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PSALMS 

Chapter 15 
 
1 LORD, who may dwell in your sanctuary? Who may live on your holy hill? 
2 He whose walk is blameless and who does what is righteous, who speaks 
the truth from his heart 3 and has no slander on his tongue, who does his 
neighbor no wrong and casts no slur on his fellowman, 4 who despises a 
vile man but honors those who fear the LORD, who keeps his oath even 
when it hurts, 5 who lends his money without usury and does not accept a 
bribe against the innocent. He who does these things will never be shaken.  
 
Ps 15 Instruction to those who wish to have access to God at his temple (see 
24:3–6; Isa 33:14–16). See also introduction to Ps 14. (CSB) 
 

Many scholars think that Ps 15 was an entry prayer that reminded the Israelites of their 

need for holiness in God’s presence. Chemnitz: “He is not describing the cause of our 

justification or the means of apprehending righteousness, nor the form wherein our 

righteousness actually consists, but He is describing it by its fruits and who they are who 

have attained true righteousness and dwell in the church of God” (LTh 2:641). (TLSB) 

Format: V 1, Your holy hill; vv 2–5, a description of the worthy. (TLSB) 

 
Psalms 15-35 do not differ greatly from the preceding psalms, which dealt with 
the arrogance of the wicked and the suffering of God’s servants, but there is a 
distinct shift of emphasis.  Most of the following psalms place less emphasis on 
the misdeeds of the wicked and devote their attention primarily to the security 
and blessing of God’s people.  Psalm 15 contrasts the blameless saint who walks 
with God with the fool of Psalm 14.  This psalm is a more elaborate version of 
Hebrews 12:14: “Make every effort…to be holy; without holiness no one will see 
the Lord.”  Jesus likewise said, “Unless your righteousness surpasses that of the 
Pharisees and the teacher of the law, you will certainly not enter the kingdom of 
heaven” (Matthew 5:20).  (PBC) 
 
15:1 dwell … live on. Not as a priest but as God’s guest in his holy, royal house, 
the temple (see 23:6; 27:4–6; 61:4; 84:10; 2Sa 12:20). (CSB) 
 
Poses a daunting question: Who is worthy to enter and remain in God’s holy presence? 

(TLSB)  

 
        holy hill. See note on 2:6 (The site of the Jerusalem temple). (CSB) 
 
The tabernacle.  Later, God’s dwelling was the Jerusalem temple, built on Mount Zion. 

(TLSB) 
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15:2–5† Not only sacrifices or ritual purity (as among the religions of the ancient 
Near East) but moral behavior (as a response) is required of a worshiper of the 
God of Israel (see the basic covenantal law: Ex 20:1–17; see also Isa 1:10–17; 
33:14–16; 58:6–10; Jer 7:2–7; Eze 18:5–9; Hos 6:6; Am 5:14–15, 21–24; Mic 
6:6–8; Zec 7:9–10; 8:16–17). (CSB) 
 
15:2 blameless. See Ge 17:1 and note (Perhaps equivalent to “walk with me and 
be blameless” (see notes on 5:22; 6:8–9). After Abram’s and Sarai’s attempt to 
obtain the promised offspring by using a surrogate mother, God appeared to 
Abram. The Lord made it clear that, if Abram was to receive God’s promised and 
covenanted benefits, he must be God’s faithful and obedient servant. His faith 
must be accompanied by the “obedience that comes from faith”). (CSB) 
 
The emphasis on good works does not teach salvation by works any more than 
Christ, Paul, or James teach salvation by works when they stress the necessity 
of good works in the lives of God’s children.  Our works motivated by Christian 
love demonstrate the reality of our faith.  On Judgment Day Jesus will point to 
these works of love as evidence of our faith.  (PBC)  
 
This signifies completeness of moral conduct, that is to say, a many-sided, well 
rounded-out pattern of living which leaves no important area uncultivated.  
(Leupold 
) 
        righteous. See note on 1:5 (One of several terms in the OT for God’s 
people; it presents them as justified or declared righteous and hence living 
rightly. In every human relationship they faithfully fulfill the obligations that the 
relationship entails, remembering that power and authority (of whatever sort: 
domestic, social, political, economic, religious, intellectual) are to be used to 
bless, not to exploit.). (CSB) 
 
        heart. See note on 4:7 (In Biblical language the center of the human spirit, 
from which spring emotions, thought, motivations, courage and action—“the 
wellspring of life.). (CSB) 
 
Sincerity. This quality is necessary for one to approach God, for He can read the heart 

and is not swayed by appearances (1Sm 16:7; cf Lk 18:9–14). (TLSB) 
 
This expression looks at the root of the utterances heard: they emanate from the 
heart and do not lie superficially on the tongue.  (Leupold)  
 
15:3 The three vices listed in this verse contrast sharply with the three godly behaviors 

described in the preceding verse. (TLSB) 
 
        tongue. See note on 5:9 (The most frequent weapon used against the 
psalmists is the tongue (for a striking example see Ps 12; see also note on 10:7). 
The psalmists experienced that the tongue is as deadly as the sword (see 57:4; 
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64:3–4). Perhaps appeals to God against those who maliciously wield the tongue 
are frequent in the Psalms because only in God’s courtroom can a person 
experience redress for such attacks.). (CSB) 
 
15:4 those who fear the LORD. Those who honor God and order their lives in 
accordance with his will (see note on Ge 20:11 (CSB) 
 
A conventional phrase equivalent to “true religion.” “Fear” in this phrase has the 
sense of reverential trust in God that includes commitment to his revealed will 
(word).) because of their reverence for him. – If a man truly honors God, we 
cannot but honor him.  (PBC) 
 
        to his own hurt. The righteous promise to do something harmful to themselves for 

the good of others. Though the righteous despise a vile person, they still have mercy for 

others. (TLSB) 

 
15:5 usury. See note on Ex 22:25–27 (Interest for profit was not to be charged at 
the expense of the poor. Generosity in such matters was extended even further 
by Jesus (see Lk 6:34–35). (CSB) 
 
In contrast to the surrounding pagan cultures, where loans often led to enslavement (cf 

Mt 18:23–24), lending of money in ancient Israel was intended to help the poor (Ex 

22:25; Lv 25:35–37; Dt 23:19–20). The prophets repeatedly rail against any abuse of the 

poor and vulnerable. (TLSB) 
 
Literally, the Hebrew of this verse says, “Do not give out your money with a bite.”  
This suggests that this passage is directed against the charging of oppressive 
interest.  (PBC) 
 
        be shaken. See note on 10:6 (Disturb my well-being, unsettle my security.). 
(CSB) 
 
Ps 15 Sincerity and the righteous treatment of others, as taught in the Ten 

Commandments, are emphasized as the foundation to genuine worship. Sad to say, there 

are times that we come to worship God in an unworthy manner. E.g., we may remain 

unreconciled with others or persist in behaviors we know to be wrong. As God’s true 

temple and the mercy seat where full forgiveness is freely given, our Lord Jesus Christ 

still calls us unto Himself. Through His grace, we are made right with God and counted 

worthy to stand before the Father’s throne. • Almighty God, grant that all our worship 

and life may be acceptable in Your sight; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. (TLSB) 


