SECOND KINGS

Chapter 5

Naaman Healed of Leprosy 

Now Naaman was commander of the army of the king of Aram. He was a great man in the sight of his master and highly regarded, because through him the LORD had given victory to Aram. He was a valiant soldier, but he had leprosy. ﻿﻿2﻿ Now bands from Aram had gone out and had taken captive a young girl from Israel, and she served Naaman’s wife. ﻿3﻿ She said to her mistress, “If only my master would see the prophet who is in Samaria! He would cure him of his leprosy.” ﻿4﻿ Naaman went to his master and told him what the girl from Israel had said. ﻿5﻿ “By all means, go,” the king of Aram replied. “I will send a letter to the king of Israel.” So Naaman left, taking with him ten talents  of silver, six thousand shekels  of gold and ten sets of clothing. ﻿6﻿ The letter that he took to the king of Israel read: “With this letter I am sending my servant Naaman to you so that you may cure him of his leprosy.” ﻿7﻿ As soon as the king of Israel read the letter, he tore his robes and said, “Am I God? Can I kill and bring back to life? Why does this fellow send someone to me to be cured of his leprosy? See how he is trying to pick a quarrel with me!” ﻿8﻿ When Elisha the man of God heard that the king of Israel had torn his robes, he sent him this message: “Why have you torn your robes? Have the man come to me and he will know that there is a prophet in Israel.” ﻿9﻿ So Naaman went with his horses and chariots and stopped at the door of Elisha’s house. ﻿10﻿ Elisha sent a messenger to say to him, “Go, wash yourself seven times in the Jordan, and your flesh will be restored and you will be cleansed.” ﻿11﻿ But Naaman went away angry and said, “I thought that he would surely come out to me and stand and call on the name of the LORD his God, wave his hand over the spot and cure me of my leprosy. ﻿12﻿ Are not Abana and Pharpar, the rivers of Damascus, better than any of the waters of Israel? Couldn’t I wash in them and be cleansed?” So he turned and went off in a rage. ﻿13﻿ Naaman’s servants went to him and said, “My father, if the prophet had told you to do some great thing, would you not have done it? How much more, then, when he tells you, ‘Wash and be cleansed’!” ﻿14﻿ So he went down and dipped himself in the Jordan seven times, as the man of God had told him, and his flesh was restored and became clean like that of a young boy. ﻿15﻿ Then Naaman and all his attendants went back to the man of God. He stood before him and said, “Now I know that there is no God in all the world except in Israel. Please accept now a gift from your servant.” ﻿16﻿ The prophet answered, “As surely as the LORD lives, whom I serve, I will not accept a thing.” And even though Naaman urged him, he refused. ﻿17﻿ “If you will not,” said Naaman, “please let me, your servant, be given as much earth as a pair of mules can carry, for your servant will never again make burnt offerings and sacrifices to any other god but the LORD. ﻿18﻿ But may the LORD forgive your servant for this one thing: When my master enters the temple of Rimmon to bow down and he is leaning on my arm and I bow there also—when I bow down in the temple of Rimmon, may the LORD forgive your servant for this.” ﻿19﻿ “Go in peace,” Elisha said. After Naaman had traveled some distance, ﻿20﻿ Gehazi, the servant of Elisha the man of God, said to himself, “My master was too easy on Naaman, this Aramean, by not accepting from him what he brought. As surely as the LORD lives, I will run after him and get something from him.” ﻿21﻿ So Gehazi hurried after Naaman. When Naaman saw him running toward him, he got down from the chariot to meet him. “Is everything all right?” he asked. ﻿22﻿ “Everything is all right,” Gehazi answered. “My master sent me to say, ‘Two young men from the company of the prophets have just come to me from the hill country of Ephraim. Please give them a talent of silver and two sets of clothing.’” ﻿23﻿ “By all means, take two talents,” said Naaman. He urged Gehazi to accept them, and then tied up the two talents of silver in two bags, with two sets of clothing. He gave them to two of his servants, and they carried them ahead of Gehazi. ﻿24﻿ When Gehazi came to the hill, he took the things from the servants and put them away in the house. He sent the men away and they left. ﻿25﻿ Then he went in and stood before his master Elisha. “Where have you been, Gehazi?” Elisha asked. “Your servant didn’t go anywhere,” Gehazi answered. ﻿26﻿ But Elisha said to him, “Was not my spirit with you when the man got down from his chariot to meet you? Is this the time to take money, or to accept clothes, olive groves, vineyards, flocks, herds, or menservants and maidservants? ﻿27﻿ Naaman’s leprosy will cling to you and to your descendants forever.” Then Gehazi went from Elisha’s presence and he was leprous, as white as snow. 
5:1 king of Aram. Probably Ben-Hadad II (see notes on 8:7; 13:3; 1Ki 20:1). (CSB)
      HE WAS A GREAT MAN – He was held in the highest esteem. (ACC)
The greatness of Naaman in the eyes of the world will be seen as the cause for opposition to God’s means of salvation. Even though God is truly great, he chooses to bring salvation in humble and meek means. This meekness Naaman initially rejects. (Concordia Pulpit Resources - Volume 19, Part 1)
      HIGHLY REGARDED – Had the peculiar favor and confidence of his master; and was promoted to the highest trusts.  (ACC)

      the Lord had given victory to Aram. Probably a reference to an otherwise undocumented Aramean victory over the Assyrians in the aftermath of the battle of Qarqar in 853 b.c. (see note on 1Ki 22:1). In the narrator’s theological perspective, this victory is attributable to the sovereignty of the God of Israel, who is seen as the ruler and controller of the destinies of all nations, not just that of Israel (see Eze 30:24; Am 2:1–3; 9:7). (CSB)
That is, as the rabbins state, by his slaying Ahab, king of Israel; in consequence of which the Syrians got the victory.  (ACC)

      VALIANT SOLDIER – He was a giant, and very strong, according to the Arabic. He had, in a word, all the qualifications of an able general.  (ACC)

      HE HAD LEPROSY – Leprosy was a deadly disease.  Not all of Naaman’s power, wealth or popularity could obtain healing for him.  Humanly speaking, he was doomed to a slow and painful death.  (PBC) 

Here was a heavy tax upon his grandeur; he was afflicted with a disorder the most loathsome and the most humiliating that could possibly disgrace a human being. God often, in the course of his providence, permits great defects to be associated with great eminence, that he may hide pride from man; and cause him to think soberly of himself and his acquirements. (ACC)

5:2-3 A young Israelite girl spreads the good news to Naaman—there is salvation through the God of Elisha. (Concordia Pulpit Resources - Volume 19, Part 1)
5:2 bands from Aram. Although Israel had concluded a peace treaty with the Arameans during the reign of Ahab (see 1Ki 20:34), minor border skirmishes continued between the two states in the aftermath of the battle for control of Ramoth Gilead, in which Ahab had been killed (see note on 1Ki 22:4; see also 1Ki 22:35). (CSB)
When one hundred or two hundred men go out by themselves to make prey of whatever they can get, that is called,  a troop. They had gone out in marauding parties; and on such occasions they bring away grain, cattle, and such of the inhabitants as are proper to make slaves. (ACC)

      young girl from Israel. In sharp contrast to the Israelite king in Samaria, this young girl held captive in Damascus was very much aware of God’s saving presence with his people through his servant Elisha, and she selflessly shared that knowledge with her Aramean captors. (CSB)
Who, it appears, had pious parents, who brought her up in the knowledge of the true God. Behold the goodness and the severity of the Divine providence! affectionate parents are deprived of their promising daughter by a set of lawless freebooters, without the smallest prospect that she should have any lot in life but that of misery, infamy, and woe.  (ACC)

1 Peter 3:15 “But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect.”

      SERVED NAAMAN’S WIFE – Her decent orderly behavior, the consequence of her sober and pious education, entitled her to this place of distinction; in which her servitude was at least easy, and her person safe. If God permitted the parents to be deprived of their pious child by the hands of ruffians, he did not permit the child to be without a guardian. In such a case, were even the father and mother to forsake her, God would take her up. (ACC)

5:3 prophet who is in Samaria. Elisha, who maintained a residence in Samaria (see v. 9; 2:25; 6:19). (CSB)
5:4-6 Naaman leaves to secure his salvation, carrying many impressive items: a letter from the king and vast riches for payment. However, Naaman’s salvation cannot be bought; it will be free. (Concordia Pulpit Resources - Volume 19, Part 1)
5:4 GIRL FROM ISRAEL HAD SAID – So well had this little pious maid conducted herself, that her words are credited; and credited so fully, that an embassy from the king of Syria to the king of Israel is founded upon them! (ACC)

5:5 I will send a letter to the king of Israel. The border skirmishes had not nullified the official peace between the two nations as established by treaty. The king of Israel was Joram (see 1:17; 3:1; 9:24). (CSB)
      ten talents of silver. See NIV text note. An idea of the relative value of this amount of silver can be seen by comparing it with the price Omri paid for the hill of Samaria (see 1Ki 16:24). (CSB)
5:6 so that you may cure him of his leprosy. Ben-Hadad assumed that the prophet described by the Israelite slave girl was subject to the authority of the king and that his services could be bought with a sufficiently large gift. He thought he could buy with worldly wealth one of the chief blessings of God’s saving presence among his people. (CSB)
5:7 he is trying to pick a quarrel with me! Joram concluded that the entire incident was an attempt by Ben-Hadad to create a pretext for a declaration of war. So blind was the king to God’s saving presence through Elisha that he could think only of international intrigue. (CSB)
He spoke thus under the conviction that God alone could cure the leprosy; which, indeed, was universally acknowledged: and must have been as much a maxim among the Syrians as among the Israelites, for the disorder was equally prevalent in both countries; and in both equally incurable. And it was this that led the king of Israel to infer that the Syrian king sought a quarrel with him, in desiring him to do a work which God only could do; and then declaring war upon him because he did not do it.  (ACC)
The king of Israel tears his robes because he believes the king of Syria is laying an impossible task before any human. Wars have started over lesser things. (Concordia Pulpit Resources - Volume 19, Part 1)
5:8 Why have you torn your robes? Elisha chided Joram for his fear (see note on 1Sa 17:11) and for his failure to consult the Lord’s prophet (see 3:13–14 for evidence of the tension that existed between Joram and Elisha). (CSB)
      HAVE THE MAN COME – Do not be afflicted; the matter belongs to me, as the prophet of the Most High; send him to me, and he shall know that I am such. (ACC)

5:9-10 Naaman arrives at Elisha’s house with a rich entourage, all unnecessary for salvation. The simplicity of salvation is further seen in Elisha’s unwillingness even to come out and meet Naaman. Instead, the prophet sends out a servant to greet the great commander of a country’s army. (Concordia Pulpit Resources - Volume 19, Part 1)
5:9 with his horses and chariots. This proud pagan would command the healing by his lordly presence. (CSB)
In very great pomp and state. Closely inspected, this was preposterous enough; a leper sitting in state, and affecting it!  (ACC) 

5:10 wash yourself seven times in the Jordan. The instruction is designed to demonstrate to Naaman that healing would come by the power of the God of Israel, but only if he obeyed the word of the Lord’s prophet. The prophet himself was not a healer. Ritual washings were practiced among Eastern religions as a purification rite, and the number seven was generally known as a symbol of completeness. Naaman was to wash in the muddy waters of the Jordan River, demonstrating that there was no natural connection between the washing and the desired healing. Perhaps it also suggested that one needed to pass through the Jordan, as Israel had done (Jos 3–4), in order to obtain healing from the God of Israel. (CSB)
5:11-12 Naaman leaves Elisha’s house because he thinks it ridiculous to be dipped in water for salvation. Naaman wanted the great prophet himself to come out and cure him in dramatic manner. He did not want the manner God provided. (Concordia Pulpit Resources - Volume 19, Part 1)
5:11 wave his hand over the spot and cure me of my leprosy. Naaman expected to be healed by the magical technique of the prophet rather than by the power of God operative in connection with his own obedient response to God’s word. (CSB)
God’s ways are not as our ways; he appoints that mode of cure which he knows to be best. Naaman expected to be treated with great ceremony; and instead of humbling himself before the Lord’s prophet, he expected the prophet of the Lord to humble himself before him! Behold I thought;—and what did he think? Hear his words, for they are all very emphatic:—  (ACC)

1.
“I thought, He will surely come Out to Me. He will never make his servant the medium of communication between Me and himself.

2.
And stand—present himself before me, and stand as a servant to hear the orders of his God.

3.
And call on the name of Jehovah his God; so that both his God and himself shall appear to do me service and honor.

4.
And strike his hand over the place; for can it be supposed that any healing virtue can be conveyed without contact? Had he done these things, then the leper might have been recovered.”

5:12 Abana and Pharpar. The Abana was termed the Golden River by the Greeks. It is usually identified with the Barada River of today, rising in the Anti-Lebanon mountains and flowing through the city of Damascus. The Pharpar River flows east from Mount Hermon just to the south of Damascus. (CSB)
5:13-14 Naaman’s servants are levelheaded to bring Naaman to his senses. They help Naaman realize the important thing: he wants to be saved. Whether that salvation comes in dramatic or simple fashion does not matter. The point is, simple washing will bring him salvation from death. The means should not be overlooked just because they appear simplistic. (Concordia Pulpit Resources - Volume 19, Part 1)
5:14 his flesh was restored and became clean like that of a young boy.† Physically he was reborn (see also v. 15 and note). As he obeyed God’s word, Naaman received the gift of God’s grace. Naaman is here a sign to disobedient Israel that God’s blessing is found only in the path of faith in God’s promises and trustful obedience. When his own people turn away from covenant faithfulness, God will raise up those who will follow his word from outside the covenant nation (see notes on 1Ki 17:9–24; see also Mt 8:10–12; Lk 4:27). (CSB)
Just as God attached healing to the waters of the Jordan River by means of his word, so God by his promise has attached the forgiveness of sins to the water of baptism. Just as Naaman received God’s blessings when he believed God’s word and actually dipped himself into the Jordan River, so we receive the blessings of baptism by faith.  Faith is a receiving hand.  Those who believe God’s words have the blessing they offer.  (PBC)

Psalm 51:2 “Wash away all my iniquity and cleanse me from my sin.”

Psalm 51:10 “Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me.”

1 John 1:7 “But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin.”

5:15 no God in all the world except in Israel. Naaman’s confession put to shame the Israelites who continued to waver in their opinion on whether Baal and the Lord (Yahweh) were both gods, or whether Yahweh alone was God (see note on 1Ki 18:21). (CSB)
5:16 I will not accept a thing. Elisha did not seek monetary gain for proclaiming the word of the Lord (see Mt 10:8). Naaman was healed solely by divine grace, not by the power of Elisha. (CSB)
5:17 let me … be given as much earth as a pair of mules can carry. In the ancient world it was commonly thought that a deity could be worshiped only on the soil of the nation to which he was bound (see v. 15). For this reason Naaman wanted to take Israelite soil with him in order to have a place in Damascus for the worship of the Lord. (CSB)
5:18 my master. Ben-Hadad, king of Aram. (CSB)
        Rimmon. Also known as Hadad (and in Canaan and Phoenicia as Baal), this Aramean deity was the god of storm (“Rimmon” means “thunderer”) and war. The two names were sometimes combined (see note on Zec 12:11). (CSB)
5:19 Go in peace. Elisha did not directly address Naaman’s problem of conscience (v. 18), but commended him to the leading and grace of God as he returned to his pagan environment and official responsibilities. (CSB)
5:20 As surely as the Lord lives. An oath formula (see note on 1Sa 14:39). (CSB)
5:22 company of the prophets. See note on 2:3. (CSB)
        Please give them a talent of silver and two sets of clothing. Gehazi deceived Naaman in order to satisfy his desire for material gain. The evil of his lie was compounded in that it obscured the gracious character of the Lord’s work in Naaman’s healing and blurred the distinction between Elisha’s function as a true prophet of the Lord and the self-serving actions of false prophets and pagan soothsayers. (CSB)
5:24 house. Of Elisha (see v. 9). (CSB)
5:26 Is this the time to take money … ? Gehazi sought to use the grace of God granted to another individual for his own material advantage. This was equivalent to making merchandise of God’s grace (see note on 2Co 2:17). “Money” here and elsewhere in 2 Kings refers to gold or silver in various weights, not to coins, which were a later invention. (CSB)
        clothes … maidservants. Evidently what Gehazi secretly hoped to acquire with the two talents of silver (see note on v. 5). (CSB)
5:27 leprosy. See NIV text note on v. 1. (CSB)
        to you and to your descendants forever. For the extension of punishment to the children of an offender of God’s law see Ex 20:5 and note; see also note on Jos 7:24. (CSB)
        white as snow. See Ex 4:6. (CSB)
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