SECOND CHRONICLES 
Chapter 15

Asa’s Reform

The Spirit of God came upon Azariah son of Oded. ﻿2﻿ He went out to meet Asa and said to him, “Listen to me, Asa and all Judah and Benjamin. The LORD is with you when you are with him. If you seek him, he will be found by you, but if you forsake him, he will forsake you. ﻿3﻿ For a long time Israel was without the true God, without a priest to teach and without the law. ﻿4﻿ But in their distress they turned to the LORD, the God of Israel, and sought him, and he was found by them. ﻿5﻿ In those days it was not safe to travel about, for all the inhabitants of the lands were in great turmoil. ﻿6﻿ One nation was being crushed by another and one city by another, because God was troubling them with every kind of distress. ﻿7﻿ But as for you, be strong and do not give up, for your work will be rewarded.” ﻿8﻿ When Asa heard these words and the prophecy of Azariah son of ﻿a﻿ Oded the prophet, he took courage. He removed the detestable idols from the whole land of Judah and Benjamin and from the towns he had captured in the hills of Ephraim. He repaired the altar of the LORD that was in front of the portico of the LORD’s temple. ﻿9﻿ Then he assembled all Judah and Benjamin and the people from Ephraim, Manasseh and Simeon who had settled among them, for large numbers had come over to him from Israel when they saw that the LORD his God was with him. ﻿10﻿ They assembled at Jerusalem in the third month of the fifteenth year of Asa’s reign. ﻿11﻿ At that time they sacrificed to the LORD seven hundred head of cattle and seven thousand sheep and goats from the plunder they had brought back. ﻿12﻿ They entered into a covenant to seek the LORD, the God of their fathers, with all their heart and soul. ﻿13﻿ All who would not seek the LORD, the God of Israel, were to be put to death, whether small or great, man or woman. ﻿14﻿ They took an oath to the LORD with loud acclamation, with shouting and with trumpets and horns. ﻿15﻿ All Judah rejoiced about the oath because they had sworn it wholeheartedly. They sought God eagerly, and he was found by them. So the LORD gave them rest on every side. ﻿16﻿ King Asa also deposed his grandmother Maacah from her position as queen mother, because she had made a repulsive Asherah pole. Asa cut the pole down, broke it up and burned it in the Kidron Valley. ﻿17﻿ Although he did not remove the high places from Israel, Asa’s heart was fully committed to the LORD all his life. ﻿18﻿ He brought into the temple of God the silver and gold and the articles that he and his father had dedicated. ﻿19﻿ There was no more war until the thirty-fifth year of Asa’s reign. 
15:1–19 This chapter appears to recount a second stage in the reforms introduced by Asa, beginning with the victory over Zerah and encouraged by the preaching of Azariah (v. 1). (CSB)
15:2 THE LORD IS WITH YOU WHEN YOU ARE WITH HIM – This is the settled and eternal purpose of God; to them who seek him he will ever be found propitious, and them alone will he abandon who forsake him. (ACC)

15:3 priest to teach. The duties of the priests were not only to officiate at the altar, but also to teach the law (see 17:7–9; Lev 10:11). (CSB)

These priests could not teach, because they had not learnt; and as they had abandoned the law of the Lord, consequently they had no proper matter for instruction. (ACC)

15:8 towns he had captured in … Ephraim. A tacit admission that there had been some fighting between Baasha and Asa prior to Asa’s 36th year (16:1); see 17:1. (CSB)
    REPAIRED THE ALTAR – Dedicated it afresh, or perhaps enlarged it, that more sacrifices might be offered on it than ever before; for it cannot be supposed that this altar had no victims offered on it till the fifteenth year of the reign of Asa, who had previously been so zealous in restoring the Divine worship.  (ACC)

15:9 large numbers had come over to him. Cf. the defection from the northern kingdom that also occurred under Rehoboam (11:13–17). (CSB)

Many out of the different tribes, particularly out of Simeon, Ephraim, and Manasseh, having reflected that the Divine blessing was promised to the house of David, and finding the government of Jeroboam founded in idolatry, would naturally, through a spirit of piety, leave their own country, and go where they might enjoy the worship of the true God.  (ACC)

15:10 third month of the fifteenth year. Spring, 895 b.c., the year after Zerah’s invasion (v. 19). The Feast of Weeks (or Pentecost) was held in the third month (Lev 23:15–21) and may have been the occasion for this assembly. (CSB)
15:12 covenant. A renewal of the covenant made at Sinai, similar to the covenant renewals on the plain of Moab (Dt 29:1), at Mount Ebal (Jos 8:30–35), at Shechem (Jos 24:25) and at Gilgal (1Sa 11:14; see note there). Later the priest Jehoiada (23:16), as well as Hezekiah (29:10) and Josiah (34:31), would also lead in renewals of the covenant—events of primary significance in the view of the Chronicler. (CSB)

The covenant consisted of two parts: 
1.
We will seek the God of our fathers with all our heart, and with all our soul.

2.
Whosoever, great or small, man or woman, will not worship the true God, and serve him alone, shall be put to death. Thus no toleration was given to idolatry, so that it must be rooted out: and that this covenant might be properly binding, they confirmed it with an oath; and God accepted them and their services. (ACC)

15:13 would not seek the Lord. Would turn to other gods. (CSB)
          were to be put to death. In accordance with basic covenant law (Ex 22:20; Dt 13:6–9). (CSB)
15:15 rest. See note on 20:30. (CSB)
15:16 Asherah pole. See NIV text note on 14:3. (CSB)
15:17 did not remove the high places. See 14:5 and note. (CSB)

He had totally suppressed or destroyed the idolatry; but some of the places, buildings, or altars, he permitted to remain. (ACC)

15:16 HE AND HIS FATHER HAD DEDICATED – As it was a custom to dedicate a part of the spoils taken from an enemy to the service and honor of God, it is natural to suppose that Abijah, having so signally overthrown Jeroboam, (2 Chronicles 13:15-19), had dedicated a part of the spoils to the Lord; but they had not been brought into the temple till this time. (ACC)
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