
LEVITICUS
Chapter 14

Laws for Cleansing Lepers

The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2 “This shall be the law of the leprous person for the day of his 
cleansing. He shall be brought to the priest, 3 and the priest shall go out of the camp, and the priest 
shall look. Then, if the case of leprous disease is healed in the leprous person, 4 the priest shall 
command them to take for him who is to be cleansed two live clean birds and cedarwood 
and scarlet yarn and hyssop. 5 And the priest shall command them to kill one of the birds in an 
earthenware vessel over fresh water. 6 He shall take the live bird with the cedarwood and the 
scarlet yarn and the hyssop, and dip them and the live bird in the blood of the bird that was killed 
over the fresh water. 7 And he shall sprinkle it seven times on him who is to be cleansed of the 
leprous disease. Then he shall pronounce him clean and shall let the living bird go into the open 
field. 8 And he who is to be cleansed shall wash his clothes and shave off all his hair and bathe 
himself in water, and he shall be clean. And after that he may come into the camp, but live outside 
his tent seven days. 9 And on the seventh day he shall shave off all his hair from his head, his beard, 
and his eyebrows. He shall shave off all his hair, and then he shall wash his clothes and bathe his 
body in water, and he shall be clean. 10 “And on the eighth day he shall take two male lambs 
without blemish, and one ewe lamb a year old without blemish, and a grain offering of three tenths 
of an ephah of fine flour mixed with oil, and one log of oil. 11 And the priest who cleanses him shall 
set the man who is to be cleansed and these things before the LORD, at the entrance of the tent of 
meeting. 12 And the priest shall take one of the male lambs and offer it for a guilt offering, along 
with the log of oil, and wave them for a wave offering before the LORD. 13 And he shall kill the 
lamb in the place where they kill the sin offering and the burnt offering, in the place of the 
sanctuary. For the guilt offering, like the sin offering, belongs to the priest; it is most holy. 14 The 
priest shall take some of the blood of the guilt offering, and the priest shall put it on the lobe of the 
right ear of him who is to be cleansed and on the thumb of his right hand and on the big toe of his 
right foot. 15 Then the priest shall take some of the log of oil and pour it into the palm of his own 
left hand 16 and dip his right finger in the oil that is in his left hand and sprinkle some oil with his 
finger seven times before the LORD. 17 And some of the oil that remains in his hand the priest shall 
put on the lobe of the right ear of him who is to be cleansed and on the thumb of his right hand and 
on the big toe of his right foot, on top of the blood of the guilt offering. 18 And the rest of the oil 
that is in the priest's hand he shall put on the head of him who is to be cleansed. Then the priest 
shall make atonement for him before the LORD. 19 The priest shall offer the sin offering, to make 
atonement for him who is to be cleansed from his uncleanness. And afterward he shall kill the 
burnt offering. 20 And the priest shall offer the burnt offering and the grain offering on the 
altar. Thus the priest shall make atonement for him, and he shall be clean. 21 “But if he is poor and 
cannot afford so much, then he shall take one male lamb for a guilt offering to be waved, to make 
atonement for him, and a tenth of an ephah of fine flour mixed with oil for a grain offering, and a 
log of oil; 22 also two turtledoves or two pigeons, whichever he can afford. The one shall be a sin 
offering and the other a burnt offering. 23 And on the eighth day he shall bring them for his 
cleansing to the priest, to the entrance of the tent of meeting, before the LORD. 24 And the priest 
shall take the lamb of the guilt offering and the log of oil, and the priest shall wave them for a wave 
offering before the LORD. 25 And he shall kill the lamb of the guilt offering. And the priest shall 
take some of the blood of the guilt offering and put it on the lobe of the right ear of him who is to be 
cleansed, and on the thumb of his right hand and on the big toe of his right foot. 26 And the priest 
shall pour some of the oil into the palm of his own left hand, 27 and shall sprinkle with his right 
finger some of the oil that is in his left hand seven times before the LORD. 28 And the priest shall 
put some of the oil that is in his hand on the lobe of the right ear of him who is to be cleansed and 
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on the thumb of his right hand and on the big toe of his right foot, in the place where the blood of 
the guilt offering was put. 29 And the rest of the oil that is in the priest's hand he shall put on the 
head of him who is to be cleansed, to make atonement for him before the LORD. 30 And he shall 
offer, of the turtledoves or pigeons, whichever he can afford, 31 one for a sin offering and the other 
for a burnt offering, along with a grain offering. And the priest shall make atonement before 
the LORD for him who is being cleansed. 32 This is the law for him in whom is a case of leprous 
disease, who cannot afford the offerings for his cleansing.”

14:1–32    The ritual after the skin disease had been cured had three parts: (1) ritual for the first week 
(outside the camp, vv. 1–7), (2) ritual for the second week (inside the camp, vv. 8–20) and (3) special 
permission for the poor (vv. 21–32). (CSB)

14:4–6 Purification rites for the leprous person. God’s intervention, through priestly actions, brings 
individuals back into God’s covenant community. (TLSB)

14:4    yarn. Used for binding other items, though the process is not explained. (TLSB)

            hyssop. A plant used in ceremonial cleansing. (CSB)

14:5    kill one. Diseases and disorders were a symbol of sin and rendered a person or object ceremonially 
unclean. The prescribed cleansing included sacrifice as well as washing. (CSB)

14:6    cedarwood … yarn … hyssop. Also used for cleansing in vv. 51–52; Nu 19:6. (CSB)

14:7–9 The ancient Israelites held that birds symbolized human vitality, so this rite symbolized the healed 
person’s freedom and return from social death to life. (TLSB)

14:7    cleansed. Perhaps the yarn and cedar stick were used as well as the hyssop plant to sprinkle the 
blood for cleansing (see Ps 51:7). Further sacrifices are specified in vv. 10–31. (CSB)
  
14:8    The Levites were similarly cleansed (see Nu 8:7). (CSB)

14:10–20 On the eighth day, the cleansed individual brought the required offerings, oils, and flour to the 
sanctuary. The purificatory priest received the offerings and dedicated them to God. Like the ordination 
offering, blood is applied to the right earlobe, right thumb, and right big toe of the individual. Before the 
priest applied holy oil to the same places, he sprinkled oil seven times on the courtyard floor. After 
applying holy oil to the right ear, hand, and foot, remaining oil was “put on” the individual’s head, in 
contrast to the high priest, on whom the oil was “poured” (8:12; 21:10). Remaining blood was used to 
perform the rite of atonement. A sin offering, burnt offering, and grain offering followed, establishing the 
person as clean and acceptable to God. (TLSB)

14:15–18 Holy oil was placed on the person’s head in contrast to the pollution of his head (cf 13:43–44). 
The head of a person governs the body and so represents the whole person. (TLSB)

14:21–32 By God’s grace, even the poor among the Israelites were provided a means of purification from 
the infection of skin disease. (TLSB)

 14:1–32 Disease is a consequence of the fall into sin, which isolates God’s people outside the boundaries 
He established, but God provides the means to readmit those whose skin disease is healed. Thankfully, 
God now provides a means for the sinner, outside His boundaries, to return to Him: His own Son, Jesus 
Christ. When we repent, Christ removes our impurities, that we might daily be clothed in our Baptism 
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(Gal 3:27; Col 3:9–10). • Lord God, we come before You with a deep sense of our unworthiness and of 
Your infinite love and grace. Forgive, protect, and guide us always, for Jesus’ sake. Amen. (TLSB)

Laws for Cleansing Houses

33 The LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying, 34 “When you come into the land of Canaan, 
which I give you for a possession, and I put a case of leprous disease in a house in the land of your 
possession, 35 then he who owns the house shall come and tell the priest, ‘There seems to me to be 
some case of disease in my house.’ 36 Then the priest shall command that they empty the house 
before the priest goes to examine the disease, lest all that is in the house be declared unclean. And 
afterward the priest shall go in to see the house. 37 And he shall examine the disease. And if the 
disease is in the walls of the house with greenish or reddish spots, and if it appears to be deeper 
than the surface, 38 then the priest shall go out of the house to the door of the house and shut up the 
house seven days. 39 And the priest shall come again on the seventh day, and look. If the disease has 
spread in the walls of the house, 40 then the priest shall command that they take out the stones in 
which is the disease and throw them into an unclean place outside the city. 41 And he shall have the 
inside of the house scraped all around, and the plaster that they scrape off they shall pour out in an 
unclean place outside the city. 42 Then they shall take other stones and put them in the place of 
those stones, and he shall take other plaster and plaster the house. 43 “If the disease breaks out 
again in the house, after he has taken out the stones and scraped the house and plastered it, 44 then 
the priest shall go and look. And if the disease has spread in the house, it is a persistent leprous 
disease in the house; it is unclean. 45 And he shall break down the house, its stones and timber and 
all the plaster of the house, and he shall carry them out of the city to an unclean 
place. 46 Moreover, whoever enters the house while it is shut up shall be unclean until the 
evening, 47 and whoever sleeps in the house shall wash his clothes, and whoever eats in the house 
shall wash his clothes. 48 “But if the priest comes and looks, and if the disease has not spread in the 
house after the house was plastered, then the priest shall pronounce the house clean, for the disease 
is healed. 49 And for the cleansing of the house he shall take two small birds, with cedarwood and 
scarlet yarn and hyssop, 50 and shall kill one of the birds in an earthenware vessel over fresh 
water 51 and shall take the cedarwood and the hyssop and the scarlet yarn, along with the live bird, 

and dip them in the blood of the bird that was killed and in the fresh water and sprinkle the house 
seven times. 52 Thus he shall cleanse the house with the blood of the bird and with the fresh 
water and with the live bird and with the cedarwood and hyssop and scarlet yarn. 53 And 
he shall let the live bird go out of the city into the open country. So he shall make 
atonement for the house, and it shall be clean.” 54 This is the law for any case of leprous 
disease: for an itch, 55 for leprous disease in a garment or in a house, 56 and for a swelling 
or an eruption or a spot, 57 to show when it is unclean and when it is clean. This is the law 
for leprous disease.

14:33–53    There are many similarities between this section and the previous one, particularly in the 
manner of restoration. (CSB)

Purification of homes infested by mold or mildew Compare to 13:47–59; in both cases, if the disease has 
not spread in the fabric or home, they are declared clean. (TLSB)

14:34 Canaan, which I give you for a possession. Land of Canaan was promised to Abram’s descendants 
(Gn 15:18–21). Although God allowed the Israelites to settle in Canaan, the land belonged to God; the 
Israelites were tenants. They lived together with God; therefore, their homes and towns were to be kept 
ritually clean. (TLSB)
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          I put a case of leprous disease in a house. Hurrian and Hittite cultures believed that infections were 
a sign that the gods were displeased; Babylonians believed infections were a sign of demon possession. 
God counters these claims, stating that sometimes He sends infections that make homes and people 
unclean. (TLSB)

14:36 Priests were allowed to leave the tent of meeting. In this case, they made a house call to determine 
whether a home was clean or unclean. (TLSB)

14:37 greenish or reddish spots. Fungus such as mold or mildew reaching below the surface of the mud-
plastered walls. (TLSB)

14:40 an unclean place. Outside the community, where trash and other unclean items were placed to 
prevent the pollution of God’s people. (TLSB)

14:45    break down. A house desecrated by mildew, mold or fungus would be a defiled place to live in, 
so drastic measures had to be taken. (CSB)

14:48–53 Before homes were declared clean, a rite of purification (comparable to those for an infected 
person) was performed (cf vv 1–9). (TLSB)

14:33–57 Infected individuals and homes must be removed from God’s presence. In His mercy, God 
provides His priests with purification rites to cleanse individuals and homes. Ultimately, God sent His 
Son to enter the unclean home of sinners (cf Mt 26:6). Christ purifies and blesses our homes by His 
presence, as we pray, “Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest, and let these gifts to us be blessed.” • Bless our 
homes, Lord, we pray. Make them safe havens for the hearing of Your precious Word. Protect us from the 
power of the evil one. Amen. (TLSB)
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