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PSALMS 

Chapter 5 
 
1 Give ear to my words, O LORD, consider my sighing. 2 Listen to my cry for 
help, my King and my God, for to you I pray. 3 In the morning, O LORD, you 
hear my voice; in the morning I lay my requests before you and wait in 
expectation. 4 You are not a God who takes pleasure in evil; with you the 
wicked cannot dwell. 5 The arrogant cannot stand in your presence; you 
hate all who do wrong. 6 You destroy those who tell lies; bloodthirsty and 
deceitful men the LORD abhors. 7 But I, by your great mercy, will come into 
your house; in reverence will I bow down toward your holy temple. 8 Lead 
me, O LORD, in your righteousness because of my enemies— make 
straight your way before me. 9 Not a word from their mouth can be trusted; 
their heart is filled with destruction. Their throat is an open grave; with their 
tongue they speak deceit. 10 Declare them guilty, O God! Let their intrigues 
be their downfall. Banish them for their many sins, for they have rebelled 
against you. 11 But let all who take refuge in you be glad; let them ever sing 
for joy. Spread your protection over them, that those who love your name 
may rejoice in you. 12 For surely, O LORD, you bless the righteous; you 
surround them with your favor as with a shield.  
 
Ps 5 This morning prayer, perhaps offered at the time of the morning sacrifice, is 
the psalmist’s cry for help when his enemies spread malicious lies to destroy him. 
(CSB) 
 
This psalm may also be from the time of Absalom’s rebellion when David’s 
enemies spread vicious lies to discredit him.  The first half of the psalm declares 
that the godly have access to the Lord in prayer, but the wicked are excluded 
from his presence.  (PBC) 
 
Format: Vv 1–3, prayer and sacrifice; vv 4–6, God’s hate; vv 7–8, God’s love; vv 9–10, 

prayer against enemies; vv 11–12, bless the righteous. (TLSB) 
 
5 title For the director of music. See note on Ps 4 title. (CSB) 
 
      flutes. The Hebrew for this word occurs only here; meaning uncertain. (CSB) 
 
5:1–3 Initial appeal to be heard. (CSB) 
 
Because we are God’s children through faith in Christ Jesus, we can come 
before him with all boldness and confidence as dear children come to their loving 
father.  God’s gospel tells us God loves sinners. (PBC)  
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This initial plea is marked by a certain sense of urgency, which is in the spirit of 
the reminder that “the effective fervent prayer of the righteous man availeth 
much.”  (Leupold) 
 
5:2 King. See Introduction: Theology. (CSB) 
 
King David acknowledges Yahweh as King of kings. (TLSB) 
 
5:3 IN THE MORNING – As soon as the dawn breaks, his first task shall be to 
offer up his prayers.  (Leupold) 
 
Prayer is the most important part of the day. In other words, the day will start, be filled, 

and end with prayer.  (TLSB) 

 
      LAY MY REQUESTS – The word used to express this though is borrowed 
from the terminology of sacrifice, having as it object such things as the wood of 
offerings or the offerings themselves.  (Leupold) 
 
      EXPECTATION – ESV has “watch.”  Wait in expectation. (TLSB) 
 
5:4–6 An appeal to the righteousness of God’s rule over mankind. (CSB) 
 
5:5 The arrogant. See note on 31:23 (Those who refuse to live in humble 
reliance on the Lord. They arrogantly try to make their way in the world either as 
a law to themselves (see, e.g., v. 18; 10:2–11; 73:6; 94:2–7; Dt 8:14; Isa 2:17; 
Eze 28:2, 5; Hos 13:6) or by relying on false gods (see Jer 13:9–10). Hence “the 
proud” is often equivalent to “the wicked.”). (CSB) 
 
It must be noted that all the thoughts that are expressed in reference to the 
wicked are not as yet prayers spoken against them but primarily an expression of 
confidence that the Lord will deal with all such after a given pattern, and that one 
and the same lot awaits them all.  (Leupold)  
 
      HATE – Chemnitz: “God hates sin and is exceedingly angry not only at the original 

fall into sin but at our actual sins.… It cannot be said that God is the will which causes 

anyone to sin” (LTh 1:191, 218). If God did not hate evil, His love would not be holy and 

just. Melanchthon: “He has poured out His great wrath against sin upon His Son who was 

put to death for us and paid our penalty. By the intercession of this payment we are 

received” (Chem, LTh 2:657). (TLSB) 
 
5:7–8 The psalmist presents his plea to the Lord in humble reverence (v. 7), 
trusting in the Lord’s great mercy (v. 7) and righteousness (v. 8). (CSB) 
 
5:7 great mercy. See note on 6:4 (The Hebrew for this phrase denotes 
befriending. Appeal to God’s “(unfailing) love, kindness, mercy” is frequent in the 
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OT since it summarizes all that the Lord covenanted to show to Israel (see Dt 
7:9, 12) as well as to David and his dynasty.). (CSB) 
 
      HOLY TEMPLE – The tabernacle or the heavenly temple, where God and human 

beings will dwell together. The great temple of Jerusalem was built by Solomon after his 

father David’s death. (TLSB) 
 
5:8 Lead me. As a shepherd (see 23:3). (CSB) 
 
      righteousness. See note on 4:1 (Very often the “righteousness” of God in the 
Psalms (and frequently elsewhere in the OT) refers to the faithfulness with which 
he acts. This faithfulness is in full accordance with his commitments (both 
expressed and implied) to his people and with his status as the divine King—to 
whom the powerless may look for protection, the oppressed for redress and the 
needy for help.). (CSB) 
 
      make straight your way. May the way down which you lead me be straight, 
level and smooth, free from obstacles and temptations. The psalmist prays that 
God will so direct him that his enemies will have no grounds for their malicious 
accusations (see 25:4; 27:11; 139:24; 143:8–10). (CSB) 
 
To offer protection and guidance on the path of life. (TLSB) 
 
God’s own have this confidence in him, that they are always being led along a 
path of God’s choosing and not without plan or purpose.  But so fully is God in 
control of every situation that he not only is the one that determines the road that 
is to be taken but is capable also of making it that road – life’s pathway – level or 
straight if it would seem that the going is about to be somewhat difficult.  
(Leupold) 
 
5:9–10 Accusation (a common element in the prayers of the Psalter) and call for 
redress. (CSB) 
 
5:9 word from their mouth. The most frequent weapon used against the psalmists 
is the tongue (for a striking example see Ps 12; see also note on 10:7 [The three 
most common weapons of the tongue in Israel’s experience (see note on 5:9). 
curses.† Many ancient Near Eastern peoples thought that by pronouncing curses 
on someone they could bring down the power of the gods (or other mysterious 
powers) on that person. They had a large conventional stock of such curses. lies. 
Slander and false testimony for malicious purposes (see, e.g., 1Ki 21:8–15).]). 
The psalmists experienced that the tongue is as deadly as the sword (see 57:4; 
64:3–4). Perhaps appeals to God against those who maliciously wield the tongue 
are frequent in the Psalms because only in God’s courtroom can a person 
experience redress for such attacks. (CSB) 
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      heart. See note on 4:7 (In Biblical language the center of the human spirit, 
from which spring emotions, thought, motivations, courage and action—“the 
wellspring of life”). (CSB) 
 
One’s physical and emotional core. (TLSB) 
 
      throat … grave. See note on 49:14 (For the imagery of death (or the grave) 
as an insatiable monster feeding on its victims.). (CSB) 
 
Devoid of life. (TLSB) 
 
      they speak deceit. For the plots and intrigues of enemies, usually involving 
lies to discredit the king and bring him down, see Ps 17; 25; 27–28; 31; 35; 41; 
52; 54–57; 59; 63–64; 71; 86; 109; 140–141—all ascribed to David. Frequently 
such attacks came when the king was “low” and seemingly abandoned by God 
(as in Ps 25; 35; 41; 71; 86; 109). In that case he was viewed as no longer fit to 
be king—God was no longer with him (and so he could no longer secure the 
safety of the nation; see 1Sa 8:20; 11:12; 12:12; 25:28; 2Sa 3:18; 7:9–11). In any 
event, he was an easy prey (see 3:2; 22:7–8; 71:11). See note on 86:17. See 
also Paul’s use of this verse in Ro 3:13. (CSB) 
 
5:10 The presence of so-called “imprecations” (curses) in the Psalms has 
occasioned endless discussion and has caused many Christians to wince, in 
view of Jesus’ instructions to turn the other cheek and to pray for one’s enemies 
(see Mt 5:39, 44), and his own example on the cross (see Lk 23:34). Actually, 
these “imprecations” are not that at all; rather, they are appeals to God to redress 
wrongs perpetrated against the psalmists by imposing penalties commensurate 
with the violence done (see 28:4)—in accordance also with normal judicial 
procedure in human courts (see Dt 25:1–3). The psalmists knew that he who has 
been wronged is not to right that wrong by his own hand but is to leave redress to 
the Lord, who says, “It is mine to avenge; I will repay” (Dt 32:35; see Pr 20:22; 
Ro 12:19). Therefore they appeal their cases to the divine Judge (see Jer 15:15). 
(CSB) 
 
        Banish them. From God’s presence, thus from the source of blessing and 
life (see Ge 3:23). (CSB) 
 
God will not leave their sins unpunished if they do not repent.  (PBC) 
 
        rebelled against you. By their attacks on the psalmist. (CSB) 
 
5:11 The psalmist expands his prayer to include all the godly (see note on 3:8 [A 
common feature in the prayers of the Psalter is a concluding expression of 
confidence that the prayer will be or has been heard (as in 6:8–10; 7:10–17; 
10:16–18; 12:7; 13:5–6 and often elsewhere.]). (CSB) 
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        spread Your protection. “He daily preserves and defends us against all evil and 

misfortune” (LC II 17). (TLSB) 

 
        your name. The name of the Lord is the manifestation of his character (see 
notes on Ex 3:14–15 [3:14 I AM WHO I AM. The name by which God wished to be 
known and worshiped in Israel—the name that expressed his character as the 
dependable and faithful God who desires the full trust of his people (see v. 12, 
where “I will be” is completed by “with you”; see also 34:5–7). I AM. The 
shortened form of the name is perhaps found also in Ps 50:21 (see NIV text note 
there). Jesus applied the phrase to himself; in so doing he claimed to be God and 
risked being stoned for blasphemy (see Jn 8:58–59). (CSB) 
 
His name, made known through His deeds and Word, evokes love and causes joy. 

(TLSB) 
 
Note from 3:15 The LORD. The Hebrew for this name is Yahweh (often 
incorrectly spelled “Jehovah”; see note on Dt 28:58). It means “He is” or “He will 
be” and is the third-person form of the verb translated “I will be” in v. 12 and “I 
AM” in v. 14. When God speaks of himself he says, “I AM,” and when we speak of 
him we say, “He is.”]; 34:6–7). It has no separate existence apart from the Lord, 
but is synonymous with the Lord himself in his gracious manifestation and 
accessibility to his people. Hence the Jerusalem temple is the earthly residence 
of his name among his people (see 74:7; Dt 12:5, 11; 2Sa 7:13), and his people 
can pray to him by calling on his name (see 79:6; 80:18; 99:6; 105:1; 116:4, 13, 
17). The name of the Lord protects (see 20:1; Pr 18:10); the Lord saves by his 
name (see 54:1); and his saving acts testify that his name is near (see 52:9). 
Accordingly, the godly “trust in” his name (20:7; 33:21), hope in his name (see 
52:9), “sing praise” to his name (7:17; 9:2; 18:49) and “rejoice in” his name 
(89:16). Both the “love” and the “fear” that belong alone to God are similarly 
directed toward his name (love: 69:36; 119:132; fear: 61:5; 86:11; 102:15). (CSB) 
 
5:12 See note on 3:8 (The psalmists stood before God, the royal King, as his 
servants responsible for the well-being of his people.). (CSB) 
 
        righteous. See note on 1:5 (One of several terms in the OT for God’s 
people; it presents them as justified or declared righteous and hence living 
rightly. In every human relationship they faithfully fulfill the obligations that the 
relationship entails, remembering that power and authority (of whatever sort: 
domestic, social, political, economic, religious, intellectual) are to be used to 
bless, not to exploit.). (CSB) 
 

 Ps 5 Boasting and deceit inevitably lead to destruction. David’s petition reveals that God 

leads us out of such sins and covers us with His favor. God declares us righteous and thus 

covers us with His favor through faith in Christ’s atoning sacrifice for all of our sins. • 

Keep us ever mindful of this great gift of righteousness by faith alone, O Lord. Through 
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Word and Sacrament, cover us and remind us of Your constant and protective favor. 

Amen. (TLSB) 
 

 

 

 

 


