joy and gladness among the Jews, with feasting and celebrating. And many people of other nationalities became Jews because fear of the Jews had seized them. 

8:1–17 The author achieves considerable literary symmetry by recapitulating much of 3:1–4:3 in almost identical terms. (CSB)
8:1 gave Queen Esther the estate of Haman. Herodotus (3.128–129) and Josephus (Antiquities, 11.17) confirm that the property of a traitor reverted to the crown; Xerxes presents Haman’s wealth (5:11) to Esther. (CSB)
As Haman was found guilty of treasonable practices against the peace and prosperity of the king and his empire, his life was forfeited and his goods confiscated. And as Mordecai had been the means of preserving the king’s life, and was the principal object of Haman’s malice, it was but just to confer his property upon him, as well as his dignity and office, as Mordecai was found deserving of the former, and fit to discharge the duties of the latter. (ACC)
8:2 Cf. 3:10, where the king’s offer of his ring includes Haman’s keeping the money; here Mordecai receives the office and the estate of Haman. (CSB)
In the ring was the seal of the king. Giving the ring to Mordecai was tantamount to giving him the seal of the kingdom, and constituting him the same as lord chancellor among us. (ACC)

8:3–6 Esther and Mordecai are secure (7:4–5), but the irrevocable decree is still a threat to the rest of the Jews. (CSB)
8:3 Agagite. See note on 3:1. (CSB)
8:5 favor. See 4:11; 5:2. (CSB)
8:6 Cf. the Joseph story (Ge 44:34). – She had now informed the king that she was cousin to Mordecai, and consequently a Jewess; and though her own life and that of Mordecai were no longer in danger, Haman being dead, yet the decree that had gone forth was in full force against the Jews; and if not repealed, their destruction would be inevitable. (ACC)
8:8 See 1:19; see also Introduction: Purpose, Themes and Literary Features. The dilemma is the same as the one that confronted Darius the Mede in Daniel (Da 6:8, 12, 15). The solution is to issue another decree that in effect counters the original decree of Haman without formally revoking it (see note on 9:2–3). (CSB)
8:9–13 The phraseology is taken from the parallel in 3:12–14. The extent of the destruction is the same as that earlier decreed against Amalek (see note on 3:13). (CSB)
8:9 twenty-third day … third month. In Xerxes’s 12th year, i.e., June 25, 474 b.c., two months and ten days after the proclamation of Haman’s edict (see note on 3:13). (CSB)
8:11 TO DESTROY AND KILL – The same words as in Haman’s decree: therefore the Jews had as much authority to slay their enemies, as their enemies had to slay them. – It is shocking to us that the decree authorized the killing of women and children.  But this decree was merely following the basic principle of Near Easter justice, which is also recognized in the Mosaic law, “an eye for an eye” (Deut 19:21).  This decree authorized the Jews to use the exact measures which Haman’s decree, recorded in chapter 4, had granted to their enemies.  Both sides in the conflict were now put on equal terms.  (PBC)
     WOMEN AND CHILDREN – This was the ordinary custom, to destroy the whole family of those convicted of great crimes; and whether this was right or wrong, it was the custom of the people, and according to the laws. Besides, as this edict was to give the Jews the same power against their enemies as they had by the former decree against them, and the women and children were there included; consequently they must be included here. (ACC)

8:12 thirteenth day … twelfth month. Mar. 7, 473 b.c. (see 3:13). Some 15 years after this first Purim, Ezra would lead his expedition to Jerusalem (Ezr 7:9). (CSB)
8:14–17 The phraseology is taken from 3:15–4:3. (CSB)
8:15 royal garments. Mordecai’s second investiture (see Introduction: Purpose, Themes and Literary Features; see also note on 6:10). (CSB)
8:17 BECAUSE OF FEAR OF THE JEWS – These were a species of converts not likely to bring much honor to true religion: but the sacred historian states the simple fact. They did profess Judaism for fear of the Jews, whether they continued steady in that faith or not. (ACC)
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