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PSALMS 

Chapter 12 
 
Help, LORD, for the godly are no more; the faithful have vanished from 
among men. 2 Everyone lies to his neighbor; their flattering lips speak with 
deception. 3 May the LORD cut off all flattering lips and every boastful 
tongue 4 that says, “We will triumph with our tongues; we own our lips b—
who is our master?” 5 “Because of the oppression of the weak and the 
groaning of the needy, I will now arise,” says the LORD. “I will protect them 
from those who malign them.” 6 And the words of the LORD are flawless, 
like silver refined in a furnace of clay, purified seven times. 7 O LORD, you 
will keep us safe and protect us from such people forever. 8 The wicked 
freely strut about when what is vile is honored among men. 
 
Ps 12 A prayer for help when it seems that all men are faithless and every 
tongue false (see Mic 7:1–7). (CSB) 
 
12 title For the director of music. See note on Ps 4 title (Probably a liturgical 
notation, indicating either that the psalm was to be added to the collection of 
works to be used by the director of music in Israel’s worship services, or that 
when the psalm was used in the temple worship it was to be spoken by the 
leader of the Levitical choir—or by the choir itself.). (CSB) 
 
            According to sheminith. See note on Ps 6 title (It perhaps refers to an 
eight-stringed instrument.). (CSB) 

As a youth, David was repeatedly mistreated by King Saul (e.g., 1Sm 18:6–11). Later, 

King David was the target of further intrigues, including the famous one involving his 

son Absalom (2Sm 15–18). choirmaster. Sheminith. Lit, “the eighth,” a note about 

musical setting; meaning uncertain. 

Format: Vv 1–2, everyone lies; vv 3–4, flattery and boasting judged; vv 5–6, the 

Lord’s words are pure; vv 7–8, the Lord guards us. (TLSB) 

 
12:1–2 Initial appeal, with description of the cause of distress. (CSB) 
 
12:1 HELP – Hbr yeshu‘ah, “deliverance.” Sometimes translated as “victory” because 

of military imagery. God defeated Pharaoh and his army during the exodus, and 

subsequently conquered all enemies that would separate His people from Him. His 

righteousness is victorious over wickedness, and thus salvation comes to His people 

solely because of Him. (TLSB P. 843) 

 
        godly. See note on 4:3 (Hebrew ḥasid, which occurs 26 times in the Psalms 
(once of God: 145:17, “loving”; cf. 18:25) and is usually rendered (in the plural) in 
the NIV as “the godly” or “saints.” It is one of several Hebrew words for God’s 
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people, referring to them as people who are or should be devoted to God and 
faithful to him.). (CSB) 
 
        the faithful. Those who maintain moral integrity. (CSB) 
 
12:2 See 5:9 and note (The psalmists experienced that the tongue is as deadly 
as the sword (see 57:4; 64:3–4). Perhaps appeals to God against those who 
maliciously wield the tongue are frequent in the Psalms because only in God’s 
courtroom can a person experience redress for such attacks.). (CSB) 
 
The human heart is often the source of duplicity and deceit (Mk 7:21–23). (TLSB) 
 
12:3–4 The prayer. (CSB) 
 
12:3 cut off. Put an end to (physical mutilation is not in view). (CSB) 
 
David’s proposed solution to the treachery surrounding him is drastic. The expression 

often means to execute someone. (TLSB) 

 
        boastful. See note on 10:2–11 (Accusation lodged against the oppressors.  
In the Hebrew the interchange of singular and plural indicates that these 
accusations are being lodged against wicked oppressors in general. Their deeds 
betray the arrogance so long as they prosper with which they defy God. They 
greedily seek to glut their unrestrained appetites by victimizing others, taking 
account of neither God nor his law.) (CSB) 
 
12:4 See notes on 3:2; 10:11 (The psalmists frequently quote their wicked 
oppressors in order to portray how they mock. The arrogance with which the 
wicked speak especially their easy dismissal of God’s knowledge of their evil acts 
and his unfailing prosecution of their malicious deeds.).  
 
The evil express their confidence to one another. In stark contrast is the boast of the 

righteous, “God is with us.” (TLSB) 
 
Pride and arrogance plus full confidence in their evil use of the tongue are 
earmarks of these men.  (Leupold) 
 
God’s pure word is the antidote to the poisonous words of false teacher and 
promoters of immorality.  (PBC) 
 
12:5–6 A reassuring word from the Lord. Such words of assurance following 
prayer in the Psalms were perhaps spoken by a priest (see 1Sa 1:17) or a 
prophet (see 51:8 and note; 2Sa 12:13). It may be that abrupt transitions from 
prayer to confidence in the Psalms (see note on 3:8) presuppose such priestly or 
prophetic words, even when they are not contained in the psalm. Here it is 
possible that David merely recalls this appropriate word from the Lord; notice that 
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it is a general reassurance concerning the righteous rule of God (see note on 
4:1). (CSB) 
 
12:5 I will now arise. See Isa 33:10. (CSB) 
 
God’s people who suffer for the sake of righteousness (cf Mt 5:3). (TLSB) 
 
12:6 words of the LORD. Set in sharp contrast with the boastful words of the 
adversaries; they are as flawless as thoroughly refined silver. (CSB) 
 
God’s Word is the opposite of what the wicked utter. Whereas the evil use words to 

deceive and destroy, God’s Holy Word delivers life and salvation. (TLSB) 
 
        furnace of clay. See note on Dt 4:20 (Suggests that the period in Egypt was 
a time of affliction, testing and refinement for the Israelites.). (CSB) 
 
        seven. Signifies fullness or completeness—here thoroughness of refining. 
(CSB) 
 
Thoroughly. Chemnitz: “[God] purges and separates the opinions of reason and the Law 

that have intruded themselves into the doctrine of justification” (LTh 2:464).  (TLSB) 
 
12:7–8 Concluding expression of confidence (see note on 3:8 – A common 
feature in the prayers of the Psalter is a concluding expression of confidence that 
the prayer will be or has been heard. Here David’s confidence becomes a 
testimony to God’s people.). (CSB) 
 
12:7 PROTECT…FOREVER – At times, the wicked prevail, but they shall not prevail 

in eternity. Jesus also spoke against “this generation” in Mt 11:16; 12:41.  
 
12:8 David is confident, even though at the present time the wicked think they 
have the upper hand (see vv. 1–4). (CSB) 
 
This psalm was especially meaningful to Luther at the time of the Reformation 
when he was battling the false teachings of Rome and the slanders Rome 
directed against him.  This text was the basis for Luther’s Reformation hymn, “O 
Lord, Look Down from Heaven, Behold.”  This psalm can also give us courage to 
oppose the false teachings, the false philosophies, and the false moral values 
prevalent in the world.  (PBC) 
 
Ps 12 A cry for help in the face of treachery and deceit. Unchecked wickedness 

sometimes leads us to doubt that God is watching out for us. Such despair is a great evil 

and can ruin our souls, but it can also help us to appreciate our complete dependence on 

God and His unfailing promises to save and defend us. • Lord, use the surrounding evil 

and the threats they pose to drive us once again to a lively hope in our promised 

salvation; through Christ Jesus, our Lord. Amen. (TLSB) 


