EZEKIEL

Chapter 2

Ezekiel’s Call 
He said to me, “Son of man, stand up on your feet and I will speak to you.” ﻿2﻿ As he spoke, the Spirit came into me and raised me to my feet, and I heard him speaking to me. ﻿3﻿ He said: “Son of man, I am sending you to the Israelites, to a rebellious nation that has rebelled against me; they and their fathers have been in revolt against me to this very day. ﻿4﻿ The people to whom I am sending you are obstinate and stubborn. Say to them, ‘This is what the Sovereign LORD says.’ ﻿5﻿ And whether they listen or fail to listen—for they are a rebellious house—they will know that a prophet has been among them. ﻿6﻿ And you, son of man, do not be afraid of them or their words. Do not be afraid, though briers and thorns are all around you and you live among scorpions. Do not be afraid of what they say or terrified by them, though they are a rebellious house. ﻿7﻿ You must speak my words to them, whether they listen or fail to listen, for they are rebellious. ﻿8﻿ But you, son of man, listen to what I say to you. Do not rebel like that rebellious house; open your mouth and eat what I give you.” ﻿9﻿ Then I looked, and I saw a hand stretched out to me. In it was a scroll, ﻿10﻿ which he unrolled before me. On both sides of it were written words of lament and mourning and woe. 

2:1-5 The Babylonians attacked and sacked Jerusalem several times before the final destruction of the city in 587 BC. In one of these earlier attacks, probably around 597 BC, Ezekiel was among the thousands of inhabitants taken as prisoner to be resettled in the land of Babylon. God appeared to him there and gave him a prophetic mission that extended for more than twenty years, to both the exiles in Babylon and to those who remained in Judah. God’s message through Ezekiel emphasized a call to repentance and faithfulness in the period before 587, a reminder of God’s continuing grace and the hope it brings for the future in the period after 587. (Concordia Pulpit Resources - Volume 22, Part 3)
The Text as Text: The Book of Ezekiel presents a wide range of textual difficulties. The text of the Septuagint, in particular, frequently omits phrases and preserves other readings at variance with the Masoretic tradition. However, the text of this passage is in relatively good condition. Of the number of phrases omitted by the Septuagint, only the omission at the beginning of v 4, “The descendants also are impudent and stubborn: I send you to them,” materially impacts the meaning of the passage. Even if the phrase is not original, it only makes explicit the idea implicit throughout the passage. In v 5, the Septuagint reads “whether they hear or fear” instead of the MT’s “whether they hear or refuse to hear.” The variant appears to have arisen by a mistaken reversal of two letters in the Hebrew text (reading dchl for the MT’s chdl). The context strongly suggests that the MT reading is to be preferred. (Concordia Pulpit Resources - Volume 22, Part 3)
While Ezekiel often presents problems for translators and readers, this section is relatively free of difficulties. Apart from syntax that is more characteristic of later Hebrew than that of the Pentateuch, for example, there are no major translation problems. (Concordia Pulpit Resources - Volume 22, Part 3)
The Text as Literature: This brief passage is the beginning of Ezekiel’s call. The entire call account encompasses the first three chapters of the book. It begins with the vision of God in ch 1 and extends through two subsequent divine speeches. In the first (2:1–3:15), God sends the prophet to speak to Israel, the rebellious house (2:5), whether they will hear or not. In the second (3:16–27), God encourages an apparently reluctant prophet by reminding him that, as watchman, his role is only to speak God’s message of warning. “Success” for the prophet is faithfulness to the task of preaching God’s Word; he is not responsible for whether or not the people hear and receive God’s Word. The phrase that ends the commissioning accounts, “He who will hear, let him hear; and he who will refuse to hear, let him refuse, for they are a rebellious house” (3:27), serves as the overall theme for both discourses. (Concordia Pulpit Resources - Volume 22, Part 3)
The account of the initial vision and commissioning of Ezekiel is the most extensive and complex of the various prophetic oracles that recount the sending of the prophet by God. As such, the closest biblical parallels are the call of Moses in Ex 3:1–4:17 and that of Isaiah in Is 6:1–8. As a literary genre, the passage is the report of an event. Though sometimes characterized as a narrative, it is not a “narrative,” properly speaking, since typical narrative elements such as character development and the buildup and resolution of conflict are missing. As noted above, the entire report of the first discourse extends to 3:15, and this entire report, if not the whole of chs 1–3, should be studied in preparation for the sermon to have a clear sense of the nature of the mission on which God sent the prophet. (Concordia Pulpit Resources - Volume 22, Part 3)
The Text as Theology: Throughout the call account, God emphasizes one central theological issue: the prophet is called to proclaim faithfully a message that Israel will not hear. The prophet is responsible for faithfully speaking God’s Word; he is not responsible for how the people receive that Word. The prophet is prepared for “failure,” measured in human terms, by the repeated emphasis on the rebelliousness of Israel, past and present. The central issue, from God’s perspective, is that by the faithful preaching of God’s Word, “whether they hear or refuse to hear (for they are a rebellious house) they will know that a prophet has been among them” (2:5). This theme is repeated in various ways in 2:7; 3:4–7; 3:9b, 11; 3:17–21; and 3:27. (Concordia Pulpit Resources - Volume 22, Part 3)
God prepares his prophet for this task, not only by the powerful vision of ch 1, but also by especially sending to him the Spirit (2:2; 3:12, 14, 24) and by giving him the Word (2:7–3:4; 3:10–11, 17, 27). It is upon these, not upon the acceptance of the people, that the prophet must depend. His task is to “go to the house of Israel and speak with my words to them” (3:4, italics mine). (Concordia Pulpit Resources - Volume 22, Part 3)
This leads us to the messianic trajectory of the passage. The mission of the prophet foreshadows the mission of Jesus. For Jesus also, success is not measured in human terms. Like Ezekiel, Jesus was rejected by the people of his own day, even by the people of his hometown (the Gospel), despite the fact that he received the Spirit at his Baptism and was the very Word of God Incarnate. Indeed, our salvation was accomplished by an act that appears, in human terms, to be a failure: the death of Jesus on the cross as a condemned and dishonored prisoner. (Concordia Pulpit Resources - Volume 22, Part 3)
For God’s messengers, the standards of success are not the standards of the world: acceptance by community, honor among peers, praise of the masses, and (especially here in America) accumulation of wealth. If we are to carry out faithfully our vocation as the Church of Christ in the world, we must understand that we are sent to “go . . . and speak with my words to them” (3:4) and learn with Paul (the Epistle) that, resting in the grace of God, we may rejoice in our weakness, through which the power of God is revealed (2 Cor 12:9–10). This makes the cross the perfect symbol of our faith, both because it was the means by which God accomplished our salvation and because it reminds us to rest in God’s grace and trust in God’s power alone as we speak his words to the world. (Concordia Pulpit Resources - Volume 22, Part 3)
2:1 Son of man. A term used 93 times in Ezekiel, emphasizing the prophet’s humanity as he was addressed by the transcendent God (see note on Ps 8:4). Da 7:13 and 8:17 are the only other places where the phrase is used as a title in the OT. Jesus’ frequent use of the phrase in referring to himself showed that he was the eschatological figure spoken of in Da 7:13 (see, e.g., Mk 8:31 and note). (CSB)
Perhaps this form of address was meant to teach Ezekiel something important.  Although the Lord was granting him special visions, although the Lord was giving him the privilege of transmitting God’s truth to His people, and although the Lord had picked him to fill the role of prophet-in-exile, Ezekiel was still a son of man.  He was just a human being, a sinful son of Adam.  It was not as priest or as pious man or as Israelite that Ezekiel was called to the be the Lord’s spokesman, but as a frail mortal who brought nothing but weakness to the task.  (PBC)

People in leadership positions, including leadership positions among God’ people, are in circumstances perfect for fostering pride.  Pride not only is a direct violation of God’s command to love, but gets in the way when people attempt to carry out service for God.  It builds barriers and makes God-pleasing interpersonal relationship extremely difficult.  (PBC)
      STAND - To raise up and take a firm stance which might suggest that you are going to stay at least until what is to take place has been accomplished. Ezekiel had been knocked to the ground by the glory of God (Ezekiel 1:28) This type of action also happens in the following verses:  (Concordia Pulpit Resources – Volume 13, Part 3)
Joshua 5:13-15 “Now when Joshua was near Jericho, he looked up and saw a man standing in front of him with a drawn sword in his hand. Joshua went up to him and asked, “Are you for us or for our enemies?” ﻿ “Neither,” he replied, “but as commander of the army of the LORD I have now come.” Then Joshua fell facedown to the ground in reverence, and asked him, “What message does my Lord ﻿﻿ have for his servant?” The commander of the LORD’s army replied, “Take off your sandals, for the place where you are standing is holy.” And Joshua did so.”

1 Kings 8:11 “And the priests could not perform their service because of the cloud, for the glory of the LORD filled his temple.”

Daniel 10:9-12 “then I heard him speaking, and as I listened to him, I fell into a deep sleep, my face to the ground. ﻿ A hand touched me and set me trembling on my hands and knees. He said, “Daniel, you who are highly esteemed, consider carefully the words I am about to speak to you, and stand up, for I have now been sent to you.” And when he said this to me, I stood up trembling. Then he continued, “Do not be afraid, Daniel. Since the first day that you set your mind to gain understanding and to humble yourself before your God, your words were heard, and I have come in response to them.”

Matthew 17:1-8 “After six days Jesus took with him Peter, James and John the brother of James, and led them up a high mountain by themselves. There he was transfigured before them. His face shone like the sun, and his clothes became as white as the light. Just then there appeared before them Moses and Elijah, talking with Jesus. Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be here. If you wish, I will put up three shelters—one for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah.” While he was still speaking, a bright cloud enveloped them, and a voice from the cloud said, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased. Listen to him!” When the disciples heard this, they fell facedown to the ground, terrified.  But Jesus came and touched them. “Get up,” he said. “Don’t be afraid.” When they looked up, they saw no one except Jesus.”

Acts 9:3-6 “As he neared Damascus on his journey, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. He fell to the ground and heard a voice say to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?” “Who are you, Lord?” Saul asked. “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,” he replied. “Now get up and go into the city, and you will be told what you must do.” 

2:2 the Spirit came into me and raised me to my feet. The Spirit of God, who empowered the chariot wheels (1:12, 19; 10:16–17) and the creatures (1:20), now entered Ezekiel—symbolizing the Lord’s empowering of the prophet’s entire ministry. (CSB)
Ezekiel, like us, cannot do anything without the help of the Spirit.  The explanation to the Third Article says it well, “I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord or come to Him, but the Holy Spirit has called me by the Gospel, enlightened me with His gifts, sanctified and kept me in the true faith…”  (Concordia Pulpit Resources – Volume 13, Part 3)

Since Ezekiel was a sinful son of man, he couldn’t on his own stand in the presence of God, nor could he properly receive orders from the Lord.  But the Lord made up for Ezekiel’s spiritual insufficiencies.  The Spirit stood him on his feet and made him ready to listen to the Lord. God is always the one who is responsible for making sinful humans into people who can stand in His presence.  He makes them into people who have the courage to receive orders from Him and to carry out those orders.  (PBC)

It might be our tendency to stay lying face down wit Ezekiel, overcome with awe, when we are led to experience the mercy and majesty of the Lord.  But the Lord doesn’t let His people just lie around and bask in His glory.  He has work for us to do.  He lets us view the rainbow of His grace, orders us to stand up and listen to Him, and then empowers us to do so.  (PBC)

2:3 I AM SENDING YOU  It means to appoint someone to a task that involves movement on the part of the person being sent. Examples of others being sent follow:

Genesis 12:1 “The LORD had said to Abram, “Leave your country, your people and your father’s household and go to the land I will show you.”

Exodus 3:10 “So now, go. I am sending you to Pharaoh to bring my people the Israelites out of Egypt.”

Judges 6:14 “The LORD turned to him and said, “Go in the strength you have and save Israel out of Midian’s hand. Am I not sending you?”

Isaiah 6:8 “Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?” And I said, “Here am I. Send me!” 

Acts 26:16 “Now get up and stand on your feet. I have appeared to you to appoint you as a servant and as a witness of what you have seen of me and what I will show you.”

      rebellious nation. A keynote of Ezekiel’s preaching: The entire nation throughout its history had been rebellious against God. (CSB)
This was a reference to a heathen, Gentile people.  This would have really shaken the Israelites up to be called this. 

Ezekiel was to take his message to people descended from Israel.  Because of God’s choice of their nation to produce the Savior these people had a special national relationship with God.  Most of them, nevertheless, had rebelled against the Lord.  They had insisted on following other gods.  They had insisted on disobeying God’s will.  This is why they were in exile.  But even their years in exile had not led most of them to repent of their rebellious ways.  In spite of their lack of inclination to repent and in spite of what appeared to be a lost cause, God still sent His prophet to these people.  (PBC)

Here we have an excellent view of the patient, long-suffering Lord.  He suffered the rejection of His people for a long time, but id didn’t hinder Him from trying to bring them to repentance.  Reminders of the Lord’s patient endurance help keep us from becoming frustrated when we don’t seem to be successful in reaching others with the Lord’s call to repentance.  (PBC)
2:4 TO WHOM I AM SENDING YOU ARE OBSTINATE AND STUBBORN – Ezekiel has a difficult task ahead of him.  They are called obstinate which means to be churlish, cruel, hard-hearted who cause much grief.  

      OBSRINATE – (ESV, impudent’): literally translates “hard of face(s)” or colloquially, “hard-headed.”  They refuse to let in that which is good for them.  (Concordia Pulpit Resources – Volume 13, Part 3)

      STUBBORN – Means “strong of heart.”  Here, however, the strength is not positive.  Rather, it equates to the pejorative “strong willed.”  They demand to do, and then indeed do that which they desire, not what God wills.  (Concordia Pulpit Resources – Volume 13, Part 3)

      SOVEREIGN LORD – (ESV, “Lord God”: Lord Yahweh is a common Hebrew construct.  The Jews refused to use the name of God, substituting Adonai.  Thus we are left with Adonia Adonai (Lord Lord).  The difficulty is minor, except that it contributes to a Reformed misunderstanding of God, following the Calvinist model of viewing Him according to His sovereignty.  (Concordia Pulpit Resources – Volume 13, Part 3)

2:5 A PROPHET HAS BEEN AMONG THEM To be a prophet in this case was to speak as an inspired man.  He was to speak the Word and not worry about whether they believed or not.  Jesus gives similar directions to his disciples in Matthew 10:7-14 “As you go, preach this message: ‘The kingdom of heaven is near.’ Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse those who have leprosy, drive out demons. Freely you have received, freely give.  Do not take along any gold or silver or copper in your belts; take no bag for the journey, or extra tunic, or sandals or a staff; for the worker is worth his keep. “Whatever town or village you enter, search for some worthy person there and stay at his house until you leave.  As you enter the home, give it your greeting.  If the home is deserving, let your peace rest on it; if it is not, let your peace return to you.  If anyone will not welcome you or listen to your words, shake the dust off your feet when you leave that home or town.”

Ezekiel was to disregard the people’s willingness or unwillingness to receive his message.  He was not to stop transmitting the Lord’s message even if they refused to listen to it.  Thus even the rejecters would have to admit that a prophet, a transmitter of the Lord’s message, had been at work among them, especially after Jerusalem fell as the prophet had said it would.  Transmitters of the Lord’s message always must make clear what they are saying is what the Sovereign Lord says.  We need to be ready to point to God’s written Word so people are aware we are not just giving them our opinions.  (PBC)

2:6 briers and thorns … scorpions. Vivid images of those who would make life difficult for the prophet. (CSB)
2:10 On both sides. Normally, ancient scrolls were written on one side only. The implication here is that the scroll was thoroughly saturated with words of divine judgment. See Zec 5:3 and Rev 5:1 for the same figure. (CSB)
        lament and mourning and woe. Although Ezekiel was later commanded to preach hope (see note on 33:1), his initial commission (until the fall of Jerusalem) was to declare God’s displeasure and the certainty of his judgment on Jerusalem and all of Judah. (CSB)
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