SECOND CHRONICLES 
Chapter 11

   When Rehoboam arrived in Jerusalem, he mustered the house of Judah and Benjamin—a hundred and eighty thousand fighting men—to make war against Israel and to regain the kingdom for Rehoboam. ﻿2﻿ But this word of the LORD came to Shemaiah the man of God: ﻿3﻿ “Say to Rehoboam son of Solomon king of Judah and to all the Israelites in Judah and Benjamin, ﻿4﻿ ‘This is what the LORD says: Do not go up to fight against your brothers. Go home, every one of you, for this is my doing.’” So they obeyed the words of the LORD and turned back from marching against Jeroboam. 

11:1–23 Verses 1–4 are parallel to 1Ki 12:21–24; vv. 5–23 are largely unique to Chronicles. The Chronicler’s account of Rehoboam is a good example of his emphasis on immediate retribution (see Introduction to 1 Chronicles: Purpose and Themes). Ch. 11 traces the rewards for obedience to the command of God (vv. 1–4): Rehoboam enjoys prosperity and power (vv. 5–12), popular support (vv. 13–17) and progeny (vv. 18–23). Ch. 12 demonstrates the reverse: Disobedience brings judgment. (CSB)
11:2 Shemaiah. The function of the prophets as guardians of the theocracy (God’s kingdom) is prominent in Chronicles; most of Judah’s kings are portrayed as receiving advice from prophets (see Introduction to 1 Chronicles: Purpose and Themes). (CSB)
11:3 the Israelites in Judah and Benjamin. A variation from the wording found in 1Ki 12:23, in accordance with the Chronicler’s interest in “all Israel.” (CSB)
11:4 my doing. See 10:15. (CSB)
Rehoboam Fortifies Judah 

5﻿ Rehoboam lived in Jerusalem and built up towns for defense in Judah:  ﻿6﻿ Bethlehem, Etam, Tekoa, ﻿7﻿ Beth Zur, Soco, Adullam, ﻿8﻿ Gath, Mareshah, Ziph, ﻿9﻿ Adoraim, Lachish, Azekah, ﻿10﻿ Zorah, Aijalon and Hebron. These were fortified cities in Judah and Benjamin. ﻿11﻿ He strengthened their defenses and put commanders in them, with supplies of food, olive oil and wine. ﻿12﻿ He put shields and spears in all the cities, and made them very strong. So Judah and Benjamin were his. ﻿13﻿ The priests and Levites from all their districts throughout Israel sided with him. ﻿14﻿ The Levites even abandoned their pasturelands and property, and came to Judah and Jerusalem because Jeroboam and his sons had rejected them as priests of the LORD. ﻿15﻿ And he appointed his own priests for the high places and for the goat and calf idols he had made. ﻿16﻿ Those from every tribe of Israel who set their hearts on seeking the LORD, the God of Israel, followed the Levites to Jerusalem to offer sacrifices to the LORD, the God of their fathers. ﻿17﻿ They strengthened the kingdom of Judah and supported Rehoboam son of Solomon three years, walking in the ways of David and Solomon during this time. 

11:5–10 This list of cities is not found in Kings. Rehoboam fortified his eastern, western and southern borders, but not the north, perhaps demonstrating his hope of reunification of the kingdoms, as well as the threat of invasion from Egypt. (CSB)
11:5 BUILT UP TOWNS IN DEFENCE – He was obliged to strengthen his frontiers against the encroachments of the men of Israel; and Jeroboam did the same thing on his part to prevent the inroads of Judah. See 1 Kings 12:25. (ACC)

11:11 SUPPLIES OF FOOD – In these places he laid up stores of provisions, not only to enable them to endure a siege; but also that they might be able, from their situation, to supply desolate places.  (ACC)

11:13–17 The Chronicler assumes the reader’s familiarity with 1Ki 12:26–33. This material is unique to Chronicles and reflects the author’s concern both with the temple and its personnel and with showing that the kingdom of Judah was the remnant of all Israel. (CSB)
11:14 pasturelands and property. See 1Ch 6:54–80; Lev 25:32–34; Nu 35:1–5; see also Introduction to 1 Chronicles: Purpose and Themes. (CSB)

The Levites and the priests were expelled from their offices by Jeroboam, lest they should turn the hearts of the people to the true God, and then they would revolt to Judah, 1 Kings 12:26; and therefore he established a new worship, and made new gods. (ACC)

11:15 goat and calf idols. The account in Kings mentions only the golden calves (for the worship of goat idols or satyrs see Lev 17:7. (CSB)

The golden calves, or oxen, were in imitation of the Egyptian ox-god, Apis; so they no doubt paid Divine honors to the goat, which we know was an object of religious veneration in Egypt. (ACC)

11:16 WHO SET THEIR HEARTS ON SEEKING THE LORD – All the truly pious joined him out of every tribe, and the whole tribe of Levi, being deprived of their functions, joined him also. Thus he had Judah, Benjamin, and Levi, and probably a part of Simeon; for he had Etam, which was in that tribe, and the truly religious out of all the other tribes, for they could not bear Jeroboam’s idolatry.  (ACC)

11:17 three years. See note on 12:2. (CSB)
      ways of David and Solomon. Characteristic of the Chronicler’s idealization of Solomon; contrast the portrait of Solomon in 1Ki 11:1–13. (CSB)

During this time he prospered; but for fourteen years after this he and the people were unfaithful to the Lord, except at such intervals as the hand of God’s judgments was upon them. (ACC)

Rehoboam’s Family 

18﻿ Rehoboam married Mahalath, who was the daughter of David’s son Jerimoth and of Abihail, the daughter of Jesse’s son Eliab. ﻿19﻿ She bore him sons: Jeush, Shemariah and Zaham. ﻿20﻿ Then he married Maacah daughter of Absalom, who bore him Abijah, Attai, Ziza and Shelomith. ﻿21﻿ Rehoboam loved Maacah daughter of Absalom more than any of his other wives and concubines. In all, he had eighteen wives and sixty concubines, twenty-eight sons and sixty daughters. ﻿22﻿ Rehoboam appointed Abijah son of Maacah to be the chief prince among his brothers, in order to make him king. ﻿23﻿ He acted wisely, dispersing some of his sons throughout the districts of Judah and Benjamin, and to all the fortified cities. He gave them abundant provisions and took many wives for them. 

11:18–22 The report on the size of Rehoboam’s family is placed here as part of the Chronicler’s effort to show God’s blessing on his obedience (see note on 11:1–23). The material is not in chronological sequence with the surrounding context but summarizes events throughout his reign. The Chronicler uses numerous progeny as a sign of divine blessing (see 13:21; see also notes on 21:2; 1Ch 25:5). (CSB)
11:20 Maacah daughter of Absalom. See note on 1Ki 15:2. She was likely the granddaughter of Absalom, through his daughter Tamar (2Sa 14:27; 18:18), who was married to Uriel (2Ch 13:2). (CSB)
11:21–22 These verses explain why the eldest son was not appointed Rehoboam’s successor. (CSB)
11:21 HAD EIGHTEEN WIVES AND SIXTY CONCUBINES – Bad enough, but not so abandoned as his father. Of these marriages and concubinage the issue was twenty-eight sons and sixty daughters; eighty-eight children in the whole, to the education of the whole of whom he could pay but little attention. Numerous families are often neglected; and children by different women, must be yet in a worse state. (ACC)

11:23 dispersing some of his sons. Rehoboam may have sought to secure the succession of Abijah by assigning other sons to outlying posts, perhaps to avoid the difficulties faced by David, whose sons at court (Adonijah and Absalom) had attempted to seize power. (CSB)
      TOOK MANY WIVES FOR THEM – He was much addicted to women; yet we do not find that he formed any heathenish alliances of this nature. And as no particulars are given, we do not know how far he indulged himself in this propensity. He probably strengthened his political connections by these means.  (ACC)
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