Zephaniah 

Chapter 3

The Future of Jerusalem 
Woe to the city of oppressors, rebellious and defiled! ﻿2﻿ She obeys no one, she accepts no correction. She does not trust in the LORD, she does not draw near to her God. ﻿3﻿ Her officials are roaring lions, her rulers are evening wolves, who leave nothing for the morning. ﻿4﻿ Her prophets are arrogant; they are treacherous men. Her priests profane the sanctuary and do violence to the law. ﻿5﻿ The LORD within her is righteous; he does no wrong. Morning by morning he dispenses his justice, and every new day he does not fail, yet the unrighteous know no shame. ﻿6﻿ “I have cut off nations; their strongholds are demolished. I have left their streets deserted, with no one passing through. Their cities are destroyed; no one will be left—no one at all. ﻿7﻿ I said to the city, ‘Surely you will fear me and accept correction!’ Then her dwelling would not be cut off, nor all my punishments come upon her. But they were still eager to act corruptly in all they did. ﻿8﻿ Therefore wait for me,” declares the LORD, “for the day I will stand up to testify. I have decided to assemble the nations, to gather the kingdoms and to pour out my wrath on them— all my fierce anger. The whole world will be consumed by the fire of my jealous anger. ﻿9﻿ “Then will I purify the lips of the peoples, that all of them may call on the name of the LORD and serve him shoulder to shoulder. ﻿10﻿ From beyond the rivers of Cush ﻿my worshipers, my scattered people, will bring me offerings. ﻿11﻿ On that day you will not be put to shame for all the wrongs you have done to me, because I will remove from this city those who rejoice in their pride. Never again will you be haughty on my holy hill. ﻿12﻿ But I will leave within you the meek and humble, who trust in the name of the LORD. ﻿13﻿ The remnant of Israel will do no wrong; they will speak no lies, nor will deceit be found in their mouths. They will eat and lie down and no one will make them afraid.” 14﻿ Sing, O Daughter of Zion; shout aloud, O Israel! Be glad and rejoice with all your heart, O Daughter of Jerusalem! ﻿15﻿ The LORD has taken away your punishment, he has turned back your enemy. The LORD, the King of Israel, is with you; never again will you fear any harm. ﻿16﻿ On that day they will say to Jerusalem, “Do not fear, O Zion; do not let your hands hang limp. ﻿17﻿ The LORD your God is with you, he is mighty to save. He will take great delight in you, he will quiet you with his love, he will rejoice over you with singing.” ﻿18﻿ “The sorrows for the appointed feasts I will remove from you; they are a burden and a reproach to you. 19﻿ At that time I will deal with all who oppressed you; I will rescue the lame and gather those who have been scattered. I will give them praise and honor in every land where they were put to shame. ﻿20﻿ At that time I will gather you; at that time I will bring you home. I will give you honor and praise among all the peoples of the earth when I restore your fortunes before your very eyes,” says the LORD. 

3:1 city. Apostate Jerusalem is condemned for its sins. (CSB) 
      oppressors. See Jer 22:3. (CSB)
Zephaniah’s hearers may have thought he was still speaking about Nineveh, but what follows reveals that he is speaking about their own city of Jerusalem, which has oppressed and mistreated people.  (TLSB)

      REBELLIOUS AND DEFILED – It was stubborn and full of uncleanness and a place where violence against the weak and downtrodden was the order of the day.  (Kretzmann)
Morally polluted, unclean (Is 59:3). (TLSB)
3:2 she does not draw near. The people of Jerusalem refused to enter the Lord’s presence in worship and prayer and would not place their confidence in Him. (TLSB)

Did not profit by his chastisements; was uneasy and ill-tempered under her afflictions, and derived no manner of good from these chastisements.  (ACC)

3:3–4 officials … rulers … prophets … priests. All classes of Judah’s leaders are castigated for indulging in conduct completely opposed to their vocations and responsibilities (see Jer 1:18 and note). (CSB)
Civic leaders of Jerusalem are compared to hungry animals that devour everything they find. Officials and judges used power of their offices only for personal gain. (TLSB)
3:3 roaring lions … evening wolves. Those in power are rapacious. (CSB)
They both devour the flesh in the night, and gnaw the bones and extract the marrow afterwards. They use all violence and predatory oppression, like wild beasts; they shun the light, and turn day into night by their revelings. (ACC)
3:4 arrogant … treacherous men. Claiming to be prophets of the Lord, they proclaimed only lies (see Jer 5:31; 14:14; 23:16, 32). (CSB)
The ESV has “fickle.”  The Hebrew word suggests that the prophets were as light as the froth on boiling water.  They were unprincipled and imparted worthless teachings.  (TLSB)

      priests … do violence to the law. When they should have been teachers of the law (see Dt 31:9–13; 2Ch 17:8–9; 19:8; Ezr 7:6; Jer 2:8; 18:18; Mal 2:7). (CSB)
The priests desecrated God’s holy temple and treated the sacred sacrifices disrespectfully.  (TLSB)

3:5  LORD WITHIN – The citizens of Jerusalem failed to recognize that because the Lord is righteous, He would take action against those who knew no shame.  (TLSB)

3:6–8 Jerusalem’s refusal to repent (see 2:1–3 and note). (CSB)
3:6 I have cut off nations. The destruction of other nations was meant to serve as a warning to wanton Judah, but to no avail (see v. 7). (CSB)
The Lord reminds Jerusalem of what He has done. (TLSB)

      battlements. Walled towers for defense. (TLSB)
      will be. Or “is.” (CSB)
No community is secure when the Lord comes in judgment.  (TLSB)

3:7 FEAR ME – This is not craven fear but godly reverence shown in obedience to the Lord’s will.  (TLSB)
      appointed against you. If Judah would return to the Lord, He would not carry out His planned judgment. (TLSB)
      eager to act corruptly. See, e.g., Jer 7:13, 25–26. (CSB)
Rather than repent and seek the Lord’s will, they gave themselves completely over to sin. (TLSB)
They were eager to speed their perverted actions, their infamous deeds. Thus many a godless person refuses to heed the Lord’s call to repentance and deliberately plunges all the more deeply into transgressions of every kind.  (Kretzmann)

3:8 wait. A sarcastic statement to Judah to wait for the threatened catastrophe. (CSB)
Most often, God encourages believers to wait for His salvation (Lm 3:26).  But here the wait is for the day which the Lord will consume the earth.  (TLSB)

      to testify. To lodge accusations (see Ps 50:7)—and then proceed to execute judgments. (CSB)
      I have decided. Or “For I have decided.” The Lord concludes his announcement of judgment with a general declaration of his intent. (CSB)
      the day. The day of wrath (1:15), when God will assemble all people for judgment. (TLSB)
      FIRE OF MY JEALOUS ANGER – Here it used as the act of an arbiter who makes the decision to pass judgment.  God’s fiery anger is to be unleashed against His people, who refused to worship only Him.  Because they ignored the warning of His judgment against the nations, God had no other option.  (Concordia Pulpit Resources – Volume 11, Part 1)  
Verb form can describe a camel growling or a person cursing. (TLSB)

3:1–8 The city of Jerusalem, including its leaders, refuses to return to the Lord. Such impenitence brings upon them God’s day of wrath. These things are meant as a warning for us (1Co 10:6), as Jesus preached, “Repent and believe in the gospel” (Mk 1:15). All who believe in Jesus will escape everlasting punishment. • Lord Jesus, be merciful to me, a sinner, and spare me on the Day of Judgment. Amen. (TLSB)
3:9–20 A three-stanza oracle (vv. 9–13, 14–17, 18–20) announcing redemption that will follow God’s judgment. (CSB)
3:9–13 The Lord gives assurance that the nations will be purified, the scattered remnant restored and Jerusalem purged. (CSB)
3:9 God’s fearful judgment of the nations will effect (or be followed by) their purification so that they will call on his name and serve him. Israel’s God will be acknowledged by the nations, and God’s people will be held in honor by them (cf. vv. 19–20). (CSB)
      THEN – Might also be translated “after that,” meaning “after the coming fire of judgment.”  God will indeed bring about a sudden change, turning or overturning.  (Concordia Pulpit Resources – Volume 11, Part 1)  

NT era. Chemnitz: “He brings in a reference to Christ by repeating preceding prophets” (LTh 2:459). (TLSB)

      LIPS – Might also be considered “language,” as in the “one language” and “common speech” of the tower of Babel.  Zephaniah anticipates a time when fouled and flawed language will be cleansed and corrected and a unified people, with “one shoulder,” evenly balanced and with one accord, will call on the name of the Lord and be saved.  (Concordia Pulpit Resources – Volume 11, Part 1)  

Mouths of former idolaters will resound with praises to the Lord. (TLSB)
3:10 Cush. See NIV text note; the most distant area imaginable. The most widely dispersed will be restored. (CSB)
        My worshipers. Cush is an example of a foreign nation whose people will worship the Lord. Cf Is 19:21. (TLSB)
        bring me offerings. Rather than to Baal and Molech (cf. 1:4–5). (CSB)
They shall offer their bodies as living sacrifices (Rm 12:1). (TLSB)
3:11 no longer be haughty. Pride has no place in the hearts of those whose rebellion has been forgiven. (TLSB)
        me,/because. In the Hebrew, this new line begins the same as the first line of v. 9. Hence it may be better to read: “me./Then.” Thus vv. 9–11a constitute a three-line unit (in Hebrew) and vv. 11b, c–12 a three-line unit. The latter speaks of a purified Jerusalem. Verse 13 is a summary conclusion. (CSB)
        my holy hill. Mount Zion (see Ps 2:6). (CSB)
3:12 MEEK…HUMBLE – The humble trust solely in the Lord for salvation.  (TLSB)

3:13 THE REMNANT OF ISRAEL – This would mean the people of Jerusalem who have survived the catastrophe that God will have brought upon then world and upon Judah.  (Concordia Pulpit Resources – Volume 11, Part 1)  

        no one will make them afraid. Quoted verbatim from Mic 4:4. (CSB)
Believers will have pure speech (v 9); like a flock of sheep, they will enjoy provision and security. (TLSB)
3:9–13 Along with the remnant in Israel, nations from around the world will call on the name of the Lord and serve Him. Once proud and haughty, these people will now praise God because Jesus has paid the price for their rebellious deeds. You and I are part of this great communion of saints. • Lord, help me always praise Your name and find refuge in Your protection. Amen. (TLSB)
3:14–17 Joy in the restored city (in two parts: vv. 14–15 and vv. 16–17)—the prophet’s reassurance (contrast 1:10–13). (CSB)
3:14 Daughter of Zion … of Jerusalem. Personification of Jerusalem and its inhabitants. (CSB)
Citizens of God’s Holy City, the heavenly Jerusalem, the Church (Heb. 12:22)  (TLSB)

 

This is the re-gathered remnant.  There is to be a loud celebration because God has prepared them for rescue and this was a really big deal. The more magnificent the one being praised, the nosier and more enthusiastic will be the rejoicing.  (Concordia Pulpit Resources – Volume 11, Part 1)  

3:15 TAKEN AWAY YOUR PUNISHMENT – The excitement within the faithful remnant feeds upon God’s restoration of His grace-agreement with them.  He has “taken away their punishment,” “dropped  the charges” against them, “commuted their sentence.”  (Concordia Pulpit Resources – Volume 11, Part 1)  

Ezekiel 18:4, “The soul who sins is the one who will die.” 
Romans 6:23, “The wages of sin is death.”  

If the punishment is gone, and if the great enemy, death, has been removed and what remains of it is simply a sleep of the body unto the resurrection, then sin and the guilt associated with it before God must be gone as well.  (PBC)

The Lord has removed every legal accusation against His people (Romans 8:33)  (TLSB)

These were the sentences of condemnation which had rightly been spoken upon her on account of her sins. (Kretzmann)

Notes from Romans 8:33 – BRING ANY CHARGE – Only God himself could bring charges against his elect, but he himself has justified us by the sacrifice of his Son.  The judge is himself the Redeemer!  Because of Christ, our record before God is clean.  We are exonerated. 

This is a legal technical term for bringing a charge against someone.  A scene in the heavenly court is envisioned, where now the Accuser can no longer bring any accusations (Rev. 12:10).  (CC) 

The “elects” innocence and inviolability is grounded in the eternal and unchangeable designs of God.  (Franzmann)

Christians do have enemies who accuse them.  They are all hostile power, as Satan, the world and the flesh.  (Stoeckhardt) 

        your enemy. All those arrayed against Israel. (CSB)
God had used the foreign nations to punish Israel and Judah.  Now he had removed them and there was nothing to fear. When the Lord is once more again worshiped as King in their midst, His people will experience no more evil.  Therefore, they can live without fear.  (Concordia Pulpit Resources – Volume 11, Part 1)  

Sweeping away the world-power which personified all the hostile forces of the world. (Kretzmann)

     The Lord, the King of Israel. See Isa 44:6; see also Introduction to Psalms: Theology. (CSB)
3:16 ON THAT DAY – After the Lord has dropped the charges, no one needs to fear His condemnation.  There  is none.  (Concordia Pulpit Resources – Volume 11, Part 1)  

        do not let your hands hang limp. Do not be discouraged. (CSB)
This would have been a sign of despair.  Since the charges were dropped they could now lift those same hands in praise to God for his great grace and mercy.  They now are extended in service to others.  (Concordia Pulpit Resources – Volume 11, Part 1)  

3:17 HE IS MIGHTY TO SAVE – He and only he has the power to save them.  He is not only capable but also willing.

        HE WILL QUIET YOU WITH HIS LOVE – Jesus soothes the sinner’s guilty and troubled heart. (Concordia Pulpit Resources – Volume 11, Part 1)  

The Lord lives among His people and guarantees their salvation. Luth: “It happens for the righteous that [the Lord] allows them to be attacked, to be molested in various ways, and to be troubled by many evils, so that they be conformed to their King. Yet He adds that feeling of joy, that security of heart, so that all things may become sweeter, so that nothing can separate them from the love of God, Rom 8:39” (AE 18:361). (TLSB)
The second consequence of the removal of sin is that God is present in the midst of His people with His protecting power. He is with them, protecting them from harm, delivering them from evil, quieting and comforting them in their fears and anxieties, and empowering their limp hands to move in service to Him.  Believe it or not, He actually rejoices with songs on His lips because they are living in His presence.  What a glorious revelation of our God!  We are the one who should be filled with joy and singing, because we have the privilege in Christ of living with our God for eternity.  (PBC)

        HE WILL REJOICE OVER YOU – God, too, breaks out in celebration.  He rejoices in the salvation of his people.  (Concordia Pulpit Resources – Volume 11, Part 1)  

3:18–20 Summary announcement of restoration—the Lord’s final assurance. (CSB)
3:18 appointed feasts. See Lev 23. (CSB)
The fall of Jerusalem disrupted the celebration of annual festivals such as the

Passover.  (TLSB)
        I WILL REMOVE FROM YOU – When many Israelites were taken into exile foreigners were imported to fill up the cities.  They would have been a constant problem for those Jews left behind.  This phrase seems to indicate that these foreigners, too, were removed. (Concordia Pulpit Resources – Volume 11, Part 1)  

The Lord will remove from His people anything that oppresses them.  (PBC)

3:19 ALL WHO OPPRESSED YOU – Nations that afflict God’s people. (TLSB)

        WILL GIVE THEM PRAISE – God will cause the lame and outcast believers to express praise rather than to wallow in shame.  (TLSB)

3:20 give you honor and praise. See Ge 12:2–3. (CSB)
        RESTORE YOUR FORTUNES – Yet another use of Hebrew shub. Literally, “return the things turned over (to someone).  So, this is not a request for mere luck.  The idea is closely related to the blessings of the new creation depicted as the new land of Israel (Ezek 47:3-12).  In the NT, restoration describes what God effects through the coming of the messianic kingdom (cf. Mt. 17:11; Acts 1:6; 15:16; 1 Peter 5:10).  (TLSB p. 1080)

The fulfillment of this prophecy is clearly found in the gathering of the Christian Church, its members being called from the various nations of the earth, and the consummation and climax will be reached in the eventual complete deliverance from this present evil world as the Kingdom of Glory opens its portals. (Kretzmann)

3:14–20 Zephaniah urges God’s people to fear no evil but instead to rejoice over their coming salvation. Fear may hinder us from witnessing of God’s love and mercy; how wrong and foolish that would be! God has redeemed us in Christ. He will always be with us, and someday He will take us to the heavenly Jerusalem. • Lord God, make me a bold witness of Your saving power. Amen. (TLSB)
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