Conversation, not Conversion

It's often said that we live in a “post-modern” world.   In popular culture the “modern” world of science, reason, and empirical evidence has given way to a world in which personal experiences and emotions reign supreme.  A theme statement of post-modernism is, “There is no such thing as absolute truth.”  That statement, by the way, is an absolute statement.  How ironic.

Another familiar statement of post-modernism is, “You have your truth, I have my truth.”  That's very upsetting to people who hold to absolute truths, especially in the area of faith.  Our first instinct is to try to rebut the other person's point of view with reason and evidence, which is futile when you're talking with someone who is relying primarily on his or her own emotions and experiences. 

In the post-modern world, Christians don't have the burden of proving the legitimacy of our faith with reason and logic and evidence.  Post-modern people won't buy it anyway, so don't waste your time trying.  We're free to express our faith as our own personal point of view.  If the other person says, “I don't believe that” we're free to say, “I'm not here to argue with you.  I'm just telling you what I believe.”  When people are arguing with each other, they've pretty much stopped listening to each other.  So don't argue.  

Let's say that the other person says, “I don't believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God and the Savior of the world.”  You say, “Well, all I can tell you is that He changed my life forever by dying on a cross and rising from the dead.”  Then you listen to see what the other person says.  You don't argue.  You continue to listen respectfully and share your viewpoint calmly and honestly.  

When we share our faith in Christ, we're planting the seed of the gospel.  As Martin Luther wrote in his explanation to the Third Article of the Creed, “I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus Christ my Lord, or come to Him.  But the Holy Spirit has called me by the gospel . . .” 

Conversion is the work of the Holy Spirit, not my work or your work.  So what role do you and I play?  

You and I are responsible for conversation, not conversion.  Our calling is to listen respectfully and to speak the truth in love.  When I share my faith in Christ, and the other person doesn't immediately ask to be baptized, that doesn't mean I've failed.  When you've planted the seed of the gospel, you've given the Holy Spirit something to work with to create faith in the heart of the person.  Don't expect instant results.  Maybe the most God-pleasing result is the fact that you've expressed your faith and have kept the door open to future conversations. 

When you keep in mind that you are responsible for conversation and the Holy Spirit is responsible for conversion, the pressure is off and the pleasure is on!  You can relax.  You can be respectful of the other person.  (All of us want to be respected, don't we?)  You don't have to try to win an argument, because you're not arguing.  In the post-modern world you don't have to prove your point with logic and evidence.  Just say, “That's what I believe.  In fact, that's WHO I believe:  Jesus Christ, my Savior and my Lord.”  

Keep doing the good work of healthy conversation.  Trust the Holy Spirit to do the lifesaving work of conversion.  

