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PSALMS 

Chapter 21 
 
 
1 O LORD, the king rejoices in your strength. How great is his joy in the 
victories you give! 2 You have granted him the desire of his heart and have 
not withheld the request of his lips. Selah 3 You welcomed him with rich 
blessings and placed a crown of pure gold on his head. 4 He asked you for 
life, and you gave it to him— length of days, for ever and ever. 5 Through 
the victories you gave, his glory is great; you have bestowed on him 
splendor and majesty. 6 Surely you have granted him eternal blessings and 
made him glad with the joy of your presence. 7 For the king trusts in the 
LORD; through the unfailing love of the Most High he will not be shaken. 8 

Your hand will lay hold on all your enemies; your right hand will seize your 
foes. 9 At the time of your appearing you will make them like a fiery furnace. 
In his wrath the LORD will swallow them up, and his fire will consume 
them. 10 You will destroy their descendants from the earth, their posterity 
from mankind. 11 Though they plot evil against you and devise wicked 
schemes, they cannot succeed; 12 for you will make them turn their backs 
when you aim at them with drawn bow. 13 Be exalted, O LORD, in your 
strength; we will sing and praise your might.  
 
Ps 21 A psalm of praise for victories granted to the king. It is thus linked with Ps 
20, but whether both were occasioned by the same events is unknown. Here the 
people’s praise follows that of the king (see v. 1); there (Ps 20) the people’s 
prayer was added to the king’s. In its structure, the psalm is framed by vv. 1, 13 
(“O LORD, in your strength” is in both verses) and is centered around v. 7, which 
proclaims the king’s trust in the Lord and the security afforded him by God’s 
unfailing love (see Introduction: Literary Features). (CSB) 

Luther: “A prophecy of the kingdom of Christ, the kingdom which is and remains 

eternally and spiritually before God” (PIML, p 29. (TLSB) 

Format: Vv 1–2, the king rejoices; vv 3–7, blessings for the king; vv 8–12, 

destruction for his enemies; v 13, the Lord’s power. (TLSB) 

Psalm 21 is the response of King David when God answered his prayer for a victorious 

battle.  We don’t know which battle is meant here.  As we have seen so often, the psalms 

most often remain somewhat general so that we can read into them our own 

circumstances and needs.  (LL) 

The people thank the Lord for the blessings He has given to their king.  Notice how verse 

2 of Psalm 21 echoes verse 4 of Psalm 20.  This shows that God has granted the very 

blessing the people and the king had requested. The rich blessings and the crown of gold 

which the king receives may refer to booty captured in the battle. See 2 Samuel 12:30 for 

an example of David’s receiving the crown of a conquered king.  In verse 6 the people 
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proclaim that the Lord has given the king more than he asked for.  Not only has He saved 

his life in battle. He has assured him of eternal life through faith.  In verse 7 the king’s 

piety is again referred to as the source of his confidence, just as it was in Psalm 20:3.  

This statement of faith is emphasized by its position in the center of the psalm.  (PBC) 

It’s not hard to see how this psalm applies to Christ and to His kingdom.  (Verse 1) Jesus 

rules in God’s strength, and we rejoice in His great – the greatest! – salvation.  (Verses 3-

6) God has made Jesus King forever in the church; He rules there in honor and majesty.  

(Verse 7) Jesus will never lose His throne, will never be deposed.  (TLSB) 

 
21 title For the director of music. See note on Ps 4 title. (CSB) 
 
21:1 STRENGTH…VICTORIES  (ESV – Salvation) – Twin motives for the king’s 

joy; leading themes of the psalm. (TLSB) 

 

David begins by professing his joy in God’s abundant strength and His victories.  (LL) 
 
21:2–6 The people celebrate the Lord’s many favors to the king: all “the desire of 
his heart” (v. 2). Verse 2 announces the theme; vv. 3–5 develop the theme; v. 6 
climactically summarizes the theme. (CSB) 
 
Now God has done what David has asked and more, blessing him with gifts that 
David could never have imagined.  Each gift exceeds the request that David had 
made.  He asked for a long life (v. 4), and God gave an eternal throne through 
the Messiah.  He asked (v. 5) for victories, and the Lord made him a king of great 
splendor and majesty.  He asked (v. 6) for blessings, and the Lord promised the 
One who would bless all people for all time. (LL) 
 
We, too, can look at all we enjoy from the hand of God and, seeing the 
abundance of His blessings, use them to give glory to Him for all He has done.  
(LL) 
 
21:2 YOU HAVE GRANTED HIM – The people thank the Lord for the blessings 
he has given to their king.  Notice how verse 2 echoes verse 4 of Psalm 20.  This 
shows that God has granted the very blessing the people and the king requested.  
(PBC) 
 
The king has received everything he asked for and could have hoped for.  (TLSB) 

 
        heart. See note on 4:7. (CSB) 
 
        SELAH – Hebrew; untranslatable. Mainly in the first two books of Psalms. 
Probably refers to the accompaniment of the harps during the psalm. (TLSB p. 
993) 
 
This often occurs in the middle of a psalm and which apparently signals an 
interlude.  “The Sela indicates that one must be still and quickly think through the 
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words of the psalm; for they demand a quiet and restful soul, which can grasp 
and hold to that which the Holy Spirit there presents and offers” (Luther).  
(Psalms – The Prayer Book of the Bible – Dietrich Bonhoeffer p. 23) 
 

Selah may be a musical notation.  It could also be a point where a pause is 
desirable for the singer or reader of the psalm in order that the statement last 
made or the thought as a whole just developed may be reflected upon before the 
next turn of the though appears.  (Leupold) 
 
21:3 welcomed him. Back from the battles. (CSB) 
 
Often refers to the access granted through prayer and worship at the tabernacle or temple. 

(TLSB) 

 
        placed a crown … on his head. Exchanged the warrior’s helmet for the 
ceremonial emblem of royalty—possibly the captured crown of the defeated king 
(see 2Sa 12:30). (CSB) 
 
21:4 The king’s life has been spared—to live for ever and ever (see 1Ki 1:31; Da 
2:4; 3:9; see also 1Sa 10:24; 1Ki 1:25, 34, 39). (CSB) 
 
David sought God’s deliverance from Saul and other enemies. (TLSB) 
 
21:5 glory … splendor and majesty. See 45:3; like that of his heavenly Overlord 
(see 96:3). (CSB) 
 
Not the result of the king’s efforts, but honor the Lord has graciously bestowed on him. 

(TLSB) 
 
21:6 eternal blessings. Either (1) blessings of enduring value or (2) an unending 
flow of blessings. your presence. Your favor, which is the supreme cause of joy 
because it is the greatest blessing and the wellspring of all other blessings. 
(CSB) 
 
Cf v 4; the blessings pertain to eternal life. (TLSB) 

 

        JOY OF YOUR PRESENCE – One of the greatest blessings of heaven, of course, is 

basking in the fullness of God’s presence (cf Rv 21:3). (TLSB) 
 
21:7 The center of the psalm (see note on 6:6). A participant in the liturgy 
(perhaps a priest or Levite) proclaims the reasons for the king’s security. LORD… 
(CSB) 
 
Psalm 21 pivots on verse 7 with the change in focus from past to future.  The 
Lord has vindicated David’s trust in the past; the Lord’s unfailing love will not 
allow His king to fall in the future.  (LL) 
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It must be first stressed that the king is not a man who trusts in his own strength 
and abilities, his trust is in the Lord.  It is only because the Lord is so faithful to 
his covenant that the king will not be moved or brought to fall.  (Leupold) 
 
        Most High. That is, LORD Most High (see 7:17; see also note on 3:7). (CSB) 
 
        unfailing love. See note on 6:4 (The Hebrew for this phrase denotes 
befriending. Appeal to God’s “(unfailing) love, kindness, mercy” is frequent in the 
OT since it summarizes all that the Lord covenanted to show to Israel (see Dt 
7:9, 12) as well as to David and his dynasty.). (CSB) 
 
        Most High. See note on Ge 14:19 (The titles “most high,” “lord of heaven” 
and “creator of earth” were frequently applied to the chief Canaanite deity in 
ancient times. Terminology and location (Jerusalem was in central Canaan) thus 
indicate that Melchizedek was probably a Canaanite king-priest.). (CSB) 
 
        shaken. See note on 10:6 (Disturb my well-being, unsettle my security). 
(CSB) 
 
The result of trusting steadfastly in the Lord is that one cannot be so much as shaken, let 

alone toppled over. (TLSB) 
 
21:8–12 The people hail the future victories of their triumphant king. Verse 8 
announces the theme; vv. 9–11 develop the theme; v. 12 summarizes the theme. 
(CSB) 
 
Psalm shifts from addressing God to addressing the king. Series of encouragements are 

spoken directly to the king. (TLSB) 

 

The people assure the king of a string of future victories for God’s anointed.  Although 

these words can be applied to the victories of the kings of Judah, they are especially 

fitting when applied to Christ, David’s greatest son.  These words will be fulfilled in the 

fullest sense on Judgment Day when Christ’s accomplishes the final defeat of all the 

enemies of God’s people.  (PBC) 

 

In these verses the people address the king.  They share his confidence in the Lord and in 

the future.  The enemies (v. 11) may plot against David, but they will (v. 12) fall into the 

Lord’s hands, helpless before they know it.  (LL) 

 

These words describe God’s anger at the wickedness of Satan and at the human agents 

who do His bidding.  They will be utterly destroyed.  With Israel of old, we (v. 13) will 

sing and praise the mighty King who we worship.  (LL) 

 
21:9 In his wrath the LORD. Credits the king’s victories to the Lord’s wrath (see 
note on 2:5). (CSB) 
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Those who set themselves against the Lord’s anointed king will get burned (cf Heb 

12:29). (TLSB) 
 
21:10 The king’s royal enemies will be left no descendants to rise against him 
again. (CSB) 
 
Passages such as this raise ethical concerns. The reason for a take-no-prisoners approach 

was to keep idolatrous Canaanite ways from infecting God’s people. God commanded 

that the Israelites utterly destroy the Canaanites when they took possession of the 

Promised Land (Dt 20:16–18). (TLSB) 
 
21:13 Conclusion—and return to the beginning: Lord, assert your strength, in 
which “the king rejoices” (v. 1; see also v. 7), and we will ever praise your might. 
(CSB) 
 
After encouraging the king, the people turn once more to the Lord with a final 
word of praise for the victories He gives. (PBC) 
 
Ps 21 This psalm not only offers thanks to God for Israel’s king (vv 1–7) but also 

encourages him with promises of the Lord’s blessing (vv 8–12). Part of our Christian 

responsibility, as this psalm and St Paul remind us, is to offer thanksgiving and petitions 

on behalf of our ruling authorities. Failing to do so is an act of ingratitude. The Scriptures 

testify throughout that God establishes and uses the various governments of the world not 

only to serve His people’s earthly needs, but even to further the spread of the Gospel. • 

“God bless our native land; Firm may she ever stand Through storm and night.… Thou 

who art ever nigh, Guarding with watchful eye, To Thee aloud we cry: God save the 

state!” Amen. (LSB 965:1–2) (TLSB) 
 


