GALATIANS

Chapter 5

Freedom in Christ
It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery. 2 Mark my words! I, Paul, tell you that if you let yourselves be circumcised, Christ will be of no value to you at all.  3 Again I declare to every man who lets himself be circumcised that he is obligated to obey the whole law.  4 You who are trying to be justified by law have been alienated from Christ; you have fallen away from grace.  5 But by faith we eagerly await through the Spirit the righteousness for which we hope.  6 For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision has any value. The only thing that counts is faith expressing itself through love. 7 You were running a good race. Who cut in on you and kept you from obeying the truth?  8 That kind of persuasion does not come from the one who calls you.  9 “A little yeast works through the whole batch of dough.”  10 I am confident in the Lord that you will take no other view. The one who is throwing you into confusion will pay the penalty, whoever he may be.  11 Brothers, if I am still preaching circumcision, why am I still being persecuted? In that case the offense of the cross has been abolished.  12 As for those agitators, I wish they would go the whole way and emasculate themselves! 13 You, my brothers, were called to be free. But do not use your freedom to indulge the sinful nature; rather, serve one another in love.  14 The entire law is summed up in a single command: “Love your neighbor as yourself.”  15 If you keep on biting and devouring each other, watch out or you will be destroyed by each other. 

5:1   The first verse of Chapter 5  is a hinge.  It is a hinge that really in a sense reaches back into the argument of Chapters 3 and 4 and then moves us forward into Chapter 5. And in answering what that freedom is that we have in Christ Jesus, we can introduce the themes of Chapter 5.  (Just – V-35)

For freedom Christ has set us free; stand firm therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of slavery. Galatians 5:1 
Israel has an advanced system of communication that enables emergency crews to be located and contacted through their cell phones. 

That's good.

Unfortunately, the ultra-orthodox Jewish community believes operating -- or even answering -- a cell phone on the Sabbath and other religious holidays is work and a violation of their beliefs.

That's not so good.

After all, it's not much help if an emergency crew doesn't respond to emergencies.

Thankfully, Rabbi Levy Yitzhak Halperin has issued a new set of rules that now allow emergency personnel to answer their calls on specially designed telephones.

I'm not exactly sure how the procedure works, but the story from United Press International says the workers have to hold a small metal pin in their teeth and press the phone's buttons with that pin.

I'm sure it works, but it does make for a pretty strange mental picture.

The mental picture created a number of thoughts for me. First, I applauded the faithfulness of the Orthodox. Second, I wished all Christians were equally concerned with their faith and how it reflects itself in their lives.

Most of all, I gave thanks the Savior has set us free from the Law. Jesus' perfect life, His complete obedience to the Father's will, has released us from the curse of the Law.

As our heaven-sent substitute, Jesus has done all that was necessary to forgive our sins, save our souls, and graciously grant us eternal life.

Now, in response to His love, we are free to live our lives in thanksgiving -- not because there is a law to do so. . .

but because it's right and we love to do so.

THE PRAYER: Dear Savior, by grace I am saved through faith. Now, in that freedom, and in all I do, may my life reflect the forgiveness, the joy, and salvation You have given through Your wonderful sacrifice. In Your Name. Amen.

For freedom Christ has set us free; stand firm therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of slavery. Galatians 5:1
One of the most surprising things Pam and I found during out travels to Israel was the special Sabbath elevators. 

All day long they go from the bottom floor to the top floor, from the top floor to the bottom floor. And they open up and stop at every floor in between.

When we first got on such an elevator, we thought some young child had gotten on and pushed all the buttons.

Then we figured out the rule. The Jewish law, halacha, says it is work to push a button on the Sabbath. People are not supposed to work on the Sabbath, so no button pushing is allowed. Those who need an elevator to get back to their condo or apartment have to take the stairs, or wait for someone to push the button for them, or . . . well, there was no other choice. Not until the fellow invented the elevator that stopped on every floor.

Problem solved.

Until recently. Last month a rabbinical ruling came down which said these self-running elevators were also a violation of the law because the weight of the passengers increases the amount of electricity needed to power the lift.

Ninety-nine-year-old Rabbi Yosef Shalom Elyashiv is the scholar who made the controversial decision about elevators. It was not his last. Last September he decreed Jews could not wear Crocs (the shoes) on the Day of Atonement because they were too comfy for this serious day of fasting.

Now I share this not to criticize or disparage. Indeed, on one level I greatly respect any group of people who are so deeply concerned with following their faith and doing right.

On the other hand, I rejoice in the freedom the Savior has given to me and all those who follow Him. Jesus' fulfilling of the laws we have broken has set us free from the condemnation of those laws.

Now, in thanksgiving to the Savior, we are forgiven and saved and freed to live a life of thanksgiving and appreciation.

In short, our lives are no longer lived fulfilling ongoing obligations; they are filled with heartfelt gratitude for our blood-bought, God-given liberty.

THE PRAYER: Dear Lord, once we were under sin's rule and conviction. Now, because of Jesus' perfect life, we have been set free. May the Holy Spirit direct our gladdened hearts to live our days in gratitude and thanks for this divine gift. In Jesus' Name. Amen. 

It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery. Galatians 5:1
There is little chance that most of the Daily Devotion readers are going to eat a meal at the 30-seat Sydney, Australia restaurant: WAFU. 

That may be a good thing.

You see, WAFU's chef, Yukako Ichikawa, has instituted a set of rules which make the restaurant rather unique.

"What kind of rules?" do I hear you ask?

How about rules like this:

• You get a 30 percent discount on your meal if you eat all the food on your plate.

• If you don't eat all the food, with the exception of lemon slices, sushi ginger, and wasabi, the wait staff will tell you to choose another restaurant the next time you're hungry.

• You must eat all your vegetables. WAFU's rules say: ". . . vegetables and salad on the side are not decorations; they are part of the meal, too."

So far, I haven't heard if there is a waiting line to get into WAFU.

Now it's highly unlikely St. Paul was thinking about the rules at WAFU restaurant when he wrote to the church in Galatia. Even so, St. Paul wanted to make sure God's people didn't get caught up in man-made laws.

Please understand that Paul had a high regard for -- and was faithful in -- enforcing the Lord's Ten Commandments. It was man-made rules that caused problems for him and the church in every generation.

You know the kind of rules I'm talking about. They are the kind of rules the Pharisees had unilaterally placed on God's people. They are the kind of rules which keep people away from the Church because they think Christianity can be summed up with the words, "thou shalt not." They are the kind of rules based on tradition and not the Lord's commands. They are the kind of rules from which the Savior's sacrifice has freed us.

It's true. We are freed. Jesus' sacrifice has eliminated the Law's condemnation. We are freed. Not free to sin (Romans 6:1-2), but we are free to glorify God for His great gift of grace as it has been given to us in Jesus.

THE PRAYER: Dear Lord and Savior. Although I cannot fulfill the Law, it sometimes seems easier to live in a world where I'm told just what I can and cannot do. Help me love the freedom of Jesus. Help me love it and live as if it were a precious gift of grace. In Your Name. Amen. 

        freedom.† Emphasized by its position in the Greek sentence. The freedom spoken of here is freedom from the yoke of the law. An alternate translation for the first sentence is: “Christ has completely set us free.” (CSB)
Now, what is it freedom from?  We've seen that in the exegetical section.  This is why it's a pivot.  It's freedom from the law.  We are no longer enslaved to these elemental powers.  These elemental spirits.  These fundamental powers like sin and death and law and flesh. This is what we have been freed from in Christ. And this is the realm.  It's like a kingdom.  We are delivered from slavery.  This is the space created by God who in that space is setting us free by making right what has gone wrong.  That's justification. In other words, you could say freedom is the realm in which justification is happening.  (Just – V-35)

        STAND FIRM – Now, Paul goes on here in this verse.  He says more than simply for freedom Christ has set us free.  He says -- and here is an imperative -- stand firm therefore and do not again submit yourselves to the yoke of slavery.  Now, this is a command.  Stand firm.  This is the language of Jesus.  You know, when you see the Son of Man coming, don't run, but stand firm.  Lift up your heads and look.  Because your salvation is drawing near. When you live in this realm of freedom, stand there.  Stand firm.  Do not budge. And I think he tells you why.  Because you are not to submit.  And that sense of yoke comes from the Gospel.  My yoke is easy, my burden is light.  The yoke of slavery, however, is not easy.  That's what the Pharisees are accused by Jesus of putting on people.  That's what these opponents of Paul have done.  They have put the yoke of the law on them.  And this has submitted them into a state of slavery.  (Just – V-35)

        burdened. In classical Greek the verb meant “to be caught or entangled in.” (CSB)
        yoke of slavery. The burden of the rigorous demands of the law as the means for gaining God’s favor—an intolerable burden for sinful man (see Ac 15:10–11). (CSB)
Freedom or slavery.  Those are the choices.  And they are not a choice that we can make.  Freedom is something that we can't choose.  God chooses it for us.  Slavery we can choose.  And the Galatians who were pagans lived in the slavery of unbelief.  In the slavery of sin.  Do they now want to exchange that for a slavery of circumcision, a slavery of living under the law, of having to make oneself right with God by their works?  If you have been set free by the Gospel of Jesus Christ, why don't you want to live in that freedom, in that space where God is continually setting you free?  And so what is going to happen now in the next two chapters is Paul is going to describe daily life looks like in a world that has been set free through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  (Just – V-35)

5:2-12   Now, starting in Verse 2 through Verse 12, Paul is going to throw a lot of impressive images at us.  He's going to use images that are very common to life.  And that's good.  That's a good preacher.  These are images that anybody can identify with.  For example in Verse 4 he's going to talk about losing our footing.  Falling.  And you know how when you're falling, you lose sense of reality.  He's going to say:  Don't do that.  Christ will ground you.  In Verse 7 he's going to talk about running a race.  That's a very common image in Paul.  In Verse 9 he's going to talk about leaven and that's very common in the gospels particularly in the teaching of Jesus.  And he's talking about now a world that is post cross, post resurrection.  And post law.  That if the law has in fact been brought to fulfillment in Christ, then Christ is what defines the world, not the law.  (Just – V-37)

5:2    circumcised. As a condition for God’s acceptance. (CSB)
So look at how he begins this section. He says:  Look. You know, another imperative.  I, Paul, am saying this to you.  If you accept circumcision -- and I think the one to translate this is if you make circumcision the center of your reality, then Christ avails you nothing. Now, these are high stakes.  You can either go with Christ.  Or you can go with circumcision.  If you're going to define your world, if your realistic life in the future is going to be defined by circumcision then Christ is out of the picture.  He avails you nothing.  Yeah, this translation says:  Christ will be of no advantage to you.  Now, those are high stakes.  And he is saying very clearly that there's two ways here.  And then in Verse 3, he continues this.  He says:  I am testifying to you that everyone who accepts circumcision, then he is obligated to keep, to do, the whole law.  (Just – V-37)

        CHRIST WILL BE OF NO VALUE TO YOU – Paul is profoundly moved, and in great zeal and fervor of the Spirit he speaks sheer thunderbolts against the Law and against circumcision. In his anger over the great wickedness of it all, the Holy Spirit wrests such passionate words out of him, as though he were saying: “Behold, I, Paul, etc. I, I say, who know that I have the Gospel, not from men but through the revelation of Jesus Christ; I, who know for certain that I have a divine commandment and authority to teach and define doctrine—I announce to you a judgment that is indeed new but is sure and true, namely, that if you receive circumcision, Christ will simply be of no advantage to you.” This is a very harsh judgment when Paul says that receiving circumcision is the same as making Christ null and void—not indeed simply in Himself but for the Galatians, who were deceived by the tricks of the false apostles into believing that in addition to faith in Christ circumcision was necessary for believers, and that without it they could not obtain salvation. (Luther)
5:3    obligated to obey the whole law. The OT law is a unit; submission to it cannot be selective. (CSB)
Old pastor on death bed – “would care more.”

Now, this is a truth that we have seen before.  This is the way it is.  You can't just pick and choose in the law.  If you're going to go with the law, you've got to go with the whole thing.  If you join the Mafia, you're in it for life.  That's just the way it is. And I think he's saying a truth here that flies in the face of what the opponents are saying.  You can pick and choose.  Pick the laws you want.  We'll give you the ones we think are absolutely necessary.  You don't have to worry about those other things.  But Paul says no.  You go into prison, you know, debtor's prison, you're never going to get out.  This is where they lock the door and throw away the key.  

Now, that's just the way it is.  And he said that's reality.  That's a realistic statement to you about the future if you go the way of circumcision.  (Just – V-37)

5:4    TRYING TO BE JUSTIFIED BY LAW – Here Paul expounds himself by showing that he is not speaking simply about the Law or about the act of circumcision but about the confidence or presumption of justification through it, as though he were saying: “I do not condemn circumcision or the Law as such. I am permitted to eat, drink, and associate with Jews in accordance with the Law; I am permitted to circumcise Timothy,﻿ etc. What I do condemn is the desire to be justified through the Law, as though Christ had not yet come or as though, while present, He were not able to justify by Himself. This is being severed from Christ. Therefore he says: “You are severed”; that is, “You are Pharaohs, namely, free of Christ.﻿ Christ has stopped being and working in you. You have no more of the knowledge, the Spirit, the attitude, the favor, the freedom, the life, and the working of Christ. You are utterly separated from Him, so that He has no more dealings with you or you with Him.” (Luther)

         fallen away from grace.† They have renounced God’s promises of forgiveness by grace through faith and have thereby placed themselves outside the scope of divine favor, because attempting to gain God’s favor by observing the law and receiving it by grace are mutually exclusive (see 2Pe 3:17). (CSB)
But then he keeps going on.  In Verse 4 he says this:  You are severed from Christ.  You who want to be declared righteous by the law.  You have fallen away from grace. Now, I think that language of severed from Christ is the language of circumcision.  If you cut off the foreskin of the flesh, you have cut yourself off from Christ.  If that's the way you want to be justified.  And if you are, you are losing your footing in Christ.  You're falling away from Christ.  (Just – V-37)
Now, that's a frightening thing.  I don't know if you know this but there are three things in the world that are usually thought of as being places where Satan can be located.  Darkness, total darkness, lack of any differentiation.  You know, that's complete nothingness, that's Satan.  Snakes.  You feel a snake.  Nothing feels like a snake.  That's why Satan is represented by a snake.  And then falling, you know, when you fall, you're out of touch with reality. If you lose Christ, if you sever yourself from Christ, you're out of touch with reality.  You know, gravity -- you're afraid.  That's a frightening thing.  That's why we say that we fall in love.  We lose touch with reality when we fall in love.  I mean, that is true.  But if you fall away from Christ, you are not in reality.  And if you go with the law, you are severing yourself from Christ.  So you're not in touch with reality.  You can see that Paul is really making a point of what is true life like.  What is real life like in Christ.  (Just – V-37)

5:5    the righteousness for which we hope.† A reference to God’s final verdict of “not guilty,” assured presently to the believer by grace through faith, a gift of God (Eph 2:8–9), accomplished by the Holy Spirit through word and sacrament. This is one of the few eschatological statements in Galatians. (CSB)
And here he's going to speak to them very, very directly.  He says:  For through the Spirit by faith we, ourselves, eagerly await the hope of righteousness.  (Just – V-37)

Now, this is a phenomenal statement.  One is because it's the only occurrence in Galatians of hope.  And hope is always the future reality.  That's why we talk about realistic things in the future.  And it's the hope of righteousness.  The hope where righteousness now comes to its complete fulfillment.  If you want to see kind of real life brought to its final end, this is talking about heaven, it's talking about where we're with Christ completely, then you live by the Spirit by faith.  Not by works of the law.  But by the Spirit by faith. Now, this is a profound statement.  That we do look forward to that fulfillment when all things are right in Christ.  And there is no barrier because of sin or because of the virus that has infected us, death in those kind of things.  We live fully in Christ when we realize the hope of where everything now is made right.  And there is no wrong.  (Just – V-37)

5:6    neither circumcision nor uncircumcision has any value. See v. 2; 2:21; 6:15; 1Co 7:19. (CSB)
And that gives birth to the statement we've talked about already.  For in Christ Jesus, notice that in Christ Jesus.  In connection with Christ.  You know, that's that baptismal language when you are in Christ Jesus and he is in you.  Circumcision isn't an issue.  Uncircumcision isn't an issue.  What's an issue is how faith is actively expressing itself in love. Why is that? Because Christ is in you.  And his love is now in the world through you. That's what your faith does.  Is it embodies Christ.  And his love.  So that you're showing actively in your person Christ's faithfulness unto death and your faith in Christ.  And you're showing it in expressions of love.  Now, remember love is charity.  Love is giving.  Love is gift and forgiveness and mercy and compassion.  That's the life of Christ.  That's what the Christian is in the world.  That is what faith is.  Simply being Christ in the world.  (Just – V-37)

        faith expressing itself through love. Faith is not mere intellectual assent (see Jas 2:18–19) but a living trust in God’s grace that expresses itself in acts of love (see 1Th 1:3). (CSB)
5:7    were running a good race. Before the Judaizers hindered them. Paul was fond of depicting the Christian life as a race (see, e.g., 2:2; Php 2:16).

Now, Paul builds on that.  This is the realm now that you live.  And you're the Christ in the world.  How does the world see Christ in you?  And so he goes on. He says:  You were running well.  Who has prevented you from being persuaded by the truth of the Gospel or literally obeying the truth of the Gospel.  You know here is that race imagery.  The truth is the Gospel.  Obeying the Gospel.  Obeying the truth.  
Who has prevented you?  The opponents have.  They are the ones that are keeping you from running the race well. (Just – V-37)

         WHO CUT IN ON YOU – Literally, “cut in front of,” to break a runner’s stride and impede progress.  The Judaizers in effect tripped the Galatians.  (TLSB)

5:8    persuasion. By the Judaizers. (CSB)
He says in Verse 8:  The one who is persuading you is not the one who called you.  Who is persuading you?  The opponents.  They are great rhetoricians.  But they are not the ones who have called you. And what they have done. (Just – V-37)

5:9    A proverb used here to stress the pervasive effect of Judaism. When the word “yeast” in the Bible is used as a symbol, it indicates evil or false teaching (see note on Mk 8:15), except in Mt 13:33. (CSB)
Verse 9, Says they have infected the whole lump with a little leaven.  And that leaven is the law.  You put a little law in -- it's like being a little bit pregnant.  It doesn't work.  A little law, the whole thing is law.  You can't just do a little bit of it, it's all or nothing. Now, you can see here where Paul is again being polemical with them because he wants to make his point.  (Just – V-37)
5:10   CONFIDENT IN THE LORD – It is as though Paul were saying: “I have warned, encouraged, and rebuked you enough, if you will only listen. Yet I have confidence in you through the Lord.” Here the question arises whether Paul did right in saying that he had confidence in the Galatians, especially since Sacred Scripture forbids confidence in men (Ps. 118:8). Both faith and love have confidence, but their objects are different. Faith has confidence in God; therefore it cannot be deceived. Love has confidence in men; therefore it is often deceived. (Luther)

           YOU WILL TAKEN NO OTHER VIEW – “Namely, no other view of doctrine and of faith than the one you have heard and learned from me; that is, I am confident that you will not accept another doctrine, one that differs from mine.” (Luther)

           THROWING YOU INTO CONFUSION… WILL PAY – This is a verse in which he's talking about the future for the Galatians, the power of Christ to shape their future.  And that the power of Christ is greater than the teacher's persuasion.  This is what he says:  I have confidence in you in the Lord.  In the Lord.  Confidence.  Here Paul is being the pastor.  Showing them:  I have confidence in you.  That you will take no other view than mine.  Because that's the Scriptures.  Because I represent Christ.  And because you know -- you know -- that I am speaking the truth. And he says this:  And the one -- and he is speaking here of one person -- the one who is troubling you, the leader of these opponents, he will bear the judgment.  Whoever he might be.  Paul doesn't even want to name them.  Everybody knows who he is.  But Paul is not even going to give this man the respect to name him.  The one who is troubling you, perverting the Gospel for you.  The one who is causing you such anxiety.  Who is actually making you doubt your faith, he is going to bear the judgment of the Lord if he continues to do this.  And you know who he is.  (Just – V-37)

5:11    Brothers. See note on 1:2. (CSB)
          offense of the cross. See Ro 9:32–33; 1Co 1:23. (CSB)
Paul wants to try everything to call the Galatians back; therefore he now argues on the basis of his own example. He says: “I have brought upon myself the bitterest hatred and the persecution of the high priests, of the elders of the people, and of my entire nation, because I deny that circumcision brings righteousness. If I attributed righteousness to circumcision, the Jews would not only not lie in ambush for me but would even praise and love me extravagantly. But now, because I preach the Gospel of Christ and the righteousness of faith, together with the abrogation of the Law and of circumcision, I suffer persecution. On the other hand, in order not to have to bear the cross and the bitter hatred of the Jewish people, the false apostles preach circumcision; in this way they curry the favor of the Jews and keep them as their friends.” Similarly he says in the sixth chapter (v. 12): “They would compel you to be circumcised, etc.” In addition, they would like to bring it about that there be no dispute at all, but only peace and harmony, between Gentiles and Jews. But it is impossible for this to happen except at the cost of the doctrine of faith, which is the doctrine of the cross and is full of stumbling blocks. (Luther)
5:12   emasculate themselves.  The Greek word means “to cut off,” or castrate.”  In Phil 3:2 Paul uses a related word to describe the same sort of people as “mutilators of the flesh.”  His sarcasm is evident.  (CSB)
Some see an allusion t the cult of Cybele, which originated in Pessinus in Galatia.  Devotees of the goddess practiced sacred castration.  Paul’s blunt language revealed the emotional intensity of his disgust.  (TLSB)

And then perhaps the famous statement -- and this is one that I always tell young preachers.  Don't imitate Paul here. Paul -- and it's a wish. He says:  I wish that those who are troubling, unsettling you, that they would -- and the translation here is emasculate themselves.  It really is castrate themselves. Now, that's pretty strong words.  And I think the image here is intended to be graphic obviously.  But really the image is an image of paganism.  Bear with me.  I'm just trying to explain what Paul is saying. Paul is saying that when you have the knife and you're about ready to do circumcision, to cut off that foreskin, he says:  I wish that the knife would slip and it would castrate you.  Not you, the Galatians.  But the opponents would castrate themselves. Now, castration is what pagan priests do.  Jews, as you know, castration is a great sign of uncleanness, of unholiness.  And Paul is saying if you go the route of circumcision, that is like castration among the pagan priests.  If you go that route, you are no different than a pagan.  (Just – V-37)

Now, do you see what Paul is saying?  This is not only graphic image.  Bloody image.  Very brutal image.  But the point is -- and they would have picked this up -- that if you begin to use the flesh, circumcision, dead foreskins as a means of making yourself right with God, then you are no different than a pagan priest who castrates himself so that he might be able to offer sacrifices to idols in the temple. Paul is a equating his opponents with pagan priests in the most graphic of ways.  Do you think Paul is upset here?  I think he's very upset.  And I think he's showing very clearly that he is not going to shrink from any kind of image that indicates that the Gospel, the truth of the Gospel, is at stake.  And he wants them to see that ultimately to be a Christian is to be someone who is completely and totally committed to the truth of that Gospel.  (Just – V-37)

5:13    do not use your freedom to indulge the sinful nature. See Ro 6:1; 1Pe 2:16. Liberty is not license but freedom to serve God and each other in love. (CSB)
Now, if you look with me at the text, you will see that in Verse 13 there is an implied imperative:  Do not allow, you know, the flesh to become a military base of operations.  There's in a sense an imperative there.  It's implied.  But we have to add it in the English. And then you can see:  But become slaves.  See that?  Become servants to one another through love.  And then love one another in Verse 14.  And that's in the future.  But you know that the future is the most intensive sort of imperative command. Then Verse 15:  Look.  You know, look -- or do not look out.  And in Verse 16:  Walk around in the Spirit.  And then you can see following that in Verses 17 and following the imperatives end. But we begin to see this section of exhortation.  In which Paul is commanding them to live like Christ.  (Just – V-38)

Because he is introducing a new concept here.  And that's a very important thing to see at the end of a letter when a new concept comes in.  Because it obviously is something we should be alerted to.  And the concept now is flesh.  Now he's used the word flesh before.  But it's always been kind of a synonym for circumcision.  But now he's talking about flesh as a power.  He's going to talk about being under the power of the flesh. And here he's talking about it as a super human power in which sin is at work in us.  And this is in a sense when he's using the word flesh now, he's talking about the former life in paganism.  (Just – V-38)

And that expression that you have there, a military base of operations, is a brilliant one.  Because that's exactly what that word means.  And remember, we said the recipients of this letter are soldiers. So they are going to be in a context now where they understand this. And just think of that metaphor here.  You know, don't create a camp now in your congregation where the flesh is going to run wild.  Don't return now to what you were before. Now, it's interesting because he's going to explain this as this text unfolds.  And again, it's one of those Pauline arguments that to a certain extent is somewhat subtle.  But once you get underneath it, you can see how devastating it is going to be to his opponents.  Because what Paul is going to be doing here is he's going to be equating the life of the flesh, namely, in sin with all its vices, to a life living under the law with all its righteousness as being equivalent. And I think when we get to the point where we see the catalog of virtues and vices, we'll be able to see how clearly Paul is contrasting the Christian way of life, the life in which the great fruits of the Spirit, love, joy, peace, et cetera, in a congregation where you can see Christ is formed in them.  And they are at peace with one another.  And in a sense at peace with God, even though they may be at odds with the world.  That's going to be contrasted to a congregation that is marked by this flesh where they have actually allowed their congregation to be a place where the flesh runs wild.  (Just – V-38)

Now, look at how he starts.  And you can see that this is so real.  This is something that we can -- we can identify with.  And remember, as we read these words now, that this is pastoral guidance.  And what Paul is talking about is what is daily life like now in a world in which God in Christ is making right what has gone wrong.  And he's also talking about it as daily life in wartime where there are these battles between flesh and Spirit.  Between faith and the law.  (Just – V-38)

And this is -- what he's doing, let's put it this way -- and this is why it's pastoral.  This is how I would define pastoral at least in this context.  Paul is providing them a map of the world in which they really live.  The real world.  The real world where the real presence of Jesus Christ is there by the Spirit. A real world that God has made by sending Christ and his Spirit into the world.  Remember, God sent his Son into the world.  God send the Spirit of his Son.  That's the real world Paul is talking about.  And he's going to describe this real world as saw in the opening comments in 5 and 6 as the new creation from 6:15.  That's what the real world it.  It's the new creation.  (Just – V-38)

And so he begins.  And this is a -- like I said, this is a turning point here.  Although you can hear the echo back to Verse 1 of this chapter.  He begins by saying.  For you were called to freedom brethren.  And that's that realm of freedom.  Remember freedom, freedom in the Gospel.  Freedom in Christ.  Freedom from the law. But then he says and you can see when people are freed from the law, they can become, you know, kind of libertized I think is the word that's oftentimes used.  But they can resort to sin in the flesh because they feel they have this freedom. So he says:  For you were called to freedom, brethren.  But do not allow this freedom to become a military base of operations for the flesh.  Don't let the flesh now run wild just because you're free in the Gospel.  And you can hear this echo in Romans.  You know, Romans 6.  Where you know shall we sin so that grace may abound.  You can see the same sort of thing is going on there.  (Just – V-38)

And now he then gives I think the essence of what the life of Christ is like.  But serve one another.  And here is the word for servant.  ***Duleo.  Serve one another through love as Christ served us through the cross. Now, this is the language the Son of Man did not come to be served but to serve and to give his life as a ransom for many.  This is the language of atonement.  And we serve one another.  And we're going to see how he's going to describe how that is.  Love your neighbor as yourself.  Bear each other's burdens and thus fulfill the law of Christ. This is how we serve one another. Now, this is the antidote for the flesh.  Serving one another in love.  Love is the antidote for the flesh.  And you can see now that love is going to be the answer throughout.  (Just – V-38)

5:14    entire law is summed up. Doing to others what you would have them do to you expresses the spirit and intention of “the Law and the Prophets” (Mt 7:12; cf. Mk 12:31). (CSB)
For the whole law, ***nomas -- okay.  This is the law that Paul has been talking about -- is brought to its perfect completion or fulfillment.  Is brought to its end.  To what it was intended to be in one word.  And in one word.  It's not one word.  It's a saying.  one saying from Scripture.  And this is Leviticus 19:18:  You shall love your neighbor as yourself.  Now this future indicative is the strongest kind of imperative.  This is not an option. If you are in Christ, if you are baptized, you love your neighbor as yourself.  Because Christ loved us, his neighbors, to the point of death, even death on the cross.  (Just – V-38)

Now, here you can see that the law is good.  The law as it is fulfilled in Christ in love is what the law was intended to be from the beginning.  It's only as we -- remember back when Paul said why then the law?  It was only on account of transgression transgression that the law becomes bad, shows us our sin, keeps us from sinning.  But the law itself is a good thing.  In Christ.  In the cross.  In love.  In its fulfillment on the cross.  Those of us who have been as Paul says co-crucified with Christ.  Christ living in us.  I'm just echoing Paul in Chapter 2.  Christ living in us, we living in him.  The life I now live in the flesh.  It's Christ's life.  And that's a life of love. So the law is not a burden now.  It's not something that condemns me.  The law shows me how I can love my neighbor as Christ loved my neighbor.  How I can serve my neighbor in love.  (Just  - V-38)
5:15  biting and devouring each other.  Opposite of vv13-14.  Seeking to attain status with God and man by mere observance of law breeds a self-righteous, critical spirit. (CSB)
A vicious dogfight to the death, animals snapping at one another with bared fangs, portrays the ugliness of bitter partisan strife in the congregation.  (TLSB)
And then Paul can't help himself.  Because he knows that there are other things going on.  And here in Verse 15 right after this really kind of sublime theology in which you can see how justification and sanctification are together in Christ.  Not separated.  But joined together in Christ.  Paul speaks in Verse 15 of what Pharisaical behavior, of what life under the law is like.  And he says -- and this is very sharp.  But if you bite and devour one another -- look at the language there.  You can also -- it's very, very graphic.  If you bite and devour one another, watch out.  Look out lest you are not consumed by one another. And that's what happens in Pharisaical behavior when you're living according to the law.  People are measuring themselves according to the law.  And that causes this kind of disruption.  And I think this idea of being consumed by one another, you can see in any kind of a culture where the law is the way of life that it creates this kind of enmity between people.  (Just – V-38)

I think we can all identify with this.  Think of a classroom where people are extremely competitive.  How that can create a tremendous amount of anxiety of people biting and consuming one another over the competition over standards like that. There's only one standard we're going to see.  And that is the standard of love. This is perhaps the most important section for the last two chapters that really sets the tone for what's going to happen.  We've anticipated it in the first 12 verses.  But as Paul is want to do, he eases us into the argument.  And then he gives us the punch.  And here is the punch.  (Just – V-38)

So just to very briefly summarize here, we are freed from the cursing law.  We are freed from sin.  We are freed from the elements of the cosmos.  And now Paul says we are free from the flesh.  But in that freedom, don't let the flesh take over.  Because the flesh destroys community life.  Instead, serve one another in love as Christ served us by giving up his life for his neighbors on the cross.  (Just – V-38)

Life by the Spirit 
16 So I say, live by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the sinful nature.  17 For the sinful nature desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the sinful nature. They are in conflict with each other, so that you do not do what you want.  18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under law. 19 The acts of the sinful nature are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery;  20 idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions  21 and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like. I warn you, as I did before, that those who live like this will not inherit the kingdom of God. 22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,  23 gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law.  24 Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the sinful nature with its passions and desires.  25 Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit.  26 Let us not become conceited, provoking and envying each other.
5:16-24   And I think you're going to see here in the way in which Paul is presenting the argument that if we just twist his words a little bit and actually look at these as the ancient world perhaps would have as catalog of vices and virtues, then I think we're going to miss the point. This isn't about moral behavior.  That is not what Paul is talking about.  Even though it might give birth to behavior that is moral.  But he is talking about what is it that constitutes a community in Christ.  And he's talking about really in many ways how a community is formed in Christ. This is the language that Paul has been using throughout this epistle.  And here he is now giving concrete expressions of it.  (Just – V-39)

But real life, real life is found when Christians gather together around the real presence of Jesus Christ.  Where his love is being giving as a gift in Word and sacrament to the people of God.  That's why this is to be understood at a sermon in a liturgical context.  In which Christ is being given as gift.  And his love is being spread among the members as they commune with him and his body, his bodily presence.  In the hearing of the word and the receiving of the Holy Supper.  (Just – V-39)

Now, for Paul, that's real life.  And that creates community.  And that community has certain characteristics.  And what he does here very simply is says that this community is a community in which the Spirit is alive and well.  The communities that are not of the Spirit are communities of the flesh.  Or as we're going to see, communities of the law.  But for Paul a community of the flesh and a community of the law are one and the same thing.  Now let's see if we're going to find that in the text.  (Just – V-39)

5:16    live by.† Present tense of the imperative mood—“go on living” (used of habitual conduct). Living by the promptings and power of the Spirit is the key to conquering sinful desires (see v. 25; Ro 8:2–4). (CSB)
Look at how Paul begins in Verse 16  of this second section of this pastoral, very pastoral part of Chapter 5.  He says in Verse 16:  But I say -- and I'm going to translate this literally because I love the word -- walk around in the Spirit.  And so do not bring to completion the impulsive desires of the flesh. Now, I've taken a little liberty there with that word.  We would have simply translated that as desires.  But it's impulsive desires.  It's a desire that we cannot help.  And what he's saying is daily conduct in the Galatian congregation, in a Christian congregation, that is formed in Christ by his Spirit is a community in which the Spirit reigns.  Because of the divine invasion, this Apocalyptic invasion of the son into the cosmos in the incarnation and his Spirit that comes along with him and now reigns in the church by which he is present in the church.  (Just – V-39)

That is what constitutes the Christian community.  And so if you are -- if you are walking in the Spirit and you are -- this is -- you know this is how you have to translate this -- walk around in the Spirit.  And you are.  Then you will not -- you will not bring to completion the impulsive desire of the flesh.  Now, that's hard for us.  Because we do.  We do sin.  The impulsive desire of the flesh sometimes gets a hold of us.  And when that happens to a Christian, it's always a great tragedy.  Paul is going to actually refer to this in the next chapter.  So we'll wait for him to talk about what happens when the impulsive desire of the flesh breaks out in a Christian community.  But here he's talking in general terms.  Walk around in the Spirit and so do not bring to completion the impulsive desire of the flesh.  (Just – V-39)

5:17    in conflict with each other. See Ro 7:15–23; 1Pe 2:11. (CSB)
And here is why.  Verse 17  states is very, very clearly. And I want you to see now that we have two orbs of power:  Flesh and Spirit.  They are at war with one another.  They are fighting one another.  These are two supra human Apocalyptic powers that are in this war of liberation.  And I haven't used this language yet but I'm going to now.  I think one of the ways Paul is portraying this war is in this way:  When you're baptized, you become a foot soldier on the front line of this Apocalyptic battle.  Now, oftentimes we think it's the flesh that's desiring war on the Spirit.  But it's just the other way around.  (Just – V-39)

It's the Spirit that's declaring war on the flesh.  The flesh has it all.  The flesh is in control of the world.  It's having a grand time.  But it's the invasion of the Son to come in and take on the flesh.  It's the invasion of the Spirit into us that changes us.  And we are now by the Spirit there on the front lines of the Apocalyptic war fighting that war by the Spirit in Christ, clothed in Christ, with his Apocalyptic armor on us.  It's not our armor. Remember what Paul says later on:  we have the breast plate of righteousness, et cetera, et cetera.  You know the helmet of salvation.  We're out there fighting the battle in Christ.  And we're doing it because that's who we are.  That's who we have become in baptism.  (Just – V-39)

And so this -- I think this sense of Apocalyptic war are is very much here.  And these soldiers, these Galatian soldiers would get it.  They know what war is like.  But this is a war unlike any war they've fought.  This is a cosmic war.  This is a war that Christ fought on the cross against Satan.  Killed him.  But he triumphed.  He triumphed in his weakness just as Paul preached the Gospel in his weakness.  It's one of my favorite images from the fathers.  You probably know that Christ was crucified naked on the cross.  And the fathers say that they are in his nakedness, in his weakness, in his shame and humiliation,  he despoiled the principalities and powers of this world.  He conquered them in his nakedness. Now, that's the images Paul wants us to have in our minds as he goes forward here.  (Just – V-39)

Now, look at what he says in Verse 17.  He says very clearly here:  For the desires of the flesh, the impulsive desires of the flesh, are against the Spirit and the desires of the Spirit are against the flesh.  Now, see, they are at war with one another.  These evil desires and the Spirit.  And then he goes on:  For these are opposed to each other to keep you from doing the things you want to do. Now, does that sound like Romans 7?  The things I don't want to do, I do and -- you know, this is Romans 7.  Here Romans 7 is a sense of kind of expanding this. (Just – V-39)
Here you can see that the war between the evil desires in the flesh and the Spirit begin with the Galatian’s baptism.  And as I said, the Spirit is declaring war.  And we are from the moment we are baptized engaged in a war that is -- that is painful. This is something that I think a lot of people don't recognize when people are newly baptized. They think that their life is going to be better. That things -- now that they are in Christ, everything is going to be good. And oftentimes and pastors I think can testify to this.  When a person is baptized, all of a sudden things seem to go back for them.  That Satan is out after them.  And pastors and congregations need to support them fully.  I mean, it is an extraordinary thing. Because once these people have been snatched out of the kingdom of Satan. He's angry. And he's going after them.  And as I said, they are soldiers on the front line of the Apocalyptic war now.  And Satan is there trying to win them back.  So the imagery here is very, very powerful.  And I think you can see that it's not -- it's not easy.  We need Christ.  We cannot do it on our own.  And we certainly can't do it by means of our works.  (Just – V-39)

5:18    led by the Spirit. See Ro 8:14. (CSB)
If you are led by the Holy Spirit, you are not under the law but rather in sync with it. Paul explains that the Christian’s life will always be a pitched battle.  There is an ongoing conflict between what the rebellious old Adam wants to do contrary to God’s will and what the new man, guided by the Spirit, wants to do in accordance with God’s will. (PBC)

           not under law. Not under the bondage of trying to please God by minute observance of the law for salvation or sanctification (see note on Ro 6:14). (CSB)
Now, look at what he says in Verse 18.  And here he's now -- he's now going to move forward towards the catalog of vices.  If you are led by the Spirit, and you are -- you always have to add that.  And you are.  Then you are not under the power of the law. Now, this may not surprise you.  But it does me now.  Because he hasn't mentioned law up until this point.  Now it's under the power of the law.  Before it was flesh.  But now it's law.  And look at what he does then in 19:  For the works of the flesh are evident.  Now, these works of the flesh I'm going to get to in a minute.  But before we go there, I want to make a comment about what Paul is doing.  (Just – V-39)

5:19–21    For other lists of vices see 1Co 6:9–10; Eph 5:5; Rev 22:15. (CSB)
Paul names 15 crass sins and ends the series by adding “and the like.”  He could no doubt have named more.  And for that matter, a shorter list would have been just as incriminating.  The point is that nothing good comes from our old, sinful nature.  (PBC) 

A careful look at the placement of semicolons in the NIV translation indicates that the translators have attempted to group the vices.  Sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery” are sins against the Sixth Commandment.  “Idolatry and witchcraft” are infractions of the First and Second Commandments.  “Hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions and envy” are sins against the neighbor, essentially breaking the Fifth Commandment.  “Drunkenness” and “orgies” lump together all manner of intemperance.  (PBC) 

It is important to keep in mind that Christ died also for sins like those on Paul’s list.  The apostle is not saying they are unforgivable.  After all, in their pagan past the Galatians had done all of them.  Paul previously had to preach against such wickedness in their lives.  Forgiven of their past, the Galatians, however, dare not blithely return to their pet sins.  They know from Paul’s gospel that God’s Son came down from heaven to give his life as a ransom for sin.  If God is that serious about sin, how can the Galatians, or we, carelessly continue in a sinful lifestyle?  That would be a contradiction in terms.  (PBC)

Paul is not speaking of individual lapses into sin that the Christian repents of and receives forgiveness for.  Paul is speaking of a pattern, a consistent and persistent lifestyle.  The original Greek makes that plain.  Literally Paul says, “Those continuing to do things of that sort will not inherit the kingdom of God.”  (PBC) 

Germany and Ascension Day and men’s drunkenness – NO Mardi Gras
5:19   ACTS OF THE SINFUL NATURE ARE OBVIOUS – This passage is rather similar to the statement of Christ (Matt. 7:16–17): “You will know them by their fruits. Are grapes gathered from thorns, or figs from thistles? So every sound tree bears good fruit, but the bad tree bears evil fruit.” (Luther)

5:20   WITCHCRAFT – Among the works of the flesh Paul numbers sorcery, which, as everyone knows, is not a work caused by the desires of the flesh but is an abuse or imitation of idolatry. Witchcraft makes a pact with demons, while superstition or idolatry makes a pact with God, though with a false god rather than the true God. Thus idolatry is really spiritual sorcery. For just as witches cast spells upon cattle and people, so idolaters, that is, all self-righteous men, would like to cast a spell upon God, to make Him the way they imagine Him in their ideas; that is, they do not want Him to justify us by mere grace and faith in Christ but to regard their acts of worship and self-chosen works and to grant them righteousness and eternal life on account of these. But they are actually casting a spell upon themselves rather than upon God; for if they persist in this wicked notion of theirs about God, they will die in their idolatry and will be damned. Most of the works of the flesh are sufficiently well known not to require any explanation.  (Luther)

5:21   THIS WILL NOT INHERIT  THE KINGDOM OF GOD – Paul says in Verse 21 -- and this is how he summarizes it -- I warn you as I warned you before that those who do such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.  Those who engage in this regular practice of these outbursts of sin will not inherit the kingdom of God. Now, that's very, very unusual language for Paul.  First time he's used kingdom of God.  It's not a popular expression in Paul's writings.  It's not a common one I should say.  That's the language of Jesus. And that somewhat surprises us here because we don't expect it.  It comes unexpectedly.  And it shows us that what Paul is doing here is he's talking about a reference here to the teaching of Jesus.  And all the parables about the kingdom, all of the things about the kingdom are being expressed here by this reference.  (Just – V-39)

5:22–23†    For other lists of virtues see 2Co 6:6; Eph 4:2; 5:9; Col 3:12–15. Christian character is produced by the Holy Spirit, not by the mere moral discipline of trying to live by law. Paul makes it clear that justification through faith does not result in libertinism. The indwelling Holy Spirit produces faith and Christian virtues in the believer’s life. (CSB)
If one wants to see a pattern, it would seem that three groups of three virtues yield a workable scheme.  The first three, “love, joy, peace,” are inner qualities that reflect our Christian relationship to God. The next three, “patience, kindness, goodness,” show themselves in the Christian’s attitude and actions toward his neighbor.  The last three, “faithfulness, gentleness and self-control” reflect how the new man conduct himself in view of the duties, opportunities, and obligations that come to him in his Christian living.  (PBC)  

The death of Christ makes it already possible now for us to live this way in the Spirit.  Now, here baptism comes right back to us.  When were we co-crucified with Christ?  In baptism.  When did the fruits of the Spirit become ours?  When we were joined with Christ in baptism.  Where we suffered -- and here Romans 6 is coming in.  Where we suffered with Christ, we died with him, we were buried and rose again. We rose now to a life that never ends.  A life that is constituted by Christ himself.  I think you can see here that love is the dominant theme of life in Christ.  And as I said at the very beginning, these fruits of the Spirit are not moral imperatives.  You know, kind of laws by which we live.  He says very clearly:  Of such things there is no law.  This is being.  This is identity.  This is who we are in Christ.  This is our character.  And we bear it joyfully because Christ is in us and Christ lives through us.  This is one of the great gifts that God gives us in Christ.  (Just – V-39)

5:22    fruit of the Spirit. Compare the singular “fruit” with the plural “acts” (v. 19). (CSB)
 Not the difference in how Paul describes the two sets of activities.  The acts of the sinful nature are things that sinful people can do by themselves.  They need no help.  The good things, on the other hand, are not things that come naturally.  They are the fruit of the Spirit.  God the Holy Spirit produces them in and through us.  (PBC) 

          LOVE – It would have sufficed to list only love, for this expands into all the fruit of the Spirit. Hence Paul attributes to it all the fruit that comes from the Spirit, when he says (1 Cor. 13:4): “Love is patient and kind, etc.” Nevertheless, here he wanted to list it among the fruit of the Spirit and to put it in first place. Thus he wanted to exhort Christians that above all they should love one another, through love outdo one another in showing honor (Rom. 12:10), and each regard the other as more excellent than himself—all this on account of the indwelling of Christ and the Holy Spirit, and on account of the Word, Baptism, and the other divine gifts which Christians have.  (Luther)

            JOY – This is the voice of the Bridegroom and the bride; it means joyful thoughts about Christ, wholesome exhortations, happy songs, praise, and thanksgiving, with which godly people exhort, arouse, and refresh one another. Therefore God is repelled by sorrow of spirit; He hates sorrowful teaching and sorrowful thoughts and words, and He takes pleasure in happiness. For He came to refresh us, not to sadden us. Hence the prophets, apostles, and Christ Himself always urge, indeed command, that we rejoice and exult. Zech. 9:9: “Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem! Lo, your King comes to you.” And often in the Psalms (32:11): “Be glad in the Lord.” Paul says (Phil. 4:4): “Rejoice in the Lord always.” And Christ says (Luke 10:20): “Rejoice that your names are written in heaven.” When this is a joy of the Spirit, not of the flesh, the heart rejoices inwardly through faith in Christ, because it knows for a certainty that He is our Savior and High Priest; and outwardly it demonstrates this joy in its words and actions. The faithful rejoice also when the Gospel is disseminated, and when many come to faith and thus the kingdom of Christ is increased.  (Luther)

           PEACE – Peace with both God and man, so that Christians are peaceful and quiet. They are not quarrelsome and do not hate one another but bear one another’s burdens (Gal. 6:2) with patience; for without patience peace cannot continue, and therefore Paul places it right after peace:  (Luther)

           PATIENCE – Μακροθυμία. I think this means a persistent patience, by which someone not only bears adversity, insults, injury, etc., but even waits patiently for some improvement in those who have harmed him. When the devil cannot conquer the victims of his temptation by force, he conquers them by persistence. He knows that we are earthen vessels (2 Cor. 4:7), which cannot stand frequent and continuous blows or shocks. Thus he conquers many by his persistence. To conquer this persistence of his, in turn, there is need of endurance, which waits patiently both for the improvement of those who use force against us and for the end of the trials caused by the devil.  (Lu)

            KINDNESS – Χρηστοτης. This means a gentleness and sweetness in manner and in one’s entire life. For Christians should not be harsh and morose; they should be gentle, humane, affable, courteous, people with whom others enjoy associating, people who overlook the mistakes of others or put the best construction on them, people who willingly yield to others, who bear with the recalcitrant, etc. Thus even the heathen have said: “You should know the manners of your friend, not hate them.”﻿ That is how Christ was, as can be seen throughout the Gospels. We read of St. Peter that a very great virtue, and one that is necessary in every area of life.  (Luther)
           GOODNESS – This means willingly helping others in their need, being generous, and lending to them.  (Luther)

           FAITHFULNESS – When Paul lists “faith” here among the fruit of the Spirit, it is obvious that he means faithfulness or honesty, not faith in Christ. Hence he says in 1 Cor. 13:7 that “love believes all things.” Anyone equipped with this faith is not a suspicious person; he is a sincere one, with a simple and honest heart. Even if he is taken in and experiences something different from what he believes, he is so mild that he gladly overlooks this. . Faithfulness means, then, that one man keeps faith with another in the matters that pertain to this present life. For what would this present life of ours be if one person did not believe the other person?  (Luther)

5:23    GENTLENESS – This is the virtue by which one is not easily provoked to anger. Innumerable occasions in this life provoke us to anger, but they are conquered by gentleness. (Luther)

           SELF-CONTROL – This refers to sobriety, temperance, or moderation in every walk of life. Paul contrasts it with the works of the flesh. Therefore he wants Christians to live a chaste and sober life; not to be adulterers, immoral or lustful persons; to marry if they cannot live chastely; not to be contentious; not to go to court, etc.; not to be drunken, not to be addicted to intoxication; but to abstain from all these things. All this is included in chastity or self-control. Jerome explains it exclusively as virginity, as though married people could not be chaste or as though the apostle had written this only to virgins.﻿﻿ In Titus 1:8 and 2:5 Paul definitely admonishes bishops and younger women, both of them married, to be chaste and pure.  (Luther)
          no law. See 1Ti 1:9. (CSB)
Rhetorical understatement; the fruit of the Spirit goes far beyond the Law’s requirements.  The Formula of Concord states, “Faith must be the mother and source of works that are truly good and will pleasing to God, which God will reward in this world and in the world to come.  (TLSB)
5:24    crucified the sinful nature. See 2:20; 6:14. (CSB)
Being baptized into Christ, we have received the crucified Christ as our Savior and Lord.  Even though the sinful nature still at times leads us into sin, we can calm our troubled hearts by recalling what Jesus did for us on the cross.  (LL)

5:25    keep in step with. Or “walk in line with,” a different Greek verb from “live by” (or “walk by”) in v. 16. (CSB)
It means to march in rank and file with the Spirit as our leader. In doing so, we do what the Spirit does as patterned by Christ Jesus himself. As we keep in step with the Holy Spirit, he Spirit produces the fruit.  This fruit brings true pleasure to the individual and unity within congregations. Those who walk with the Spirit look to God for approval and have no need to envy others. (LL) 

5:26   NOT BE CONCEITED – He says:  Let us not become conceited is how most translations do it.  But it literally is vain glorious.  That's an old-fashioned world.  But we glory in our own vanity.  We look completely inward at ourselves. And here is what a conceited vain glorious life looks like.  Provoking one another.  Envying one another.  This is the kind of Pharisaical self righteousness.  The kind of, you know, perfectionism, you know, living according to the law.  Self righteous behavior in which the law becomes the standard and breaking the law is what causes division in congregations.  This is what Paul sees in his opponents as they bring their theology to the Galatians.  It's not constituted by Christ.  It's not constituted by love.  It's where you begin really like life under the flesh, you are turned in on yourself, which is one of our definitions for sin. So here you have life in the Spirit.  Let us walk by the Spirit.  If we live in the Spirit and we do, then let us walk by the Spirit.  And then this vain glorious life, provoking one another, envying one another.  (Just – V-40)

           PROVOKING AND ENVYING EACH  OTHER – Here Paul describes the effect of vainglory. A teacher of error or an originator of a new doctrine cannot help provoking others; and if they do not approve and accept his doctrine, he immediately begins to hate them bitterly. (Luther)
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