FIRST SAMUEL 
Chapter 29
Achish Sends David Back to Ziklag
The Philistines gathered all their forces at Aphek, and Israel camped by the spring in Jezreel. 2 As the Philistine rulers marched with their units of hundreds and thousands, David and his men were marching at the rear with Achish. 3 The commanders of the Philistines asked, “What about these Hebrews?” Achish replied, “Is this not David, who was an officer of Saul king of Israel? He has already been with me for over a year, and from the day he left Saul until now, I have found no fault in him.” 4 But the Philistine commanders were angry with him and said, “Send the man back, that he may return to the place you assigned him. He must not go with us into battle, or he will turn against us during the fighting. How better could he regain his master’s favor than by taking the heads of our own men? 5 Isn’t this the David they sang about in their dances: “ ‘Saul has slain his thousands, and David his tens of thousands’?” 6 So Achish called David and said to him, “As surely as the LORD lives, you have been reliable, and I would be pleased to have you serve with me in the army. From the day you came to me until now, I have found no fault in you, but the rulers don’t approve of you. 7 Turn back and go in peace; do nothing to displease the Philistine rulers.” 8 “But what have I done?” asked David. “What have you found against your servant from the day I came to you until now? Why can’t I go and fight against the enemies of my lord the king?” 9 Achish answered, “I know that you have been as pleasing in my eyes as an angel of God; nevertheless, the Philistine commanders have said, ‘He must not go up with us into battle.’ 10 Now get up early, along with your master’s servants who have come with you, and leave in the morning as soon as it is light.” 11 So David and his men got up early in the morning to go back to the land of the Philistines, and the Philistines went up to Jezreel. 
 
29:1    The Philistines gathered all their forces. The narrative flow broken at 28:2 is resumed. (CSB)
           Aphek. A place in the vicinity of Shunem (28:4), to be distinguished from another place of the same name referred to in 4:1 (see 1Ki 20:26, 30; 2Ki 13:17). (CSB)

29:2    Philistine rulers. See note on 5:8. (CSB)

29:3    I have found no fault in him. David’s tactics described in 27:10–12 were highly successful. (CSB)

29:4    the place you assigned him. See 27:6. (CSB)

[bookmark: _GoBack]           he will turn against us during the fighting. The Philistines had experienced just such a reversal on a previous occasion (see 14:21). (CSB)

29:6    As surely as the LORD lives. See note on 14:39. Achish swears by the God of Israel apparently as a means of proving his sincerity to David.

29:8    But what have I done? David pretends disappointment in order to keep intact his strategy of deception. In reality this turn of events rescued David from a serious dilemma. Why can’t I go and fight against the enemies of my lord the king? David again uses an ambiguous statement (see 28:2). To whom was he referring as “my lord the king”—Achish or Saul or the Lord?

29:9    as an angel of God. A common simile.

29:11    Jezreel. The place of Israel’s camp (see v. 1).
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