JOB 
Chapter 32

Elihu

So these three men stopped answering Job, because he was righteous in his own yes. ﻿2﻿ But Elihu son of Barakel the Buzite, of the family of Ram, became very angry with Job for justifying himself rather than God. ﻿3﻿ He was also angry with the three friends, because they had found no way to refute Job, and yet had condemned him. ﻿a﻿ ﻿4﻿ Now Elihu had waited before speaking to Job because they were older than he. ﻿5﻿ But when he saw that the three men had nothing more to say, his anger was aroused. ﻿6﻿ So Elihu son of Barakel the Buzite said: “I am young in years, and you are old; that is why I was fearful, not daring to tell you what I know. ﻿7﻿ I thought, ‘Age should speak; advanced years should teach wisdom.’ ﻿8﻿ But it is the spirit ﻿b﻿ in a 

man, the breath of the Almighty, that gives him understanding. ﻿9﻿ It is not only the old ﻿c﻿ who are wise, not only the aged who understand what is right. ﻿10﻿ “Therefore I say: Listen to me; I too will tell you what I know. ﻿11﻿ I waited while you spoke, I listened to your reasoning; while you were searching for words, ﻿12﻿ I gave you my full attention. But not one of you has proved Job wrong; none of you has answered his arguments. ﻿13﻿ Do not say, ‘We have found wisdom; let God refute him, not man.’ 14﻿ But Job has not marshaled his words against me, and I will not answer him with your arguments. ﻿15﻿ “They are dismayed and have no more to say; words have failed them. ﻿16﻿ Must I wait, now that they are silent, now that they stand there with no reply? ﻿17﻿ I too will have my say; I too will tell what I know. ﻿18﻿ For I am full of words, and the spirit within me compels me; ﻿19﻿ inside I am like bottled-up wine, like new wineskins ready to burst. ﻿20﻿ I must speak and find relief; I must open my lips and reply. ﻿21﻿ I will show partiality to no one, nor will I flatter any man; ﻿22﻿ for if I were skilled in flattery, my Maker would soon take me away. 
2:1–37:24 A fourth counselor, named Elihu and younger than the other three (32:4, 6–7, 9), has been standing on the sidelines, giving deference to age and listening to the dialogue-dispute. But now he declares himself ready to show that both Job and the three other counselors are in the wrong. Elihu’s four poetic speeches (32:5–33:33; ch. 34; ch. 35; chs. 36–37) are preceded by a prose introduction (32:1–4) written by the author of the book. – The name Elihu means “my God is he” or “he is my God.”  (PBC)
32:1 righteous in his own eyes. He insisted on his innocence in spite of the terrible suffering that he was experiencing. 
32:2–3 angry. Elihu considers Job’s emphasis on vindicating himself rather than God reprehensible, but he also believes that the friends’ inability to refute Job was tantamount to condemning God (see NIV text note on v. 3).

32:2 Buzite. An inhabitant of Buz, a desert region in the east (see Jer 25:23).

32:6, 10, 17 tell … what I know. Elihu is eager to share his “knowledge” and assumes that he can communicate it effectively (see note on 36:4). 
32:6 young … fearful. See Jer 1:6–8; 1Ti 4:12; 2Ti 1:7. – Just because he is young those men ought not write him off as having nothing to contribute.  The Lord could use him as well as he can use anyone.  (PBC)

32:8 breath of the Almighty. See 33:4. – The idea was, that God breathed this into man, and that this wisdom was the breath of God.  (B)
32:10 I SAY – There is general agreement that Elihu’s style of speaking is rather pompous, verbose, and repetitive.  “I”, “me,” and “my” dominate the early part of his discussion, occurring more than fifty times.  Many scholars label him an arrogant young man; others regard him as a young man who speaks the truth bluntly but with deep conviction.  Perhaps there is some truth in both views.  Unquestionably Elihu was excited when he spoke.  That can partly account for his wordiness. By their silence they now admitted that they had gotten nowhere in convincing Job of those special sins.  (PBC)

32:14 I will not answer him with your arguments. Elihu feels that something important has been left out and, where the wisdom of age has failed, he by the Spirit of God (see NIV text note on v. 8) has the understanding to supply the right answers.

32:15–22 Elihu delivers a soliloquy to himself, but it is also for the benefit of those who may be listening.

32:15–16 words have failed them … they stand there with no reply. See v. 5. The breakdown of the third cycle in the dialogue-dispute cut short Bildad’s last word and left Zophar without a third speech (see note on 22:1–26:14).

32:18 I am full of words. Elihu’s speeches continue unabated through ch. 37. He has a genuine contribution to make, however, to the problems Job is facing. At the same time, he does not stoop to false accusation about Job’s earlier life but usually confines his criticism of Job to quotations from Job himself. This is perhaps the reason that God, in the epilogue, does not condemn Elihu along with Job’s three friends (see 42:7).

32:19 new wineskins ready to burst. Old wineskins might be expected to crack or break (see Mt 9:17), but not new ones. Elihu is obviously eager to speak
