ROMANS

Chapter 11

The Remnant of Israel

I ask then: Did God reject his people? By no means! I am an Israelite myself, a descendant of Abraham, from the tribe of Benjamin. ﻿2﻿ God did not reject his people, whom he foreknew. Don’t you know what the Scripture says in the passage about Elijah—how he appealed to God against Israel: ﻿3﻿ “Lord, they have killed your prophets and torn down your altars; I am the only one left, and they are trying to kill me” ? ﻿4﻿ And what was God’s answer to him? “I have reserved for myself seven thousand who have not bowed the knee to Baal.”  ﻿5﻿ So too, at the present time there is a remnant chosen by grace. ﻿6﻿ And if by grace, then it is no longer by works; if it were, grace would no longer be grace.﻿ ﻿7﻿ What then? What Israel sought so earnestly it did not obtain, but the elect did. The others were hardened, ﻿8﻿ as it is written: “God gave them a spirit of stupor, eyes so that they could not see and ears so that they could not hear, to this very day.” ﻿﻿9﻿ And David says: “May their table become a snare and a trap, a stumbling block and a retribution for them. ﻿10﻿ May their eyes be darkened so they cannot see, and their backs be bent forever.” ﻿
11:1 reject. Totally reject. There has always been a faithful remnant among the Jewish people. (CSB)
Greek grammar requires a negative answer.  The idea that God should push aside or repudiate His people is unthinkable (Ps. 94:14; 1 Sam 12:22).  (TLSB)

        TRIBE OF BENJAMIN – He was the beloved son of Jacob and Rachel; Jacob’s only son born in the Promised Land (Gn 35:16-18).  The tribe of Benjamin gave Israel her first king (Paul’s namesake, Saul; 1 Sam 9:1-16) and was regarded highly by the Jews.  Within the borders stood Jerusalem and the temple (jgs 1:21).  To belong to this tribe was a privilege that Paul stresses (Php 3:5).  (TLSB)
11:2 whom he foreknew. See note on 8:29. (CSB)
God chose Israel to be His people through whom He would carry out His saving purpose.  (TLSB)

11:5 remnant. As it was in Elijah’s day, so it was in Paul’s day. Despite widespread apostasy, a faithful remnant of Jews remained. (CSB)
          chosen by grace. The grounds for the existence of the remnant was not their good works but God’s grace. (CSB)
11:7 What Israel sought so earnestly. A righteous standing before God, which eluded the greater part of Israel. (CSB)
          the elect. The faithful remnant among the Jews. (CSB)
          were hardened. Because they refused the way of faith (see 9:31–32), God made them impervious to spiritual truth (see note on Isa 6:10)—a judicial hardening of Israel. (CSB)
11:8 to this very day. The spiritual dullness of the Jews had continued from Isaiah’s day to Paul’s day. (CSB)
11:9–10 The passage from Ps 69:22–23 was probably originally spoken by David concerning his enemies; Paul uses it to describe the results of the divine hardening. (CSB)
Ingrafted Branches

11﻿ Again I ask: Did they stumble so as to fall beyond recovery? Not at all! Rather, because of their transgression, salvation has come to the Gentiles to make Israel envious. ﻿12﻿ But if their transgression means riches for the world, and their loss means riches for the Gentiles, how much greater riches will their fullness bring! ﻿13﻿ I am talking to you Gentiles. Inasmuch as I am the apostle to the Gentiles, I make much of my ministry ﻿14﻿ in the hope that I may somehow arouse my own people to envy and save some of them. ﻿15﻿ For if their rejection is the reconciliation of the world, what will their acceptance be but life from the dead? ﻿16﻿ If the part of the dough offered as firstfruits is holy, then the whole batch is holy; if the root is holy, so are the branches. ﻿17﻿ If some of the branches have been broken off, and you, though a wild olive shoot, have been grafted in among the others and now share in the nourishing sap from the olive root, ﻿18﻿ do not boast over those branches. If you do, consider this: You do not support the root, but the root supports you. ﻿19﻿ You will say then, “Branches were broken off so that I could be grafted in.” ﻿20﻿ Granted. But they were broken off because of unbelief, and you stand by faith. Do not be arrogant, but be afraid. ﻿21﻿ For if God did not spare the natural branches, he will not spare you either. ﻿22﻿ Consider therefore the kindness and sternness of God: sternness to those who fell, but kindness to you, provided that you continue in his kindness. Otherwise, you also will be cut off. ﻿23﻿ And if they do not persist in unbelief, they will be grafted in, for God is able to graft them in again. ﻿24﻿ After all, if you were cut out of an olive tree that is wild by nature, and contrary to nature were grafted into a cultivated olive tree, how much more readily will these, the natural branches, be grafted into their own olive tree! 

11:11 their transgression. The Jews’ rejection of the gospel. make Israel envious. See v. 14; 10:19. (CSB)
11:12 riches for the world. Equivalent to “riches for the Gentiles,” a reference to the abundant benefits of salvation already enjoyed by believing Gentiles, which had come about because of the rejection of the gospel by the Jews. That rejection caused the apostles to turn to the Gentiles (see Ac 13:46–48; 18:6). (CSB)
          their loss. Equivalent to “their transgression” (see note on v. 11), but focusing on the loss that this transgression entailed. (CSB)
          greater riches. See note on v. 15. (CSB)
          their fullness. The salvation of Israel (see vv. 26–27; see also the “fullness [NIV ‘full number’] of the Gentiles,” v. 25). (CSB)
11:13 YOU GENTILES – They were probably the majority in the congregation.  (TLSB)

          apostle to the Gentiles. See 1:5; Ac 9:15; Gal 1:16; 2:7, 9. (CSB)
This was Paul’s call.  (TLSB)
          MY MINISTRY – This is Paul’s apostolic office as Christ’s servant for the Gospel sake (cf 1 Co 3:5; Eph 3:7)  (TLSB)

11:14 SAVE SOME OF THEM – Paul does not envision a mass converstion of the nation of Israel.  This is important for the interpretation of “all Israel” in verse 26. (TLSB)

11:15 their rejection. God’s temporary and partial exclusion of the Jews. (CSB)
Paradoxically, through the Israelites’ rejection of the Messiah, God brought reconciliation (cf 5:10-11; 2 Cor 5:18-20).  However, God’s rejection of unbelieving Israelites was temporary, for some would be accepted through faith and receive a new life to be consumed in the resurrection from the dead (cf  Ezk 37:1-14).  (TLSB)
          reconciliation of the world. Somewhat equivalent to “riches for the world” (see note on v. 12). (CSB)
          life from the dead.† Equivalent to “greater riches” in v. 12. The sequence of redemptive events is: The “transgression” and “loss” (v. 12) of Israel leads to the salvation of the Gentiles, which leads to the jealousy or envy of Israel, which leads to the “fullness” or “full number” (v. 12) of Israel, which leads to even more riches for the Gentiles. But what are the “greater riches” (v. 12) for the Gentiles, which Paul describes here as “life from the dead”? Three views have been suggested: (1) an unprecedented spiritual awakening in the world; (2) the consummation of redemption at the resurrection of the dead; (3) a figurative expression describing the conversion of the Jews as a joyful and glorious event (like resurrection)—which will result in even greater blessing for the world. Of these three views the first seems less likely, since, before Israel’s assumed general spiritual rebirth, the fullness of the Gentiles will already have come in (see v. 25). Since the Gentile mission will then be complete, there seems to be no place for a period of unprecedented spiritual awakening. The third view is also unlikely, since v. 14 speaks specifically of merely “some of them” (Jews) being saved (see note on v. 26). (CSB)
11:16 The first half of this verse is a reference to Nu 15:17–21. Part of the dough made from the first of the harvested grain (firstfruits) was offered to the Lord. This consecrated the whole batch. (CSB)
          firstfruits. The patriarchs. (CSB)
          whole batch. The Jewish people. holy. Not that all Jews are righteous (i.e., saved) but that God will be true to his promises concerning them (see 3:3–4). Paul foresaw a future for Israel, even though she was for a time set aside. (CSB)
          root. The patriarchs. (CSB)
          branches. The Jewish people. (CSB)
11:17 branches. Individual Jews. (CSB)
          wild olive shoot. Gentile Christians. (CSB)
          grafted in. The usual procedure was to insert a shoot or slip of a cultivated tree into a common or wild one. In vv. 17–24, however, the metaphor is used, “contrary to nature” (v. 24), of grafting a wild olive branch (the Gentiles) into the cultivated olive tree. Such a procedure is unnatural, which is precisely the point. Normally, such a graft would be unfruitful. (CSB)
          olive root. The patriarchs. The whole olive tree represents the people of God. (CSB)
11:18 the root supports you. The salvation of Gentile Christians is dependent on the Jews, especially the patriarchs (e.g., the Abrahamic covenant). See Jn 4:22. (CSB)
11:19 Branches. Unbelieving Jews. (CSB)
11:20 be afraid. On the fear of God see note on Ge 20:11; see also Pr 3:7; Php 2:12–13; Heb 4:1, “be careful”; 1Pe 1:17. (CSB)
11:22 kindness and sternness of God.† God’s mercy and justice. (CSB)
11:23 God is able to graft them in again.† Paul holds out this possibility for the Jews—God is able (see Mt 19:26; Mk 10:27; Lk 18:27). (CSB)
11:24 contrary to nature. Paul recognized that such grafting was not commonly practiced (see note on v. 17). The inclusion of Gentiles in the family of God is “contrary to nature” (cf. Eph 2:12). Obviously, the reasoning in this verse is more theological than horticultural. It would be difficult horticulturally to graft broken branches back into the parent tree, but the Jews really “belong” (historically and theologically) to the parent tree. Thus they will “much more readily … be grafted into their own olive tree.” (CSB)
All Israel Will Be Saved 

﻿25﻿ I do not want you to be ignorant of this mystery, brothers, so that you may not be conceited: Israel has experienced a hardening in part until the full number of the Gentiles has come in. ﻿26﻿ And so all Israel will be saved, as it is written: “The deliverer will come from Zion; he will turn godlessness away from Jacob. ﻿27﻿ And this is ﻿ my covenant with them when I take away their sins.” ﻿28﻿ As far as the gospel is concerned, they are enemies on your account; but as far as election is concerned, they are loved on account of the patriarchs, ﻿29﻿ for God’s gifts and his call are irrevocable. ﻿30﻿ Just as you who were at one time disobedient to God have now received mercy as a result of their disobedience, ﻿31﻿ so they too have now become disobedient in order that they too may now  receive mercy as a result of God’s mercy to you. ﻿32﻿ For God has bound all men over to disobedience so that he may have mercy on them all.

11:25 mystery. The so-called mystery religions of Paul’s day used the Greek word (mysterion) in the sense of something that was to be revealed only to the initiated. Paul himself, however, used it to refer to something formerly hidden or obscure but now revealed by God for all to know and understand (see 16:25; 1Co 2:7; 4:1; 13:2; 14:2; 15:51; Eph 1:9; 3:3–4, 9; 5:32; 6:19; Col 1:26–27; 2:2; 4:3; 2Th 2:7; 1Ti 3:9, 16). The word is used of (1) the incarnation (1Ti 3:16; see note there), (2) the death of Christ (1Co 2:1, NIV text note; 2:7, “secret wisdom”), (3) God’s purpose to sum up all things in Christ (Eph 1:9) and especially to include both Jews and Gentiles in the NT church (Eph 3:3–6), (4) the change that will take place at the resurrection (1Co 15:51), and (5) the plan of God by which both Jew and Gentile, after a period of disobedience by both, will by his mercy be included in his kingdom (v. 25). (CSB) 
          so that you may not be conceited. God’s merciful plan to include the Gentiles in his great salvation plan should humble them, not fill them with arrogance. in part. Israel’s hardening is partial, not total. (CSB)

          until. Israel’s hardening is temporary, not permanent. (CSB)
          full number of the Gentiles. The total number of the elect Gentiles. (CSB)
11:26 And so. An emphatic statement that this is the way all Israel will be saved. (CSB) 
          all Israel.† Three main interpretations of this phrase are: (1) the total number of elect Jews of every generation (equivalent to the “fullness” of Israel [v. 12], which is analogous to the “fullness [‘full number’] of the Gentiles” [v. 25]); (2) the total number of the elect, both Jews and Gentiles, of every generation; (3) the great majority of Jews of the final generation. The last interpretation defies Paul’s statement in v. 14 that only “some of them” will be saved. The first two would agree with Paul’s use of the term “Israel” in Gal 6:16 as the believers in the NT era, which harmonizes best with the second interpretation. (CSB)
          will be saved. The salvation of the Jews will, of course, be on the same basis as anyone’s salvation: personal faith in Jesus Christ, crucified and risen from the dead. (CSB)
          The deliverer will come from Zion. The quotation is from Isa 59:20, where the deliverer (“Redeemer”) seems to refer to God. The Talmud understood the text to be a reference to the Messiah, and Paul appears to use it in this way. Zion. See note on Gal 4:26. (CSB)
11:27 covenant. The new covenant of Jer 31:31–34. (CSB)
          when I take away their sins.† See Jer 31:34; Zec 13:1. Just as salvation for Gentiles involves forgiveness of sins, so the Jews, when they are saved, are forgiven by the mercy of God—his forgiveness based only on his grace and the ministry of Jesus. (CSB)
11:28 they are enemies.† As long as they reject the gospel. (CSB)
          on your account. Explained in v. 11. (CSB)
The Jews are objects of God’s hostility as far as the Gospel is concerned because they oppose it.  But in God’s plan this was for the Gentiles’ benefit.  (TLSB)

          loved on account of the patriarchs.† Not because any merit was passed on from the patriarchs to the Jewish people as a whole, but because God in love chose Israel. (CSB)
11:29 God’s gifts and his call are irrevocable.† God does not change his mind with reference to his call. Even though Israel is presently in a state of unbelief, God’s purpose will be fulfilled in all who believe. (CSB)
11:30-31 The experience of the Jews and of the Gentiles are parallel.  Both have received mercy in the face of disobedience.  Because of Israel’s disobedience (1:18-32),  undeserving Gentiles received mercy.  Because of the mercy to the Gentiles, disobedient Jews will receive mercy (cf v. 11) (CSB)  
11:32 all men.† Both groups under discussion (Jews and Gentiles). There has been a period of disobedience for each in order that God may have mercy on both groups. Paul is in no way teaching universal salvation. (CSB)
All people – Jews and Gentiles – are imprisoned in their disobedience, with no possibility of escape unless God in His mercy releases them.  The Formula of Concord says, “We should not reach conclusions about our election to eternal life based on reason or God’s Law…(The true judgment about predestination) must be learned alone from the Holy Gospel about Christ.  (TLSB)

Doxology 

﻿33﻿ Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and ﻿ knowledge of God! How unsearchable his judgments, and his paths beyond tracing out! ﻿34﻿ “Who has known the mind of the Lord? Or who has been his counselor?”  ﻿35﻿ “Who has ever given to God, that God should repay him?” ﻿36﻿ For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be the glory forever! Amen. 

11:33–36† The doxology that ends this section of Romans is the natural outpouring of Paul’s praise to God, whose wisdom and knowledge brought about his great plan for the salvation of both Jews and Gentiles who believe. (CSB)
11:33 OH – This interjection goes as an exclamation with the entire verse.

          THE DEPTH OF THE RICHES – One must indeed wonder at divine wisdom, considering how God has mercy upon the disobedient, how he gathers from the apostate Jews and the Gentiles a people of his own, how he converts some through others, that he uses the faith as well as the unbelief of some to turn salvation towards others, that he maintains so long in spite of the malice of men, until he has carried out his counsel of grace upon his elect.

The store of God’s treasure of wisdom and knowledge is so deep, so great, so profound that man’s searches will never fathom them, will never strike bottom.  
All men end up in beggary (11:32); only God is rich, inexhaustibly rich, rich in kindness and forbearance (2:4), rich in glory (9:23), and the Lord whom He gave to Jew and Greek is rich in His beneficence toward all who call on Him (10:12).  God cannot fail for lack of means in compassing His ends.  God is wise.  He uses all His riches in a sure, astounding governance of history that overawes and humbles men.  (Franzmann) 

          UNSEARCHABLE HIS JUDGMENTS – The judgments of God are merited by men, and the gracious ways of God rest in God himself, in God alone.

Unsearchable – “not to be tracked or followed out” is consistent with the picture in “ways;” even the most skilled of human “trackers” cannot “read God’s sign.”  
“Decrees” is better than “judgments,” as it has to do with “the fixed purposes of divine grace,” the whole plan of salvation.  
          PATHS BEYOND TRACING OUT – The final reason and motives of divine ways, works and decrees are and remain hidden.  We cannot understand for example, why God, who desires the salvation of all, converts some with the same guilt and corruption and gives others into their corrupt mind.  But we should not investigate the cause of discrimination, since God has not revealed it to us.  God wills that I repent daily of my sins, believe in the Lord Jesus for forgiveness, love my neighbor as myself, love God above all else.  That is the revealed will of God.

The apostle Paul sings a great doxology of the wisdom and knowledge of God.  How beyond our ability to grasp are His ways.  God has bestowed on His created humans the precious gift of a rational mind.  We pride ourselves in our ability to analyze and explain many of the phenomena God has put into our world.  We measure accurately time and space and dimensions.  We devise mathematical formulas to explain the relationship of these to each other.  We apply logic to arrive at profound truths concerning our universe.  We have even succeeded in manipulating the genetic code!  (Portals of Prayer – 2/16)
But we are less than infants when it comes to plumbing the “depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God!”  What earthly standard can measure His great love in giving His only Son to dies in the place of His rebellious creatures?  What mathematical formula can explain the new birth in which He re-created us in Holy Baptism?  By what logic does our Lord physically come to us with forgiveness in His Holy Supper?  Can the genetic code reveal “what God has prepared for those who love Him” (1 Corinthians 2:9)?  With the apostle we can only sing, “To Him be the glory forever!”  (Portals of Prayer – 2/16)

The doxological hymn in vv 33–36 concludes Romans 9–11 and introduces the remaining section of Romans, which especially addresses the Christian life. These four verses are the traditional Epistle for Holy Trinity Sunday, rejoicing in the deep and unfathomable mystery of the Godhead. The hymn is introduced by the concluding words of 11:32, “that he may have mercy on all.” The “depths” (bathos) praised here are searched and revealed by the Holy Spirit (1 Cor 2:10; Eph 3:18). (Concordia Pulpit Resources - Volume 24, Part 3)
11:34-35 These three rhetorical questions praise the greatness of God’s mercy toward man. (Concordia Pulpit Resources - Volume 24, Part 3)
11:34 WHO HAS KNOWN THE MIND OF THE LORD – If man had access to the mind of the Lord, if the Lord had called in to take part in his planning, then and only then would man have a right to ask for answers to questions which are too great for him.  A childlike faith which submits and says: “thy will be done” is, indeed, a great gift.

“Who has given Him advice?” Isaiah asked (Is 40:13).  (Franzmann) 

11:35 THAT GOD SHOULD REPAY HIM – No man gives to God, but God gives to man.  God is always the first one to show favors.  Hence we cannot calculate the actions of God on the basis of rewards for good deeds wither.  The point is that man is completely at the mercy of God.  A believer gladly admits this.

No man has ever made God his debtor with a gift.  “Who has given me, that I should repay him? Whatever is under the whole heaven is mine,” the Lord told trembling Job (Job 41:13).  (Franzmann)

11:36 ARE ALL THINGS – All things that happen in the world, particularly all circumstances connected with man’s salvation, have their origin in God, are put into execution by God, and serve the purposes of God.  Even evil things which are not from but, are contrary to God are permitted by him.  He limits them in their influence.  He makes them serve his purpose.  

          TO HIM BE THE GLORY – Instead of trying to penetrate the mysteries of God and to uncover his unsearchable, incomprehensible wisdom, all men, especially all believers, shall bow their knees in praise and adoration and say with the apostle: “To him be glory forever! Amen.

The triune God is the source, mediator, and purpose of all things, for which he receives eternal praise. (Concordia Pulpit Resources - Volume 24, Part 3)
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