SECOND CHRONICLES 
Chapter 14

   And Abijah rested with his fathers and was buried in the City of David. Asa his son succeeded him as king, and in his days the country was at peace for ten years. 

14:1 peace for ten years. For the Chronicler peace and prosperity go hand in hand with righteous rule. This first decade of Asa’s reign (910–900 b.c.) preceded the invasion by Zerah (14:9–15) and was followed by 20 more years of peace, from the 15th (15:10) to the 35th years (15:19). Contrast this account with the statement that there was war between Asa and Baasha throughout their reigns (see 1Ki 15:16 and note). The tensions between the two kingdoms may have accounted for Asa’s fortifications (14:7–8), though actual combat was likely confined to raids until the major campaign was launched in Asa’s 36th year (16:1). See 15:8 and note. (CSB)
Asa King of Judah 
2﻿ Asa did what was good and right in the eyes of the LORD his God. ﻿3﻿ He removed the foreign altars and the high places, smashed the sacred stones and cut down the Asherah poles. ﻿a﻿ ﻿4﻿ He commanded Judah to seek the LORD, the God of their fathers, and to obey his laws and commands. ﻿5﻿ He removed the high places and incense altars in every town in Judah, and the kingdom was at peace under him. ﻿6﻿ He built up the fortified cities of Judah, since the land was at peace. No one was at war with him during those years, for the LORD gave him rest. ﻿7﻿ “Let us build up these towns,” he said to Judah, “and put walls around them, with towers, gates and bars. The land is still ours, because we have sought the LORD our God; we sought him and he has given us rest on every side.” So they built and prospered. ﻿8﻿ Asa had an army of three hundred thousand men from Judah, equipped with large shields and with spears, and two hundred and eighty thousand from Benjamin, armed with small shields and with bows. All these were brave fighting men. ﻿9﻿ Zerah the Cushite marched out against them with a vast army ﻿b﻿ and three hundred chariots, and came as far as Mareshah. ﻿10﻿ Asa went out to meet him, and they took up battle positions in the Valley of Zephathah near Mareshah. ﻿11﻿ Then Asa called to the LORD his God and said, “LORD, there is no one like you to help the powerless against the mighty. Help us, O LORD our God, for we rely on you, and in your name we have come against this vast army. O LORD, you are our God; do not let man prevail against you.” ﻿12﻿ The LORD struck down the Cushites before Asa and Judah. The Cushites fled, ﻿13﻿ and Asa and his army pursued them as far as Gerar. Such a great number of Cushites fell that they could not recover; they were crushed before the LORD and his forces. The men of Judah carried off a large amount of plunder. ﻿14﻿ They destroyed all the villages around Gerar, for the terror of the LORD had fallen upon them. They plundered all these villages, since there was much booty there. ﻿15﻿ They also attacked the camps of the herdsmen and carried off droves of sheep and goats and camels. Then they returned to Jerusalem. 

14:2–16:14 The account of Asa’s reign (910–869 b.c.) here is greatly expanded over the one in 1Ki 15:9–24. The expansions characteristically express the Chronicler’s view concerning the relationship between obedience and blessing, disobedience and punishment. The author introduces chronological notes into his account to divide Asa’s reign into these periods (see note on 12:2): For ten years Asa did what was right and prospered (14:1–7), and an invasion by a powerful Cushite force was repulsed because he called on the Lord (14:8–15). There followed further reforms (15:1–9) and a covenant renewal in Asa’s 15th year (15:10–18), and so he enjoyed peace until his 35th year (15:19). But then came a change: When confronted by an invasion from the northern kingdom in his 36th year (16:1), he hired Aramean reinforcements rather than trusting in the Lord (16:2–6), and imprisoned the prophet who rebuked him (16:7–10). In his 39th year he was afflicted with a disease (16:12), but still steadfastly refused to seek the Lord. In his 41st year he died (16:13). (CSB)
14:2 DID WHAT WAS GOOD AND RIGHT – He attended to what the law required relative to the worship of God. He was no idolater, though, morally speaking, he was not exempt from faults, 1 Kings 15:14. He suppressed idolatry universally, and encouraged the people to worship the true God: see 2 Chronicles 14:3-5.  (ACC)

14:3 sacred stones. See note on 1Ki 14:23. (CSB)
14:5 removed the high places. 1Ki 15:14 states that Asa did not remove the high places. This difficulty is best resolved by the Chronicler’s own statement in 15:17, which is properly parallel to 1Ki 15:14: Early in his reign Asa did attempt to remove the high places, but pagan worship was extremely resilient, and ultimately his efforts were unsuccessful (15:17). Statements that the high places both were and were not removed are also found in the reign of Jehoshaphat (17:6; 20:33). Cf. Dt 12:2–3. (CSB)
14:7 rest on every side. See note on 20:30. (CSB)
14:9 Zerah the Cushite. Many identify him with Pharaoh Osorkon I, second pharaoh of the 22nd Egyptian dynasty. However, since he is not called “king” or “pharaoh,” and is known as the “Cushite” or “Nubian,” some prefer to identify him as an otherwise unknown general serving the pharaoh. The invasion appears to have been an attempt to duplicate the attack of Shishak 30 years earlier (12:1–12), but the results against Asa were quite different. (CSB)
14:10 Valley of Zephathah. Marked the entrance to a road leading to the hills of Judah and Jerusalem. (CSB)
         Mareshah. Earlier fortified by Rehoboam (11:8) to protect the route mentioned here. (CSB)
14:11 WE RELY ON YOU – “Help us, O Lord our God; because we depend on thy Word, and in the name of thy Word we come against this great host.” ACC)

14:13 Gerar. See note on Ge 20:1. (CSB)
          plunder. Much of this booty (v. 14) made its way to the storehouses of the temple (15:18; see note on 1Ch 18:1–20:8). (CSB)
      THERE WAS MUCH BOOTY THERE – These cities being on the rear of this vast army, they had laid up much forage in them; and to get this the Jews overthrew the whole.  (ACC)

14:14 terror of the Lord. See note on 1Ch 14:17. (CSB)
14:15 CAMPS OF THE HERDSMEN – Those which had carried the baggage of the great army, and which they had left in such places as abounded with pasture. Perhaps sheepfolds, enclosures for camels, mules, etc., may also be intended. The discomfiture was great, because God fought for the people; and the spoil was immense, because the multitude was prodigious, indeed almost incredible, a million of men in one place is almost too much for the mind to conceive, but there may be some mistake in the numerals: it is evident from the whole account that the number was vast and the spoil great.  (ACC)
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