SECOND CHRONICLES 
Chapter 8

Solomon’s Other Activities 
At the end of twenty years, during which Solomon built the temple of the LORD and his own palace, ﻿2﻿ Solomon rebuilt the villages that Hiram ﻿a﻿ had given him, and settled Israelites in them. ﻿3﻿ Solomon then went to Hamath Zobah and captured it. ﻿4﻿ He also built up Tadmor in the desert and all the store cities he had built in Hamath. ﻿5﻿ He rebuilt Upper Beth Horon and Lower Beth Horon as fortified cities, with walls and with gates and bars, ﻿6﻿ as well as Baalath and all his store cities, and all the cities for his chariots and for his horses ﻿b﻿—whatever he desired to build in Jerusalem, in Lebanon and throughout all the territory he ruled. ﻿7﻿ All the people left from the Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites (these peoples were not Israelites), ﻿8﻿ that is, their descendants remaining in the land, whom the Israelites had not destroyed—these Solomon conscripted for his slave labor force, as it is to this day. ﻿9﻿ But Solomon did not make slaves of the Israelites for his work; they were his fighting men, commanders of his captains, and commanders of his chariots and charioteers. ﻿10﻿ They were also King Solomon’s chief officials—two hundred and fifty officials supervising the men. ﻿11﻿ Solomon brought Pharaoh’s daughter up from the City of David to the palace he had built for her, for he said, “My wife must not live in the palace of David king of Israel, because the places the ark of the LORD has entered are holy.” ﻿12﻿ On the altar of the LORD that he had built in front of the portico, Solomon sacrificed burnt offerings to the LORD, ﻿13﻿ according to the daily requirement for offerings commanded by Moses for Sabbaths, New Moons and the three annual feasts—the Feast of Unleavened Bread, the Feast of Weeks and the Feast of Tabernacles. ﻿14﻿ In keeping with the ordinance of his father David, he appointed the divisions of the priests for their duties, and the Levites to lead the praise and to assist the priests according to each day’s requirement. He also appointed the gatekeepers by divisions for the various gates, because this was what David the man of God had ordered. ﻿15﻿ They did not deviate from the king’s commands to the priests or to the Levites in any matter, including that of the treasuries. ﻿16﻿ All Solomon’s work was carried out, from the day the foundation of the temple of the LORD was laid until its completion. So the temple of the LORD was finished.  ﻿17﻿ Then Solomon went to Ezion Geber and Elath on the coast of Edom. ﻿18﻿ And Hiram sent him ships commanded by his own officers, men who knew the sea. These, with Solomon’s men, sailed to Ophir and brought back four hundred and fifty talents ﻿c﻿ of gold, which they delivered to King Solomon. 

8:1–18 See 1Ki 9:10–18 and notes. Verses 13-16 are unique to Chronicles and underscore the Chronicler’s concern to show continuity with the past and his association of David with Moses (see introduction to 1 Chronicles: Purpose and Themes).  (CSB)
8:1–2 In 1 Ki 9:10–14 the cities were given to Hiram by Solomon, whereas in Chronicles the reverse is true. Perhaps as part of his effort to idealize Solomon, the Chronicler does not record the fact that Hiram found these cities unacceptable payment (1Ki 9:11–13); he mentions only the sequel to the story, the return of the cities to Solomon and their subsequent improvement. They may also have served as a kind of collateral against the monies owed Hiram, who returned them when the debt was satisfied (see note on 1Ki 9:11). The Chronicler also says nothing about Pharaoh’s gift of Gezer to Solomon (1Ki 9:16). (CSB)
8:1 TWENTY YEARS – He employed seven years and a half in building the temple, and twelve and a half, or thirteen, in building his own house.—Compare this with 1 Kings 7:1. (ACC) 
The two buildings became one large building complex.  (PBC)
8:3–4 The Chronicler records an additional military campaign to the north, not mentioned in Kings. David had also campaigned in the north against Zobah (1Ch 18:3–9; 19:6; 2Sa 8:3–12; 10:6–8; cf. 1Ki 11:23–24). (CSB)

The general impression conveyed throughout is that Solomon was the kind of king who could build whatever he wanted, whenever he wanted.  Thus the land enjoyed rest, and the house of the Lord was well protected during Solomon’s watch.  (PBC)
8:5 The two Beth Horons were situated on a strategic road from the coastal plain to the area just north of Jerusalem. (CSB)
8:7 not Israelites. See 2:17; 1Ch 22:2; 1Ki 9:21. (CSB)
8:8 to this day. See note on 5:9. (CSB)
8:11 holy. Both 1Ki 9:24 and Chronicles record the transfer of Pharaoh’s daughter to special quarters, but only Chronicles adds the reason: Not only the temple but also David’s palace was regarded as holy, because of the presence of the ark. (CSB)

This seems a proof that he considered his wife to be a heathen, and not proper to dwell in a place which had been sanctified. Apparently Solomon had not yet departed from the true God. (ACC) 
For those of us who live with a dividing wall of separation between church and state, ideas like this might be a little hard to understand at first.  But we must remember that God’s people Israel did not operate with that kind of division into sacred and secular so familiar to us.  The king of Israel was very much the spiritual leader of his people.  (PBC)
8:12–16 In line with his overall interests, the Chronicler considerably elaborates on the sacrificial and temple provisions made by Solomon. While 1Ki 9:25 mentions only the sacrifices at the three annual feasts, the Chronicler adds the offerings on Sabbaths and New Moons to conform these provisions fully to Mosaic prescription (Lev 23:1–37; Nu 28–29). (CSB)

In his letter to the Ephesians, the apostle Paul gives us a “God’s-eye view” of the church, that holy temple that his Son is in the process of building (Ephesians 2:21-22).  We may rest assured that God’s saving plans for it will not fail, since they are rooted in his will from all eternity and established by a covenant signed in the blood of his Son.  This high and holy mission is carried out in time by other sons and daughters of the king.  To them, in each generation, he entrusts his gospel word.  It seems incredible to think that God could give such an important task and a message so precious to poor, frail sinners like you and me.  But he does.  He has assigned us each to our own particular post.  Now he charges us to “Be strong and do the work” (1 Chronicles 28:10), certain of the power of hism who will not fail us or forsake us.  (PBC)
8:17–18 See 1Ki 9:26–28. This joint venture between Solomon and Hiram secured for these kings the lucrative trade routes through the Mediterranean to the south Arabian peninsula; Solomon became the middleman between these economic spheres. (CSB)
8:18 Hiram sent him ships. Presumably ships crafted in Phoenicia and assembled at the port of Ezion Geber after being shipped overland (see 9:21). (CSB)
    WHO KNEW THE SEA – Skilful sailors. Solomon probably bore the expenses and his friend, the Tyrian king, furnished him with expert sailors; for the Jews, at no period of their history, had any skill in maritime affairs, their navigation being confined to the lakes of their own country, from which they could never acquire any nautical skill. The Tyrians, on the contrary, lived on and in the sea.  (ACC)
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