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Notes for Next Sunday 

 

Seventh Sunday of Easter 

 

The Point of this Week’s Readings 

 

First Reading (Acts 1:12-26). Luke intentionally writes two volumes. The first, the Gospel of Luke, 

focuses on the course of Jesus’ earthly life from his conception by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary 

until his assumption into heaven. The second volume, the Acts of the Apostles, focuses on the narrative of 

the Church beginning with the twelve apostles and the pouring out of the Spirit on Pentecost. However, 

Luke’s narrative of the Church is only a beginning and remains open ended. While the Gospel of Luke 

ends with Jesus’ arrival in Jerusalem, the Book of Acts ends with Paul’s arrival in Rome, where he is left 

to preach and await his destiny (Acts 28). For Luke, the ministry of Christ continues in the apostles, and 

the apostolic ministry continues in the Church until Jesus’ second coming. 

 

Second Reading (Revelation 22:1-6, 12-20). John sees another depiction of the new heaven and earth, this 

time reminiscent of the Garden of Eden. Though Eden itself is not explicitly mentioned, “the river of the 

water of life” (22:1) and especially “the tree of life” (22:2) are obvious allusions to the primeval paradise. 

The conclusion of the book. John and the angel (vv. 8–11); Jesus speaks to John (vv. 12–19); John’s final 

word to the churches (vv. 20–21). 

 

Gospel (John 17:20-26). Knowing that He is going to the cross, Jesus prays for His disciples and asks that 

they be united by faith in Him. Whenever Christians ignore God’s Word, they foster divisions within the 

Church and diminish their witness. But God’s Word is the truth that will unite His Church, glorify Him, 

and enable His people to fulfill their calling in a troubled world.   

 

For more in-depth commentary on each reading, read the notes found after each text below.   

 

FIRST READING – Acts 1:12-26 
12 

Then they returned to Jerusalem from the hill called the Mount of Olives, a Sabbath day’s 

walk
 a
 from the city. 

13 
When they arrived, they went upstairs to the room where they were staying. 

Those present were Peter, John, James and Andrew; Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and 

Matthew; James son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. 
14 

They all joined 

together constantly in prayer, along with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his 

brothers. 
15 

In those days Peter stood up among the believers
 
 (a group numbering about a hundred 

and twenty) 
16 

and said, “Brothers, the Scripture had to be fulfilled which the Holy Spirit spoke 

long ago through the mouth of David concerning Judas, who served as guide for those who arrested 

Jesus—
17 

he was one of our number and shared in this ministry.” 
18 

(With the reward he got for his 

wickedness, Judas bought a field; there he fell headlong, his body burst open and all his intestines 

spilled out. 
19 

Everyone in Jerusalem heard about this, so they called that field in their language 

Akeldama, that is, Field of Blood.) 
20 

“For,” said Peter, “it is written in the book of Psalms, ”‘May 

his place be deserted; let there be no one to dwell in it,’ and, ”‘May another take his place of 

leadership.’
 d
 
21 

Therefore it is necessary to choose one of the men who have been with us the whole 

time the Lord Jesus went in and out among us, 
22 

beginning from John’s baptism to the time when 

Jesus was taken up from us. For one of these must become a witness with us of his 

resurrection.” 
23 

So they proposed two men: Joseph called Barsabbas (also known as Justus) and 

Matthias. 
24 

Then they prayed, “Lord, you know everyone’s heart. Show us which of these two you 

have chosen 
25 

to take over this apostolic ministry, which Judas left to go where he belongs.” 
26 

Then 

they cast lots, and the lot fell to Matthias; so he was added to the eleven apostles.  
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1:13 room. Probably an upper room of a large house, such as the one where the Last Supper was held (Mk 

14:15) or that of Mary, mother of Mark (see note on 12:12). (CSB) 

 

Possibly the site of the Last Supper, though Luke uses a different word here than in his Gospel. (TLSB) 

 

1:15-26 Luke describes the earliest church in the interim between the ascension and Pentecost. The 

visible physical presence of Jesus in the church is gone, and the Spirit has not yet been poured out. The 

community is led by Peter. He has gained popularity among the “believers” (brothers), so named here for 

the first time in Acts. This designation became the standard nomenclature for the group. (Concordia 

Pulpit Resources - Volume 7, Part 2) 

 

1:15 IN THOSE DAYS - During the 50 days between Easter and Pentecost. (TLSB) 

 

        PETER STOOD UP – His words and the believers’ subsequent actions show that a major change has 

taken place in Jesus’ followers. Peter is now an interpreter of Scripture and of God’s purpose for the 

church. His insight into Scripture and God’s purpose will be demonstrated in his missionary speeches, but 

even before the mission begins he is presented as one who knows what “was necessary” now (1:16) and 

what Scripture indicates  to be “necessary” now (1:20-22). Peter is taking over a major function of the 

departed Jesus.  It might seem that there has been no preparation for this sudden shift in role, but that is 

not true.  The language with which Peter begins his speech in 1:16 echoes the language that Jesus used 

when he was last presented as Scripture interpreter. (Tannehill) 

 

1:17 SHARED - Usually rendered as “lot” and has two senses in the Bible: a plot of land, one’s goodly 

heritage in the Promised Land, and means of determining God’s will, carried out prayerfully and 

solemnly.  (TLSB) 

 

1:22 a witness with us of his resurrection. Apparently several met this requirement. On this occasion, 

however, the believers were selecting someone to become an official witness to the resurrection—thus, a 

12th apostle (v. 25). (CSB) 

 

1:23 Barsabbas. Means “son of (the) Sabbath.” This patronymic was used for two early Jewish 

Christians, possibly brothers. One was Joseph (here); the other was Judas, a prophet in Jerusalem who 

was sent to Antioch with Silas (15:22, 32). (CSB) 

 

       Justus. Joseph’s Hellenistic name. Nothing more is known of him. (CSB) 

 

Hebrew, Aram, and Latin names.  Considerable detail concerning someone not chosen or not mentioned 

again. He was likely well known in the Early Church. (TLSB) 

 

        MATTHIAS - Short form of Mattathias, a name famous as a result of the war to liberate Israel from 

the tyranny of Antiochus IV Epiphanes (cf. 1 Macc. 2:1).  (TLSB) 

 

1:24 YOU HAVE CHOSEN - Apostles are chosen directly by Christ Himself.  He appoints overseers and 

elders indirectly through the mutual consent of clergy and people (cf. 20:17, 28).  (TLSB) 

 

1:26 cast lots. See Pr 16:33. By casting lots they were able to allow God the right of choice. The use of 

rocks or sticks to designate the choice was common (see 1Ch 26:13–16; see also notes on Ne 11:1; Jnh 

1:7). This is the Bible’s last mention of casting lots. (CSB) 

 

SECOND READING – Revelation 22:1-20 
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Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, as clear as crystal, flowing from the throne 

of God and of the Lamb 
2 
down the middle of the great street of the city. On each side of the river 

stood the tree of life, bearing twelve crops of fruit, yielding its fruit every month. And the leaves of 

the tree are for the healing of the nations. 
3 
No longer will there be any curse. The throne of God 

and of the Lamb will be in the city, and his servants will serve him. 
4 
They will see his face, and his 

name will be on their foreheads. 
5 
There will be no more night. They will not need the light of a 

lamp or the light of the sun, for the Lord God will give them light. And they will reign for ever and 

ever. 
6 
The angel said to me, “These words are trustworthy and true. The Lord, the God of the 

spirits of the prophets, sent his angel to show his servants the things that must soon take place.”  

 

22:1 RIVER OF THE WATER OF LIFE – Throughout John’s writings, water serves as a symbol of 

eternal life (cf Jn 3:5; 4:14). Those living in God’s holy city will have unimpeded and perpetual access to 

this life-giving water. In this world, Baptism serves this function.  (TLSB) 

 

22:3 THRONE OF GOD AND OF THE LAMB – And so in the restored Garden of Eden, the paradise of 

God, there shall no longer be “any curse” (22:3). The original curse of God upon the earth because of 

Adam’s sin (Gen 3:14–19) will be supplanted by God’s eternal blessing. “Christ redeemed us from the 

curse of the Law, having become a curse on our behalf,” Paul reminds us in Gal 3:13 (cf. Rom 8:3; Gal 

4:4–5). (CC pp. 628-629) 

 

22:4 They will see his face. In ancient times criminals were banished from the presence of the king (Est 

7:8; cf. 2Sa 14:24). One blessing of eternity will be to see the Lord face to face (cf. 1Co 13:12). (CSB) 

 

The climactic statement in this vision of heaven, since beholding God face-to-face, living in His presence, 

and enjoying unmediated communion with Him is the greatest blessing of heaven. Cf 21:3.  (TLSB) 

 
6
And he said to me, “these words are trustworthy and true. And the Lord of the spirits of the 

prophets, has sent his angel to show his servants what must  soon take place.” 
7 
“Behold, I am 

coming soon! Blessed is he who keeps the words of the prophecy in this book.” 
8 
I, John, am the one 

who heard and saw these things. And when I had heard and seen them, I fell down to worship at the 

feet of the angel who had been showing them to me. 
9 
But he said to me, “Do not do it! I am a fellow 

servant with you and with your brothers the prophets and of all who keep the words of this book. 

Worship God!” 
10 

Then he told me, “Do not seal up the words of the prophecy of this book, because 

the time is near. 
11 

Let him who does wrong continue to do wrong; let him who is vile continue to be 

vile; let him who does right continue to do right; and let him who is holy continue to be 

holy.” 
12 

“Behold, I am coming soon! My reward is with me, and I will give to everyone according to 

what he has done. 
13 

I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the 

End. 
14 

“Blessed are those who wash their robes, that they may have the right to the tree of life and 

may go through the gates into the city. 
15 

Outside are the dogs, those who practice magic arts, the 

sexually immoral, the murderers, the idolaters and everyone who loves and practices 

falsehood. 
16 

“I, Jesus, have sent my angel to give you
 a
 this testimony for the churches. I am the 

Root and the Offspring of David, and the bright Morning Star.” 
17 

The Spirit and the bride say, 

“Come!” And let him who hears say, “Come!” Whoever is thirsty, let him come; and whoever 

wishes, let him take the free gift of the water of life. 
18 

I warn everyone who hears the words of the 

prophecy of this book: If anyone adds anything to them, God will add to him the plagues described 

in this book. 
19 

And if anyone takes words away from this book of prophecy, God will take away 

from him his share in the tree of life and in the holy city, which are described in this book. 
20 

He 

who testifies to these things says, “Yes, I am coming soon.” Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
21 

The grace 

of the Lord Jesus be with God’s people. Amen. 
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22:6 WORDS ARE TRUSTWORTHY AND TRUE – John originally meant for these words to apply to 

this particular Book. Within a canonical context, however, they may profitably be applied to the whole of 

Scripture (cf 2Tm 3:16).  (TLSB) 

 

22:10 Do not seal up the words. Contrast Da 12:4. (CSB) 

 

Exact opposite of command given to Daniel. Because God had already begun to fulfill the events 

described in this Book, John’s prophecy was for immediate release.  (TLSB) 

 

22:13 The exalted Lord Christ continues in Rev 22:13 by saying, “I am the Alpha and the Omega, the 

First and the Last, the Beginning and the End.” Here are three descriptive titles that point to the infinite 

and eternal magnitude of the presence of Jesus Christ. The first title, “the Alpha and the Omega,” is 

applied to God the Father in 1:8 and 21:6. Here in 22:13 God the Son, the Lord Christ, identifies himself 

by this same title. Both the Father (21:1) and Jesus Christ (22:13) also claim the third title, “the Beginning 

and the End.” The first and third titles they both share. But the second title, “the First and the Last,” is 

used only of Jesus Christ (1:17; 2:8; 22:13). The Holy Spirit, the third person of the Trinity, is mentioned 

explicitly in the epilogue of Revelation in 22:17. (CC p. 647) 

 

22:16 right Morning Star.In addition Jesus calls himself “the star, the bright morning one” (22:16). In 

2:28, at the conclusion of the letter to the church of Thyatira, the exalted Son of Man says that to the one 

who conquers and remains faithful there will be given “the morning star” (τὸν ἀστέρα τὸν πρωϊνόν), the 

same “star” that the heavenly Father has given to him, the Son. The seven stars (ἀστέρες) in the hand of 

the Son of Man represent the angels of the seven churches (1:16, 20). While stars are associated with 

angels, the most brilliant star in the heavens, “the morning star,” represents the brilliant glory of Christ. In 

Num 24:17 Balaam, in his fourth prophetic oracle, declared how “a star would come forth out of Jacob” 

who would become the ruling “scepter from Israel.”  (CC p. 654) 

 

GOSPEL – John 17:20-26 
20 

“My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their 

message, 
21 

that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also 

be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me. 
22 

I have given them the glory that you 

gave me, that they may be one as we are one: 
23 

I in them and you in me. May they be brought to 

complete unity to let the world know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved 

me.  
24 

“Father, I want those you have given me to be with me where I am, and to see my glory, the 

glory you have given me because you loved me before the creation of the world. 
25 

“Righteous 

Father, though the world does not know you, I know you, and they know that you have sent me. 
26 

I 

have made you known to them, and will continue to make you known in order that the love you 

have for me may be in them and that I myself may be in them.”  

 

17:21-23 Unity! The purpose of unity among believers is that the world might believe that Jesus is sent 

from the Father! “You [Father] are in me and I am in you.” This unity is mystery and miracle and is from 

above! This unity will heal the division and disunity that reared its demonic head in Eden: “We were 

afraid when we heard you. . . . The woman you gave me. . . . The serpent you put in the garden” (Genesis 

3; paraphrase). When the unity Jesus desires is evident among believers and is observed by others, those 

who see it will know the unity is a miracle of God, for it is “otherworldly.” It points to the truth that the 

Son of God, the Seed of the woman, had indeed come and crushed the head of the serpent, the origin of 

disunity between God’s people of all ages! (Concordia Pulpit Resources - Volume 11, Part 2) 

 

17:24 YOU HAVE GIVEN – This denotes the sum total of believers, the elect.  The Father has lastingly 

given them to the incarnate Christ.  Nothing is more certain than the eternal life of the believer with Jesus.  

(Exegetical Notes – Buls) 
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