SECOND CHRONICLES 
Chapter 19

   When Jehoshaphat king of Judah returned safely to his palace in Jerusalem, ﻿2﻿ Jehu the seer, the son of Hanani, went out to meet him and said to the king, “Should you help the wicked and love ﻿a﻿ those who hate the LORD? Because of this, the wrath of the LORD is upon you. ﻿3﻿ There is, however, some good in you, for you have rid the land of the Asherah poles and have set your heart on seeking God.” 

19:1–3 Not found in 1Ki 22. (CSB)
19:1 RETURNED SAFELY TO HIS PALACE – That is, in safety, notwithstanding he had been exposed to a danger so imminent, from which only the especial mercy of God could have saved him.  (ACC)

19:2 Should you help the wicked … ? Jehu’s father Hanani had earlier given Jehoshaphat’s father Asa the same warning (see 16:7–9). Jehoshaphat later committed the same sin again and suffered for it (20:35–37). (CSB)

That is, Thou deservest to be punished. And who can doubt this, who knows that he did help the ungodly, and did love them that hated Jehovah? And is not the wrath of God upon all those alliances which his people form with the ungodly, whether they be social, matrimonial, commercial, or political? (ACC)

19:3 Asherah poles. See NIV text note on 14:3. (CSB)
Jehoshaphat Appoints Judges 
4﻿ Jehoshaphat lived in Jerusalem, and he went out again among the people from Beersheba to the hill country of Ephraim and turned them back to the LORD, the God of their fathers. ﻿5﻿ He appointed judges in the land, in each of the fortified cities of Judah. ﻿6﻿ He told them, “Consider carefully what you do, because you are not judging for man but for the LORD, who is with you whenever you give a verdict. ﻿7﻿ Now let the fear of the LORD be upon you. Judge carefully, for with the LORD our God there is no injustice or partiality or bribery.” ﻿8﻿ In Jerusalem also, Jehoshaphat appointed some of the Levites, priests and heads of Israelite families to administer the law of the LORD and to settle disputes. And they lived in Jerusalem. ﻿9﻿ He gave them these orders: “You must serve faithfully and wholeheartedly in the fear of the LORD. ﻿10﻿ In every case that comes before you from your fellow countrymen who live in the cities—whether bloodshed or other concerns of the law, commands, decrees or ordinances—you are to warn them not to sin against the LORD; otherwise his wrath will come on you and your brothers. Do this, and you will not sin. ﻿11﻿ “Amariah the chief priest will be over you in any matter concerning the LORD, and Zebadiah son of Ishmael, the leader of the tribe of Judah, will be over you in any matter concerning the king, and the Levites will serve as officials before you. Act with courage, and may the LORD be with those who do well.” 

9:4 Jehoshaphat … went … among the people. The king traveled throughout the realm personally to promote religious reformation. (CSB)
19:5 appointed judges. The name Jehoshaphat (meaning “The Lord judges”) is appropriate for the king who instituted this judicial reform. The arrangement of the courts under Jehoshaphat (vv. 5–11) would be of particular interest to the Chronicler’s audience in the postexilic period, when the courts of the restored community would have their own existence and structure legitimized by this precedent. (CSB)
19:6 Cf. Dt 16:18–20; 17:8–13. (CSB)
    CONSIDER CAREFULLY WHAT YOU DO – A very solemn and very necessary caution; judges should feel themselves in the place of God, and judge as those who know they shall be judged for their judgments. (ACC)

19:7 let the fear of the Lord be upon you. Let a terrifying sense of God’s presence restrain you from any injustice (see note on 1Ch 14:17). (CSB)
19:8 Levites, priests … to administer the law. See note on 1Ch 26:29–32. One effect of this judicial reform appears to be the bringing of the traditional system of justice administered by the elders of the city under closer royal and priestly supervision. (CSB)
19:10 WHETHER BLOODSHED – Cases of man-slaughter or accidental murder, or cases of consanguinity, the settlement of inheritance, family claims, etc. (ACC)
      COMMANDS, DECREES OR ORDINANCES – Whatsoever concerns the moral precepts, rites, and ceremonies, of the law, or whatsoever belongs to civil affairs. (ACC)

19:11 any matter concerning the Lord… any matter concerning the king.† This division into the affairs of religion and the affairs of the king anticipates the postexilic structure of the Chronicler’s day. Cf. the anointing of Solomon and Zadok (1Ch 29:22) and the administration of the postexilic community by Zerubbabel, a Davidic descendant, and Joshua, the high priest (Zec 4:14; 6:9–15). (CSB)
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