ROMANS

Chapter 5

Peace and Joy 

Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we  have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, ﻿2﻿ through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now stand. And we rejoice in the hope of the glory of God. ﻿3﻿ Not only so, but we﻿ also rejoice in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance; ﻿4﻿ perseverance, character; and character, hope. ﻿5﻿ And hope does not disappoint us, because God has poured out his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom he has given us. ﻿6﻿ You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. ﻿7﻿ Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous man, though for a good man someone might possibly dare to die. ﻿8﻿ But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. ﻿9﻿ Since we have now been justified by his blood, how much more shall we be saved from God’s wrath through him! ﻿10﻿ For if, when we were God’s enemies, we were reconciled to him through the death of his Son, how much more, having been reconciled, shall we be saved through his life! ﻿11﻿ Not only is this so, but we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation. 

Luther: “In chapter 5 [Paul] comes to the fruits and works of faith, such as peace, joy, love to God and to every man, as well as confidence, assurance, boldness, courage, and hope amid tribulation and suffering. For all this follows, if faith be true, because of the superabundant goodness that God shows us in Christ, causing Christ to die for us before we could ask it of him, indeed, while we were still enemies. Thus we have it that faith justifies without any works; and yet it does not follow that men are therefore to do no good works, but rather that the genuine works will not be lacking. Of these the work-righteous saints know nothing. They dream up works of their own in which there is no peace, joy, confidence, love, hope, boldness, or any of the qualities of true Christian work and faith. (TLSB)
“After this he digresses and makes a pleasant excursion, telling whence come sin and righteousness, death and life, and comparing Adam and Christ. He means to say that Christ had to come as a second Adam bequeathing his righteousness to us through a new spiritual birth in faith, just as the first Adam bequeathed sin to us through the old fleshly birth. Thus he declares and proves that no one by his own works can raise himself out of sin into righteousness, any more than he can prevent the birth of his own body. This is proved also by the fact that the divine law—which ought to assist toward righteousness, if anything can—has not only not helped, but has even increased sin. For the more the law forbids, the more our evil nature hates the law, and the more it wants to give reign to its own lust. Thus the law makes Christ all the more necessary, and more grace is needed to help our nature” (AE 35:374–75). (TLSB)
5:1-11 The burden of our text and our message is to relate the peace of Christ to the conflicts within us and the afflictions we face during this life. Though peace with God has been established by Christ, the bitter conflict between flesh and spirit within us remains, and we experience trials and tribulations in this fallen world. Yet Paul argues that even the most distressing troubles cannot destroy the peace brought about by God’s justification of the sinner. Fear has been dispelled, rebellion muted, and reconciliation with God accomplished. This is the basis for Christian hope. (Concordia Pulpit Resources - Volume 1, Part 2)
This section in Romans 5 is closely related to what Paul develops further in chapter 8: the power and significance of God’s grace by which we are justified before God through Christ’s death, resurrection, and ascension. The love of God is emphasized throughout. (Concordia Pulpit Resources - Volume 1, Part 2)
5:1 HAVE BEEN JUSTIFIED – dikaiothentez – This is an aorist which is forensic and passive, making it clear that by a past decisive act of God those who have faith in Christ have been justified, that is declared righteous. With this on word everything that was said in 3:21 to 4:25 is applied to all believers, including Paul and the Roman Christians.  All that follows is the result of this new status before God.  (Concordia Pulpit Resources – Volume 8, Part 3) 
Not by works; summary of chs 1–4. (TLSB)
      peace with God. Not merely a subjective feeling (peace of mind) but primarily an objective status, a new relationship with God: Once we were his enemies, but now we are his friends (see v. 10; Eph 2:16; Col 1:21–22). (CSB)
Justification does not merely mean escaping punishment; we are now in a positive relationship with God. Luther: “Note how the apostle places this spiritual peace only after righteousness has preceded it. For first he says, ‘since we have been justified … by faith,’ and then ‘we have peace’ ” (AE 25:285). “Spiritually inexperienced people despise this teaching. However, God-fearing and anxious consciences find by experience that it brings the greatest consolation” (AC XX 15). (TLSB)
Peace (v 1): We can look at Romans 5:1 as a counterpart to the Father’s welcome of the prodigal son in Luke 15. Both passages highlight God’s amazing clemency as he welcomes back the contrite man of faith in peace. Where there is the peace ( eirēnē, shalom) of Christ, there is access to God. Things are as they should be. The peace that Paul presents is not just a mental attitude but a reality, a factual, objective relationship between God and us sinners. Through Christ we become the opposite of what we are by nature: righteous and justified. (Concordia Pulpit Resources - Volume 1, Part 2)
eirana – This is more than the cessation of hostilities.  Both in OT and NT signifies a soundness, wholeness and health.  It was this peace that was laid upon the people in the Aaronic blessing in Numbers 6:26).  Jesus was called the Prince of Peace in Is. 9:6; Mt. 9:5 and Lk. 2:14. (Concordia Pulpit Resources – Volume 8, Part 3) 

THROUGH OUR LORD - Reconciliation through Christ: A frequent construction in our text is dia with the genitive, meaning “through (Christ)” (vv 1, 2, 9, 10, and twice in 11; v 5 uses the same construction to refer to the work of the Holy Spirit). This construction stresses the mediation of Christ and his present influence as risen Lord. Only through Christ, not through some other human or saintly intermediary, do we have access and reconciliation to God. Jesus alone brings us into the divine presence. (Concordia Pulpit Resources - Volume 1, Part 2)
5:2-5 Hope (vv 2–5): Hope ( elpis, vv 2, 4, 5), the great Christian virtue, is also emphasized in our text. This hope stems from the promise of the glory of God (v 2). Martin Franzmann1 says that the Christian “sees the present as the stairway to future glory and resolutely climbs the stairs one by one by the light that falls on them from the opened door at the head of the stairs.” Hope derives from dependence on God’s grace regardless of what comes to us in life. That grace is sure because it depends on God’s love for us in Christ, not on our love of him. (Concordia Pulpit Resources - Volume 1, Part 2)
5:2-4  A man named Parnell Baily toured an orange grove once where an irrigation pump had broken.  The season was dry and some of the trees were dying because they lacked water.  The man giving the tour then took Baily to his own orchard where irrigation was used sparingly. (CSB)
5:2 access. Jesus ushers us into the presence of God. The heavy curtain (of the temple) that separated man from God and God from man has been removed (see note on Mt 27:51). (CSB)
      GRACE WE NOW STAND – Grace is not a one-time gift; we live in it eternally. John Chrysostom: “If then He has brought us near to Himself, when we were far off, much more will He keep us now that we are near” (NPNF 1 11:396). (TLSB)
    hope of the glory of God. The Christian’s confidence that the purpose for which God created him will be ultimately realized (see note on 3:23). (CSB)
The promise of eternal life in heaven. “St. Paul … credits the beginning, middle, and end to faith alone” (FC SD IV 34). (TLSB)

elpis which is a primary word (to anticipate, usually with pleasure); expectation (abstract or concrete) or confidence:—faith, hope. (QV)

      WE NOW STAND – The verb is in the perfect tense, meaning “in which we have stood, now stand, and will continue to stand.  (Concordia Pulpit Resources – Volume 13, Part 2) 

5:3-5  Paul is not listing virtues that his readers will achieve by their own will. These are effects of the Holy Spirit’s work in Christian lives. As God helps us through suffering, He teaches endurance, He develops character in us, and He gives us hope. Suffering is transformed by our relationship with God. (TLSB)

5:3 rejoice in our sufferings. Not “because of” but “in.” Paul does not advocate a morbid view of life but a joyous and triumphant one. (CSB)
Suffering cannot steal the peace Christ brings. Christians do not rejoice in suffering per se, but they realize that God can produce good things through suffering. (TLSB)
Even tribulations are understood by the believer not as manifestations of divine wrath, but rather as occasions for rejoicing and boasting in Christ (v 3). We rejoice in suffering since we have insight into its purpose and significance. God uses it to build perseverance, character, and hope. In spite of whatever present suffering we endure, we keep in mind the promised consummation of history and know that God is in control. (Concordia Pulpit Resources - Volume 1, Part 2)
Glorying in suffering does not deny or exclude pain as a reality. Occasionally, even despondency may occur, but pain and despondency will be overcome as God leads us toward glory. We rejoice in our troubles because of the assurance of God’s grace and his certain promise of future glory. Tribulations are inevitable for the believer (cf. Acts 14:22; Rev 7:14). But tribulations do not change the objective love and grace of God, so we glory also in them as we glory in the peace of God. Though we often cannot know the meaning of the tribulation in which we stand, we know that God knows, and we trust him. The love of God is poured out in our hearts through the Holy Spirit, giving us a hope which will not be put to shame (v 5). (Concordia Pulpit Resources - Volume 1, Part 2)
      SUFERING PRODUCES PERSEVERANCE – hpomona – This is a noble Greek word that represents a combination of manliness and patience, a brave patience, which willingly remains under the a load of affliction without faltering or complaint. (Concordia Pulpit Resources – Volume 8, Part 3) 

From cheerful (or hopeful) endurance, constancy:—enduring, patience, patient continuance (waiting).  (QV)  

That resilient and athletic temper which is so sure of the future that it can live of the future and bear manfully the pressure of the present.  (Franzmann)
5:4 A Christian can rejoice in suffering because he knows that it is not meaningless. Part of God’s purpose is to produce character in his children. (CSB)
      PERSEVERANCE, CHARACTER – dokimaz – This verb was used with reference to testing the genuineness and the weight of coins to determine whether or not they met the established standards and requirement. By means of suffering and perseverance, God tests and changes raw recruits into tempered veterans.  (Concordia Pulpit Resources – Volume 8, Part 3) 

5:5 hope does not disappoint us. The believer’s hope is not to be equated with unfounded optimism. On the contrary, it is the blessed assurance of our future destiny and is based on God’s love, which is revealed to us by the Holy Spirit and objectively demonstrated to us in the death of Christ. Paul has moved from faith (v. 1) to hope (vv. 2, 4–5) to love (v. 5; see 1Co 13:13; see also note on 1Th 1:3). (CSB)
This is what Christians harbor in their hearts as a result of the love of God in Christ, a hope that is made stronger by suffering and the resultant perseverance and character. (Concordia Pulpit Resources – Volume 8, Part 3) 

By being false. (TLSB)
      has poured out.† Through the Holy Spirit God has poured out his love in our hearts, and his love for us continues to dwell in us. (CSB)
An abundance of love. (TLSB)
      Holy Spirit … given to us. The indwelling Holy Spirit shows that our hope is not misplaced. (TLSB)

5:6-8 God’s love proven by Christ’s death (vv 6–8): At God’s chosen time ( kairos) that we could not do for ourselves, Christ did for us by his death: he reconciled us to God. We could not redeem ourselves for, as the heaping up of descriptive terms demonstrates, we were powerless (literally, “weak”) and ungodly (v 6), sinners (v 8), and enemies of God (v 10). Paul concedes that for a good man some noble person might give his life. But Jesus gave his life for sinners—despite and even because of their sin—since no other deliverance was possible for them. The uniqueness of Christ’s sacrifice is contrasted with the noblest sacrifice of other humans. (Concordia Pulpit Resources - Volume 1, Part 2)

5:6 the right time. The appointed moment in God’s redemptive plan (Mk 1:15; Gal 4:4). (CSB)
We can enumerate some of the providences which helped to open the way for the gospel such as the 

· vast extent of the Roman Empire, 

· the spread of the Greek language, 

· the facility of travel throughout the empire, 

· the extensive diaspora of the Jews, 

· its many proselytes from Gentilism, etc.  

All of these aided the spread of the gospel.  What God saw and regarded as the fullness of the time in the spiritual condition of men, barbarian as well as Greek, is to difficult for us to predicate because His thoughts and judgments are too unsearchable for us. (Lenski)

Romans 5:6, “You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly.”

2 Peter 3:8,9, “But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: With the Lord a day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years are like a day. ﻿9﻿ The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.”

Romans 11:33-36, “﻿33﻿ Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and  knowledge of God! How unsearchable his judgments, and his paths beyond tracing out! ﻿34﻿ “Who has known the mind of the Lord? Or who has been his counselor?” ﻿﻿35﻿ “Who has ever given to God, that God should repay him?” ﻿﻿36﻿ For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be the glory forever! Amen.” 

      POWERLESS – Greek term describes someone afflicted with illness, one who is completely powerless. (TLSB)
      right time. The perfect timing, known by God. (TLSB)
      Christ died for the ungodly. Christ’s love is grounded in God’s free grace and is not the result of any inherent worthiness found in its objects (mankind). In fact, it is lavished on us in spite of our undesirable character. (CSB)
This designates the moral unworthiness and the impotence of mankind.  Our problem was and is sin, and we were/are utterly incapable of coping with it. (Stoeckhardt)
Romans 7:18, “I know that nothing good lives in me, that is, in my sinful nature. ﻿ For I have the desire to do what is good, but I cannot carry it out.”

5:7-8 Humans are reluctant to sacrifice for others. A few people might die for one who seemed particularly righteous or for one who had done them some good, but these are rare occurrences. Christ died, not for righteous people or for those who had helped Him, but for sinners. This is grace. (TLSB)
5:7 righteous man … good man. We were neither righteous nor good, but sinners, when Christ died for us (see v. 8; 3:10–12). – The former means the just man who rarely benefits anyone whereas the good man does good things for other people and therefore someone might dare to die in his stead if the need arises.  We were neither righteous nor good. (CSB)
The righteous man is just, upright and honest.  A good man is not only just, but kind and compassionate, and governed by love to God and men.  (Concordia Bible)

Human love generally doesn’t extend to the point of a person’s dying for his neighbor.  What doesn’t happen among people, God did.  (PBC)

Naturally, the apostle only speaks of what is righteous and good in the natural sphere, of civil righteousness, in spite of which man remains before God what he is by nature, an ungodly person.  (Stoeckhardt)

5:8 GOD DEMONSTRATES HIS OWN LOVE – With humans love succeeds, but only in unusual cases.  That is the unique, incomparable love of God.  It transcends all thought. Even the unjust are not beyond the reach of his bounty.
But God has documented His love in an act that lies on another plane Altogether.  Christ died for us while we were yet sinners, still men in revolt against God, still holding in wild contempt the high majesty of the God who all the while invited our worship and thanksgiving (Rom. 1:19-21). (Franzmann)

The Greek language had a number of verbs to differentiate, to some extent at least, between varying levels of affection and attachment. It is important to realize that the word used here for God’s love is agape, the term indicating a one-way, unreciprocated love coming entirely from God. There are no endearing qualities in rebellious humanity that moved or influenced God. It wasn’t like in human friendship where both parties bring endearing qualities to the relationship so that a mutual affection develops. No, in the situation Paul is describing, all the good things originate on God’s side of the relationship.  (PBC)
Christ came when we were powerless.  Even if we had wanted him to come, which was not the case, we couldn’t have anything positive to bring it about.  But the infinitely worse situation was that by nature we didn’t want anything to do with God and His promised Savior, because we were ungodly.  And yet, for such ungodly people as us, the Father sent his Son to die.  That’s one-way love, the kind one can hardly find even the faintest approximation of in the human experience. (PBC)
God gave His Son, Christ Himself, into death for such who were sinful and wicked, who possessed no moral qualities and were not worthy of any love – nothing being lost has had they been damned.  That is the unique, incomparable love of God.  It transcends all thought.  It surpasses by far all human demonstration and thoughts of love.  (Stoeckhardt)

We caused the rift in our relationship with God. We had rebelled and declared war. We declared our independence from out King as we walked away from Hid love.  Our actions, hostility, and estrangement made reconciliation necessary. Yet, nothing we could do could make reconciliation possible.  (LL)

God alone brought this peace, this reconciliation, through our Lord Jesus Christ.  We did not have to agree to it before it became effective.  The peace treaty is not bilateral, but unilateral. We declared war on God and His kingdom.  But God has declared peace with sinners because of Christ’s work for us.  (LL)
Isaiah 53:5, “But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are healed.”

1 Timothy 1:15, “Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners—of whom I am the worst.”

1 John 3:1, “How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God! And that is what we are! The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him.”

5:9-11 Reconciliation to God (vv 9–11): The believer, seeing Christ’s sacrifice and its benefits for himself, knows with unquenchable certainty the love of God. God’s love has been actively demonstrated: Jesus’ blood is the means of our reconciliation to God (v 9). That blood assures the sinner’s salvation. Our text describes the gracious act of God in Christ by two terms. The sinner is now justified (v 9); the terms of God’s law and justice have been met by Christ. The sinner is also now reconciled (vv 10–11); reconciliation describes grace in terms of interpersonal relationships. (Concordia Pulpit Resources - Volume 1, Part 2)
5:9 by his blood. By laying down his life as a sacrifice—a reference to Christ’s death for our sins (see 3:25). (CSB)
Our redemption required Christ’s sacrifice. (TLSB)
      God’s wrath. The final judgment, as the verb “shall be saved” makes clear (cf. 1Th 1:9–10). (CSB)
We may experience the temporal consequence of sin, but the justified never experience God’s wrath in eternity. (TLSB)
Romans 5:1, “Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.”

5:10 God’s enemies.† The hostility between God and man must be removed if reconciliation is to be accomplished. God brought this about through the death of his Son (see v. 11; Col 1:21–22). (CSB)
Candid assessment of sin. We were completely opposed to God. (TLSB)
      reconciled. To reconcile is “to put an end to hostility,” and is closely related to the term “justify,” as the parallelism in vv. 9–10 indicates: (CSB)
	v. 9
	v. 10

	Justified
	Reconciled

	by his blood
	through the death of his Son

	shall we be saved
	shall we be saved


A personal, loving relationship between God and humans has been restored by Christ. (TLSB)
The following points help to further explain reconciliation:

· It is an act of God that is not natural or automatic.  The problem with which it deals is a hostility so deep and settled that it would persist indefinitely unless drastic action were taken.

· It has as its chief object man.  In his ignorance man either disregards Gods or fears him.  We are cut off from God and he knows it.

· It declares that people who were hostile and alienated are so no longer.

· There is the most intimate connection between our experience of reconciliation and the fact of Christ’s death.

· It declares the magnitude of their own sin and the inexhaustible richness of God’s love. (IB)
From Kittel we have the following:

· In the NT only Paul uses the word in and God relationships.

· It is not reciprocal in the sense that both equally become friends.

· There is a change not merely in the disposition of man or his legal relationship to God, but in the total state of his life.

· The love of God has become a present and active reality.

· Men are made active in this work.

· Reconciliation of the world is not finished.

Reconciliation is not an especially important word in the cultic vocabulary of Greek religion or Judaism, though it is used from time to time of man’s relationship to God.  The word appears to belong especially neither to cultic not legal technical terminology, but rather to the sphere of personal relationships.  The noun and the verb appear here in Romans 5:10-11 in the context of God’s love.  God so loved the world that He makes sinful enemies His friends (Jn 3:16; 15:15).  God’s justification involves a real self-engagement to the sinner on His part.  It is not a matter of a dispassionate judge handing down a verdict.  God is a waiting father, eager to be reconciled (Lk 15:20).  Christ is loving bridegroom, eager for his bride to be brought into communion with himself. 
Restates v 6, emphasizing that natural human beings are not just powerless and ungodly; they are enemies of God. In light of this, reconciliation is an immense and miraculous achievement by Christ. Paul implies that the forensic justification and reconciliation of sinners was the most difficult part of Christ’s work. Now that Christ has already accomplished this by his death, we are to rest assured that it easily follows that we will be saved from God’s anger on the future day of judgment (v 9). If we have been reconciled to God by Christ’s death, then how much more shall we be saved now that he lives again (v 10)! Our risen and living Lord serves as a constant reminder of our future salvation. (Concordia Pulpit Resources - Volume 1, Part 2)
2 Corinthians 5:18-19, “﻿18﻿ All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: ﻿19﻿ that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting men’s sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation.”

Colossians 1:20, “and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed on the cross.”

      saved through his life. A reference to the unending life and ministry of the resurrected Christ for his people (see Heb 7:25). Since we were reconciled when we were God’s enemies, we will be saved because Christ lives to keep us. (CSB)
Christ’s resurrection brings salvation. (TLSB)

Christ has earned for us a share in his resurrection glory. Instead of being afraid of God, the believer can now exult as he or she thinks of God (v 11). No suffering can rob our lives of meaning or sever our relationship with God, for reconciliation is a fait accompli through Jesus Christ. (Concordia Pulpit Resources - Volume 1, Part 2)
5:11 Christians pondering what they have received through Christ’s death and resurrection will respond in worship and praise. (TLSB)
        we have now received reconciliation. Reconciliation, like justification (v. 1), is a present reality for Christians and is something to rejoice about. (CSB)
5:1–11 We naturally seek to avoid pain and suffering. Yet, there are times when suffering is unavoidable. Focused on Christ’s suffering, death, and resurrection, we know that suffering is not the whole story. God will use afflictions for our good and to bless others. He will keep His promises, and we will overcome our sufferings by faith. • Lord Christ, You suffered for us. When we must suffer, lead us in faith. Amen. (TLSB)
Death Through Adam, Life Through Christ 
﻿

12﻿ Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin, and in this way death came to all men, because all sinned— ﻿13﻿ for before the law was given, sin was in the world. But sin is not taken into account when there is no law. ﻿14﻿ Nevertheless, death reigned from the time of Adam to the time of Moses, even over those who did not sin by breaking a command, as did Adam, who was a pattern of the one to come. ﻿15﻿ But the gift is not like the trespass. For if the many died by the trespass of the one man, how much more did God’s grace and the gift that came by the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, overflow to the many! ﻿16﻿ Again, the gift of God is not like the result of the one man’s sin: The judgment followed one sin and brought condemnation, but the gift followed many trespasses and brought Justification. ﻿17﻿ For if, by the trespass of the one man, death reigned through that one man, how much more will those who receive God’s abundant provision of grace and of the gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man, Jesus Christ. 

18﻿ Consequently, just as the result of one trespass was condemnation for all men, so also the result of one act of righteousness was justification that brings life for all men. ﻿19﻿ For just as through the disobedience of the one man the many were made sinners, so also through the obedience of the one man the many will be made righteous. ﻿20﻿ The law was added so that the trespass might increase. But where sin increased, grace increased all the more, ﻿21﻿ so that, just as sin reigned in death, so also grace might reign through righteousness to bring eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

5:12–21† A contrast between Adam and Christ. Adam introduced sin and death into the world; Christ brought righteousness and life. The comparison begun in v. 12 is completed in v. 18; these two verses summarize the whole passage. These two men also sum up the message of the book up to this point. Adam stands for the condemnation of all people (1:18–3:20); Christ stands for the justification of all people (3:21–5:11). (CSB)
5:12 ONE MAN – There was no sin in God’s perfect creation until the fall of Adam (Gn 3:1–7). (TLSB)
        death. Physical death is the penalty for sin. It is also the symbol of spiritual death, man’s ultimate separation from God. (CSB) 
Death is a consequence of sin. (TLSB)
        spread. Parents have transmitted mortality to their children since the fall.  (TLSB)
       because all sinned. Not a repetition of 3:23. The context shows that Adam’s sin involved the rest of mankind in condemnation (vv. 18–19) and death (v. 15). We do not start life with even the possibility of living it sinlessly; we begin it with a sinful nature (see Ge 8:21; Ps 51:5; 58:3; Eph 2:3). (CSB)
Adam’s fall brought sin to all humanity. We inherited his guilt and the desire to sin. Here, Paul stops abruptly, confronting us with the reality of original sin and our guilt. “This hereditary sin is such a deep corruption of nature that no reason can understand it. Rather, it must be believed from the revelation of Scripture” (SA III I 3). (TLSB)

5:13 sin is not taken into account. In the period when there was no (Mosaic) law, sin (“breaking a command,” v. 14) was not charged against man (see 4:15). Death, however, continued to occur (v. 14). Since death is the penalty for sin, people between Adam and Moses were involved in the sin of someone else, namely, Adam (see note on v. 12). (CSB)
Though the Torah had not yet been revealed, Adam had heard and broken God’s Law. (TLSB)
Sin is a transgression of a wise and good law.  It follows that there was such a law binding on men before the time of Moses, and before any written revelation of the will of God was made to men.  There was a law given to Adam from the mouth of God, by the violation of which sin entered and death by sin.  There was a law, too, written upon the hearts of all men as moral being.  (CB)

5:14 DEATH REIGNED – All humans were mortal and under death’s power. (TLSB)

        Moses. The writer of God’s Law (Torah). (TLSB)
         pattern. Adam by his sin brought universal ruin on the human race. In this act he is the prototype of Christ, who through one righteous act (v. 18) brought universal blessing. The analogy is one of contrast. (CSB)
Adam violated a specific command that he heard from God. Others may not have heard the command as clearly as Adam did, but they still sinned. (TLSB)
        one who was to come. Adam prefigured and foreshadowed Christ (cf vv 15–17). (TLSB) 

5:15 GIFT IS NOT LIKE THE TRESPASS – God’s grace in Christ. (TLSB)
Adam’s sin. Adam, with his sin, is not a perfect parallel to Christ with His grace. (TLSB)
        the many. The same as “all men” in v. 12 (see Isa 53:11; Mk 10:45). (CSB)
Rabbinic form of logic uses contrast to show that one man saved everyone. (TLSB)

All humans are subject to death. (TLSB)
        how much more. A theme that runs through this section. God’s grace is infinitely greater for good than is Adam’s sin for evil. (CSB)
The terms complement and reinforce each other. (TLSB)
Romans 11:33-36 “﻿33﻿ Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and ﻿a﻿ knowledge of God! How unsearchable his judgments, and his paths beyond tracing out! ﻿34﻿ “Who has known the mind of the Lord? Or who has been his counselor?”b﻿ ﻿35﻿ “Who has ever given to God, that God should repay him?”  ﻿36﻿ For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be the glory forever! Amen. 

5:16 gift of God. Salvation. (CSB)
        JUDGMENT – Sin rightly resulted in judgment. (TLSB)  
        many trespasses. The sins of the succeeding generations. (CSB)
5:17 will … reign in life. The future reign of believers with Jesus Christ (2Ti 2:12; Rev 22:5). (CSB)
Cf vv 12, 14. The death Adam merited spread to all humanity. (TLSB)
        grace … free gift of righteousness. God gives Christ’s righteousness to cover our sin. (TLSB)

       reign in life … Jesus Christ. Death no longer reigns over God’s people; God has restored our dominion in life. Cf Ps 8:6–7. (TLSB)
5:18 Christ’s work in death and resurrection. (TLSB)
        life for all men.† Does not mean that everyone eventually will be saved, but that salvation is available to all. To be effective, God’s gracious gift must be received through faith, a gift of God through the work of the Holy Spirit (see v. 17; Eph 2:8–9). (CSB)
5:19 THROUGH THE OBEDIENCE – Christ’s fulfillment of the Law and substitutionary death. “God’s eternal, unchangeable righteousness, revealed in the Law, has been satisfied” (FC SD III 57). (TLSB)
        made righteous.† A reference to a standing (status) before God (see 2Co 5:21), not to a change in character. The results (implications) of justification are developed in chs. 6–8. (CSB)
Romans 4:25 “He was delivered over to death for our sins and was raised to life for our justification.”

5:20 law was added. Not to bring about redemption but to point up the need for it. The law made sin even more sinful by revealing what sin is in stark contrast to God’s holiness. (CSB)
As men, after the giving of the written law, had more commands and obligations which they knowingly violated, the number and guilt of their sins was greatly increased.  Thus the law, through their opposition to it, and their voluntary disobedience of it, aggravated their condemnation; and was adapted to make them feel that if they were ever saved, it must be by grace, and thus prepare them to believe on Christ.  (CB)
        increase the trespass. The Law reveals sinfulness. This is its “second use,” a mirror to show sin. (TLSB)

         grace abounded all the more. God’s grace is enough to forgive every sin revealed by the Law. “Mercy is more comprehensive than sin” (Ap V 29). (TLSB)
5:21  grace … righteousness. Grace is concretely expressed in Christ’s work, which declares sinners righteous. (TLSB)

        leading to eternal life. Or, “into” eternal life. Christ’s righteousness gives eternal life to sinners. (TLSB)
 5:12–21 Adam’s sin brought guilt, the desire to sin, and mortality to all humans. We continue to sin and deserve condemnation. Praise God, He did not stop with Adam. He sent a Second Adam to begin a new humanity. Christ fulfilled the Law. He was obedient to the Father, and He paid the penalty for our sin. One man—Christ—has redeemed us and changed humanity forever. • O Lord, Your grace abounds for me so that I may enjoy justification, life, and peace as Adam enjoyed before the fall into sin. Reign over me, gracious Lord, that I may reign over trespasses and death, inheriting all the blessings of the Second Adam—Jesus. Amen. (TLSB) 
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